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	The Assembly Democratic Caucus Elects a New Speaker

Today, the Assembly Democratic Caucus elected Assemblymember John Perez (D-Los Angeles) as new Speaker of the Assembly.  The Assembly will have a formal floor vote in January.  The incoming Speaker is from Los Angeles and is very interested in the Regional Connector project among other transportation projects. The timeline for Assembly Speaker Karen Bass to transition out of the leadership position has not been finalized.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Passenger Activity in November 2009     
The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension began revenue service on Monday, November 16, 2009. Passenger activity for the first week of operations averaged about 11,000 daily boardings. Initial observations indicate that ridership averaged around 10,000 daily boardings as of the first week of December.  

LA City Council Formally Opposes SR-710 Extension through Zones 1 and 2 and Supports Zone 3.
 

Yesterday, the Los Angeles City Council approved a resolution from Councilmembers Garcetti, Huizar and Reyes in OPPOSITION of the extension of the SR-710 through Zones 1 and 2 as defined by Caltrans in their SR-710 Tunnel Technical Study. The Council SUPPORTS a study that explores a tunnel option to close the I-21O/SR-710 gap via Zone 3.  The resolution also included language that specifies that construction of any portal for Zone 3 begin and end south of Valley Boulevard to eliminate disruptions to residential neighborhoods in El Sereno. 
Outreach to Our Partners on Upcoming Service Changes 

In advance of the service changes due to be implemented beginning this weekend, we have sent a communication to partners at the federal, state and local level. The letter from Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers informs them that the latest changes will commence this weekend, highlights the new Line 902 and Silver Line service and informs them where they can find more information about these changes. The letter goes on to outline that we are informing the public of these changes using multiple communication tools including press releases, Take-One notices and the Metro Web Page.
The letter was distributed by Government Relations to federal, state and Los Angeles City offices and by Community Relations to all the other cities in Los Angeles County and the Councils of Governments.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091210_Revised_Service_Change_Letter_from_Carolyn_Flowers_12_9_09_doc.pdf
Media Attending Today’s Board Meeting

Numerous media outlets attended today’s Board meeting. They included the LA Times, the Daily Breeze, the Eastern Group Publications, a pool camera from KTLA (Ch. 4, 5, 11, 22/52) KABC-TV and KPCC Radio. Reporters were interested in the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project as well as the South Bay Green Line Extension project. Stories are expected to run later tonight and tomorrow. Media Relations issued two news releases following Board action on the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project and the South Bay Green Line Extension. 

News release link to Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project: http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_202.htm
News Release Link to South Bay Green Line Extension: http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_201.htm
Media Relations Issues News Release on Metro Service to 2010 Tournament of Roses Festivities

Media Relations has issued a news release today announcing the availability of Metro service to the 2010 Tournament of Roses festivities. The recently opened Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension allows new communities in Little Tokyo/Arts District, Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles to, for the first time in a generation, take a train to parade festivities. Besides free rides from 9:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. and all night service New Year’s Eve, Metro will run additional trains and more frequent service on the Metro Gold Line to accommodate the large numbers of anticipated riders. 

News Release Link:  http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_200.htm
Expo Construction Notice #1

This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary relocation of lanes on National Boulevard scheduled for Monday, December 14, through Friday, December 18, 2009.
 
What:   
Construction crews will temporarily relocate westbound National Boulevard traffic into one of the eastbound traffic lanes, while keeping one travel lane open in each direction.
When:   
Monday, December 14, 2009 through Friday, December 18, 2009
Work Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (NO weekend work)
Where: 
Construction activities will take place within the K-Rail located in the median on National Boulevard, from Wesley Avenue to Washington Boulevard.
Traffic Impacts:
· National Boulevard will remain open for through traffic for the duration of this construction activity. There will be one eastbound lane and one westbound lane. Westbound traffic will not be allowed to turn left at Washington Boulevard.
· Flagmen and/or directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers in order to minimize disruption to traffic.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times.
 
Expo Construction Notice # 2

This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary closure and detour at the intersection of Helms Avenue and National Boulevard due to conduit installation work being performed by Southern California Edison scheduled for Monday, December 14, through Wednesday, December 30, 2009.
 
What:   
Temporary lane closures and detours at Helms Avenue and National Boulevard.
 
When:   
Monday, December 14, 2009 through Wednesday, December 30, 2009
Monday through Friday - No weekend work
Work hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
         
Where:   
Southern California Edison will be working at Helms Avenue and National Boulevard for conduit

installation across National Boulevard and along the Exposition right-of-way.
 
Traffic Impacts: 
· During this work activity, National Boulevard will be reduced to one (1) eastbound lane and one (1) westbound lane.
· Left turns from/onto National Boulevard and Helms Avenue will be prohibited during work hours.
· Flaggers, directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to safely direct drivers through the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents and businesses.
· Some localized on-street parking on National Boulevard and Helms Avenue cul-de-sac, just north of National Boulevard, will be restricted during work hours. 
      
Advisories: 
· Pedestrian access will be maintained with the assistance of flaggers. 
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
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