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	LA City Council Adopts Resolution Congratulating Metro on Opening of Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension
Today, the Los Angeles City Council adopted a Resolution by Councilmembers Jose Huizar, Jan Perry and Ed Reyes declaring November 15, 2009 to December 15, 2009 as "Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Month" in the City of Los Angeles. The event also served to congratulate and recognize the residents of East Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, the Arts District, Little Tokyo and Metro on the opening of the extension. Councilmember Huizar mentioned there were over 70,000 boardings on opening day last Sunday and the line operated without incident. Councilmembers Reyes, Rosendahl and LaBonge also congratulated Metro on the successful opening of the line and Deputy CEO Paul Taylor, who represented us at Council Chambers this morning, thanked the Council for their support of this project. 
Measure R Local Return Funds
We are working with jurisdictions to begin payment of Measure R local return funds starting at the end of this month. Prior to payment, all jurisdictions will be required to submit their Assurances and Understandings (AU) and have current bank information for electronic wiring of funds. Jurisdictions should expect payments to begin two to four weeks after receipt of their AU and bank information. 

The first payment is expected to be higher than subsequent payments since it represents two months worth of revenues. Payments thereafter will be made automatically on a monthly basis to the jurisdictions’ accounts. The attached schedule shows the first and second payment dates and amounts for the 38 jurisdictions that have already submitted their information.
The Measure R Local Return funds are being sent to the same bank account that receives their Prop A & C local return funds unless we are instructed by the jurisdictions to send to another one of their accounts.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091120_Summary_MeasureR_Local_Return_Payments_-_SR.pdf
Regional Connector Transit Corridor Update 

Last night, the Regional Connector Project Team presented a third build alternative to 30 community members attending the Little Tokyo Working Group meeting at the Japanese American Community and Cultural Center. This new concept proposes a fully underground alignment at the 1st and Alameda intersection and includes an additional station. This third build alterative is the result of community comments received during the scoping process and numerous meetings with project stakeholders. The Working Group was created to focus on community concerns regarding the project’s impact to Little Tokyo, one of three remaining Japantowns in the nation, and identify potential mitigations for incorporation into the environmental documents. The Working Group was pleased to see our continued work on the project and voted unanimously to pass a motion recommending that the Little Tokyo Community Council Board endorse the new concept and proceed with environmental analysis. Based upon this positive community feedback, staff will continue to refine this third build alternative and seek inclusion into the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report.

I-405 Community Meeting

Last night, we held the first Community Meeting for Construction of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening at the Skirball Cultural Center. The meeting, with an attendance of 150 people, was facilitated by Metro Community Relations team, led by manager, Yvette Rapose. Project Director Mike Barbour provided the overview and strategy for construction of this billion dollar highway improvement project that includes the addition of ten miles of Northbound High Occupancy Vehicle, the realignment of 27 on and off ramps and a number of bridge replacements and improvements. The community was very interested in the scheduling and milestones of the project and what communication methods would be used to keep them informed. 
At the close of the meeting, many community members complimented the team on the quality of the meeting both in content and the manner in which it was conducted. Community Relations is planning to hold these meetings quarterly. In attendance at the meeting were representatives from the offices of Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Los Angeles City Councilmembers Koretz and Rosendahl; Assemblymembers Feurer and Brownely; Senator Pavley and Congressman Berman. Representatives of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, California Highway Patrol, LA Sheriff’s Department, LA Police Department and LA Fire Department were also present.

Pedestrian Fatality on Metro Blue Line

At 1:17 p.m. this afternoon, a southbound Metro Blue Line train struck and killed an elderly female pedestrian at the Wilmington Grade Crossing just north of the Imperial/Wilmington Blue Line Station. The accident, now under investigation, occurred at the crosswalk, where there are currently crossing gates. No other injuries were reported. Rail operations supervisors, Los Angeles County Sheriff, Los Angeles Police Department and Los Angeles County Fire Department personnel responded to the scene, and single track operations were established between Florence and Imperial Stations. Both tracks were released at 2:17 p.m. Northbound trains were delayed by approximately 15 minutes. Normal service has resumed at this time. KCBS 2/KCAL 9 and the Los Angeles Times have inquired about the accident.

Expo Construction Notice

This is the latest construction notice regarding the intermittent interruption of northbound and southbound traffic on Crenshaw Boulevard for rail movement across the Exposition Right-of-Way (ROW) scheduled for Monday, November 23, 2009.
What: 
Intermittent interruption of northbound and southbound traffic on Crenshaw Boulevard.
When: 


Monday, November 23, 2009
Weeknight hours: 7:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m. 
 
Where: 

Crenshaw Boulevard traffic will experience intermittent interruptions at the intersection with the Exposition ROW.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· During this construction activity, all northbound and southbound vehicular and pedestrian traffic will be interrupted for approximately five minutes at 20-30 minute intervals on Crenshaw Boulevard at the Exposition ROW.
· Traffic will not be forced to detour onto side streets during this construction activity.
· Flaggers will be used to direct traffic in order to minimize disruption to pedestrians and commuters during this period.
· Noise mitigation will include: monitoring all activities to make sure the work being performed is within the necessary compliance levels, disabling backup alarms, care in handling of materials and using workers to guide construction equipment safely through construction areas and public streets. 
 
Advisories: 

Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Rockfall Mitigation System 
Procurement has released an Invitation for Bids (IFB) this week for construction of a Rockfall Mitigation system along the westerly slope of Division 21 Metro Gold Line Maintenance Facility.  The Procurement blackout period is expected to run from November 20, 2009, through January 10, 2010.

Rockfall is sporadic and unpredictable with causes generally attributed to environmental effects such as weather and earthquakes. The successful contractor will construct a Rockfall barrier system at Division 21 to stabilize the slope to prevent rockslides from taking place.

Any inquires concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Frank Foster, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-3716.

IFB for Drills and Taps

Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure Drills and Taps. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 30, 2009, through March 30, 2010.

Drills and Taps are tools used by mechanics and building facilities staff to repair buses, non-revenue fleet, and bus and rail facilities. These tools are needed to perform routine maintenance and repairs.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, in addition to celebrating the Thanksgiving Holiday, I will be meeting with State Senator Alex Padilla (D-20) and attending other various meetings here at Metro. 
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