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	Workshop on ARRA Fund Savings Due to Low Bids
Last night, a workshop was held to assist local jurisdictions with their American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) fund savings due to low project bids. The workshop successfully drew approximately 85 representatives from nearly 50 agencies to our Headquarters. Caltrans and our staff organized the workshop after several local jurisdictions raised questions about the possible options to utilizing their ARRA fund savings.  

We are implementing a plan to prevent Los Angeles County ARRA funds from being lapsed and redirected to other parts of the State on January 1, 2010, including these low bid savings. The prevention plan, included in item #5 on the Board consent calendar for the December 10, 2009 meeting, would place all ARRA-Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) fund savings due to low bids on a regional project and return a commensurate amount of other available replacement funding to local jurisdictions, per prior Board policy direction.  

For the prevention plan to be implemented successfully, we must meet all Caltrans’ review and approval deadlines. In particular, local jurisdictions that choose to participate must submit ARRA award packages to Caltrans by December 10, 2009. We also may need to implement a similar prevention plan in February 2010 for those local jurisdictions whose projects have yet to be awarded.
CEO Board Boxes

The following Board Boxes were distributed to the Board Today. A brief summary of each Board Box is included below:

Fiscal Year 2009 Federal Section 5310 Funding Recommendations

We have completed our review of FY 2009 Federal Section 5310 grant applications and have forwarded our funding recommendations totaling $2,028,832 to Caltrans, the lead state agency for administering the Federal Section 5310 Program. This program annually provides capital grants for social service and public agencies to transport senior citizens and persons with disabilities. 

Status of Projects Being Built by a Construction Authority

Staff has been instructed by the Board to provide updates on the following projects being built by the Construction Authorities: Alameda Corridor East Grade Separation; Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) Eastern Maintenance Facility; and Exposition Light Rail Transit Project. This Board Box provides this information about projects as of October 2009. 

Media Relations Issues Two Press Releases

Today, Media Relations issued two news releases announcing the debut of the new Silver Line bus service linking the San Gabriel Valley with the South Bay that begins on Sunday, December 13, 2009 as well as a news release that outlines some of the planned service enhancements that will be made with the December 13 service changes.

Link to news releases: 
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_191.htm  

                               
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_190.htm
Expo Construction Notice #1
This construction notice is regarding the intermittent interruption of northbound and southbound traffic on Western Avenue at the Exposition Right-of-Way scheduled for Monday, December 7 through Wednesday, December 9, 2009.   
When: 

Monday, December 7, 2009 through Wednesday, December 9, 2009
Weeknight hours: 7:00 p.m. through 10:00 p.m.
 
Traffic Impacts:
· During this construction activity, all northbound and southbound vehicular and pedestrian traffic will be interrupted for approximately 5 minutes at 20-30 minute intervals on Western Avenue at the Exposition Right-of-Way.
· Traffic will not be forced to detour onto side streets during this construction activity.
· Flaggers will be used to direct traffic in order to minimize disruption to pedestrians and commuters during this period.
· Noise mitigation will include: monitoring all activities to make sure the work being performed is within the necessary compliance levels, disabling backup alarms, care in handling of materials and using workers to guide construction equipment safely through construction areas and public streets
 
Expo Construction Notice # 2

This construction notice is regarding the temporary intersection closure of Raymond Avenue and Exposition Boulevard along the Exposition Right-of-Way scheduled for Monday, December 7, through Thursday, December 10, 2009. 
When: Monday, December 7, 2009 through Thursday, December 10, 2009
Work Hours: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
  
Traffic Impacts:
· NO pedestrian access or vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the Exposition right-of-way at the intersection of Raymond Avenue and Exposition Boulevard during this construction activity.
· Southbound traffic on Raymond Avenue will be detoured onto westbound Exposition Boulevard. Traffic will be forced to turn onto Exposition Boulevard and follow detour signs.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
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