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	Los Angeles Times Follows Up on Governor’s Deficit Statement 

Tomorrow, the Los Angeles Times is expected to do a follow up article on Governor Schwarzenegger’s threat to slash mass transit and social service programs unless the federal government helps ease the state’s budget deficit. A reporter who contacted us for comment said the Governor may change the gas tax to an excise tax, which could circumvent the recent court ruling that would have restored state transit assistance funding. Media Relations staff told the Times we won’t know specifics of the Governor’s proposals until January when the next fiscal year budget is unveiled; however, we are deeply concerned. The agency is facing a serious deficit of its own, largely because of past state transit funding cuts, and was hopeful that approximately $100 million a year in State Transit Assistance funding would have been restored to maintain service and keep fares low. On the other hand, we are also worried that transit and highway infrastructure projects also could be impacted. The agency is counting on more than $4 billion in state funding for a variety of projects including Expo, the I-405 Northbound carpool lane projects, goods movement and other projects. Staff noted these projects would generate tens of thousands of jobs to spur the economy at a time when the state is experiencing double-digit unemployment. The reporter asked if Metro will raise fares and reduce service in response to further cuts. Staff said we have to wait and see what transpires in Sacramento. Cutting service and raising fares is a last resort, but we must have a balanced budget.

Metro Launches Official Facebook Page

This week, we launched the official Metro Facebook page, creating a highly interactive tool for us to connect directly with our riders and the public. 

Using this online platform, we will be able to provide updated, current information about our activities with our subscribers. Subscribers can connect with each other, post comments and upload pictures or videos about our projects and studies, bus and rail service and other public transportation related issues. For those with more specific interests, the page contains links to other Metro projects that also have a presence on Facebook, such as the Westside Subway Extension, Metro Silver Line, Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 and Metro Library and Archives.

Facebook is one the most popular social networking sites on the Internet, with over 300 million active users. In the first couple of days after its debut, Metro’s Facebook page gained more than 400 subscribers and is now averaging about 75 new fans a day. Metro Communications is managing the Facebook page and will be responsible for its content and shaping it into the social networking destination for transportation news and views.

If you’d like to join Metro’s online community, sign in to a Facebook account, type “Metro Los Angeles” in the search field, then add as a fan.

CAFR Receives Clean Opinion

 

Our external auditors, KMPG LLP, issued an unqualified (“clean”) opinion on the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for our fiscal year ended June 30, 2009. The report was issued on December 10, 2009 and is now available to the public at www.metro.net and on the intranet.

Expo Construction Notice

This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary intersection closure of Denker Avenue and Exposition Boulevard scheduled for Monday, December 28, 2009.
 
 When: 

            Monday, December 28, 2009
            Work hours: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Where: 

             Denker Avenue will be closed at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard along the    

             Exposition right-of-way.
 Traffic Impacts:    
· NO pedestrian access or vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by using Denker Avenue during this construction activity.
· Northbound traffic on Denker Avenue will be detoured onto eastbound Exposition Boulevard and follow detour signs. 
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
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