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	Regionwide CEO Meeting

Last week, the Regionwide Chief Executive Officers and Executive Directors from the Southern California Transportation Agencies met to discuss various subjects including the status of Positive Train Control funding for Metrolink, SB 375 implementation and High Speed Rail. In addition, Anne Mayer, Executive Director of the Riverside County Transportation Commission was elected as the new Chair for this group.

I would also like to share with you that Orange County Transportation Authority is hosting a Southern California Transit Forum with Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-47th) on Friday, February 5, 2010, at Chapman University in the City of Orange. As more details become available, we will share them with you.
Metro Line 902 Debuts to a Good Start

The San Fernando Valley welcomed a new addition to its transit services with the inauguration of Metro Line 902 on Monday, December 14, 2009. This demonstration project provides peak hour bus service every 12 minutes and travels from the Red Line North Hollywood Station directly to Van Nuys Boulevard via Burbank Blvd. with only one stop at Fulton Avenue for a connection with the Orange Line and service to Valley College. After reaching Van Nuys Blvd., Line 902 serves all stops on Van Nuys Blvd. between Burbank Blvd. and San Fernando Rd.  The service reduces passenger travel time between North Hollywood Station and Van Nuys Blvd. by traveling express along Burbank Blvd. and eliminating the current transfer between the Orange Line and Lines 233 and 761 services along Van Nuys Blvd. Metro uses new silver buses for the service to differentiate the line from the existing bus service and to signify that it is a complementary service to the Orange Line. Unlike the Orange Line, Line 902 operates directly from the Red Line bus terminal so passengers avoid crossing Lankershim Blvd. to access the service.

During its first week of operation, hundreds of passengers enjoyed direct service between Van Nuys Blvd. and the Red Line North Hollywood station. Metro staff was on hand to assist passengers with wayfinding, answer questions and provide support literature about Line 902. Many passengers expressed excitement about the new service because they have more choices and can avoid the crowds on the Orange Line during their rush hour commute. 

Line 902 will receive additional visibility when Metro Communications staff returns in January 2010 to promote its value to potential customers along Van Nuys Blvd. and at the Red Line North Hollywood station. The San Fernando Valley Governance Council will conduct a public hearing in February 2010 to receive input on Line 902 and other changes in the San Fernando Valley. This is the first step in the deliberations to grant permanent status to this demonstration line.

New Silver Line Service Provides Patrons through Service between El Monte Station and Artesia Transit Center

Commuters traveling to and from the San Gabriel Valley through downtown Los Angeles to Gardena and Carson now have a new through bus service that eliminates transfers and improves service reliability. The new Silver Line began service on Sunday, December 13, 2009 with shiny new 45 foot buses. Prior to implementation, staff from the South Bay and San Gabriel Valley Sectors distributed Service Change Notices, timetables and marketing material to patrons at the two far terminals and key locations along the route of line. Staff received many questions from current and future patrons who would benefit from the new through service, including employees at USC and LAX who begin their trips today at El Monte Station. Other patrons have used the service to attend LA Live and Staples Center events.

Consistent peak hour bus service operates every five to 10 minutes in the morning and afternoon, and mid-day service every 15 to 30 minutes. The new buses provide more seats, and the new frequent service reduces wait times along the route. A flat fare of $2.45 eliminates zone charges and zone checks. From El Monte Station, buses travel west to downtown Los Angeles along the El Monte Busway, serving stations at Cal State LA, County Hospital and Union Station. In downtown Los Angeles, service operates faster by only serving stops with high patronage at key generators, such as City Hall, Civic Center, Bunker Hill, 7th St./Metro Center, Olympic Blvd., Pico Blvd., Washington Blvd., and Exposition Blvd. Buses then enter the Harbor Transitway on the 110-Freeway, serving stops at Slauson, Manchester, Metro Green Line and terminates at the Artesia Transit Center.  

The Silver Line replaces some express lines that previously operated on surface streets, providing local service, before entering either the Harbor Transitway or the El Monte Busway.  In the South Bay, Line 444 became limited Line 344; Lines 446-447 are now local Lines 246 and 247. In the San Gabriel Valley, Line 484 is now local Line 194, and Line 490 is now local Line 190.

During its first week of operation, patrons enjoyed consistent, frequent and faster service to, from and through downtown. Metro staff was on hand to assist passengers with wayfinding and answer question about the new service. From El Monte Station, patronage is slightly above previous departing loads in the morning peak hours.

The Silver Line will receive additional visibility when staff returns after the holidays to assist patrons who may have been on a vacation when the new service was introduced. Additional marketing will also take place to promote its value to potential customers along the freeway corridors. In December 2010, service improvements are planned for the Silver Line under the Express Lanes project.  

Expo Phase 2 – Final Environmental Impact Report
 
The Exposition Construction Authority has completed the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Expo Phase 2 Project, the proposed extension of the Expo Light Rail Line from Culver City to Santa Monica.
 
The FEIR examines the potential environmental impacts that may result from the project, evaluates alternatives to the project and identifies measures to mitigate the significant effects.  The FEIR is comprised of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) with revisions, comments received during the public comment period, and responses to the comments.
 
Click here to view Notice of Completion
 
The FEIR is available for public review online and at the locations listed below:
 
Click here to view FEIR 
 
Location
Address
Exposition Construction Authority Office
707 Wilshire Blvd, 34th Floor, Los Angeles 90017
Los Angeles Central Library
630 W. 5th St, Los Angeles 90071
Culver City Julian Dixon Library
4975 Overland Ave, Culver City 90230
West Los Angeles Regional Library
11360 Santa Monica Blvd, Los Angeles 90025
Palms-Rancho Park Branch Library
2920 Overland Ave, Los Angeles 90064
Mar Vista Branch Library
12006 Venice Blvd, Los Angeles 90066
Robertson Branch Library
1719 S. Robertson Blvd, Los Angeles 90035
Santa Monica Main Library
601 Santa Monica Blvd, Santa Monica 90401
 
The FEIR is also available on DVD and may be purchased for $5.30 plus an additional postage charge for mailing.  Please contact Wandra Hawthorne at 213-243-5500 if you are interested in purchasing a copy.
 
On Thursday, February 4, 2010 at 2:00 pm, the Exposition Construction Authority’s Board of Directors will consider a recommendation to certify the FEIR. This meeting will be held in the Board of Supervisors’ hearing room on the third floor of the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration located at 500 W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, 90012. Please note that there will be a time limit per speaker.
 
For more information, please visit the project website BuildExpo.org and click on the Phase 2 tab, or call the Expo Hotline at 213-922-3976.
MTA Patron Collapses and Dies at a Nearby Hospital
This morning, security officers spotted an MTA patron who had collapsed on the mezzanine level of the Metro Red Line Hollywood/Western station. Officers say after CPR was administered, the patron was rushed by ambulance to Kaiser Hospital. Shortly after he arrived, he was pronounced dead of what appeared to be natural causes. The name of the deceased man is being withheld until his next of kin is notified of his death. There was no impact to Metro Rail service.
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