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· I-710 Corridor Project Featured at FuturePorts VIP Reception
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	Deadline to Submit American Recovery and Revitalization Act (ARRA) Project Award Packages to CALTRANS District 7 
We are asking that American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) project sponsors submit all Award Packages to CALTRANS District 7 by December 10, 2009 (see copy of notification attached). Since there may be project savings in cases where bids come in low, and there is not sufficient time for project sponsors to re-obligate the savings, we propose an exchange of ARRA-RSTP fund savings. Specifically, we would use the project sponsors' ARRA-RSTP savings for a regional project and return a commensurate amount of other available replacement funding to the affected project sponsors.  We have set the December 10th deadline for us to meet the Caltrans Local Assistance deadline for submitting our Request for Authorization for the target regional project, determine the amount of countywide project savings and make the exchange. 
Should you have questions about our request or the deadline, you may contact Avital Shavit at (213) 922-7518 or by email at shavita@metro.net. Additionally, your jurisdiction's staff may wish to attend the workshop on ARRA-RSTP project savings that we will be hosting at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 2, 2009 in the Board Room here at Gateway Headquarters in downtown Los Angeles.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091119_ARRA%20Funds_%20Request%20for%20Submittal.PDF
I-710 Corridor Project Featured at FuturePorts VIP Reception

Last night, we partnered with FuturePorts, an organization whose mission is to support greening and growing the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, in a VIP Reception to showcase the I-710 Corridor Project. Over 150 people, including elected and appointed officials, business leaders and environmental activists, attended the event entitled, “I-710, Corridor to the Nation: Building Sustainable Transportation.” Dignitaries including State Senator Alan Lowenthal (D-27), State Assemblywoman Bonnie Lowenthal (D-54), Long Beach Mayor Bob Foster, Director Diane DuBois and Long Beach Port Commissioner Nick Sramek who spoke about the national and regional significance of the I-710 Corridor and the importance of community engagement in the project. In addition, special guest Dale Bonner, California Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing, cited the project as a prime candidate for a future public-private partnership. Metro Planning and Regional Communications staff provided an update on the progress of the I-710 Corridor Project Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS), including the potential for using zero-emissions vehicle technology in the corridor. The Draft EIR/EIS is expected in the fall of 2010.

Expo Construction Notice

This is the latest construction notice regarding the temporary reconfiguration of National Boulevard near Wesley Avenue to Washington Boulevard in the West End corridor of the Expo Light Rail alignment.
 
What: 

Construction crews will temporarily relocate westbound National Boulevard traffic into one of the eastbound traffic lanes, while keeping one travel lane open in each direction.
 
When: 

Monday, November 30, 2009 through Wednesday, December 9, 2009
Work Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (NO weekend work)
 
Where:  

Construction activities will take place within the K-Rail located in the median on National Boulevard, from Wesley Avenue to Washington Boulevard.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· National Boulevard will remain open for through traffic for the duration of this construction activity. There will be one eastbound lane and one westbound lane. Westbound traffic will not be allowed to turn left at Washington Boulevard.
· Flagmen and/or directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers in order to minimize disruption to traffic.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.
 
Safety Advisory:
Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. Construction work hours and noise monitoring will be strictly enforced at all times. 
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