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	Governor Presents his State of the State Speech

Today, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger presented his State of the State Speech to a joint session of the Legislature. In that speech, the Governor laid out his priorities for resolving the state budget deficit. The Governor made it clear that he intends to protect education funding. The Governor’s speech, however, was notably silent on transportation. As we have previously reported, the Governor’s budget proposal, which will be unveiled Friday, is expected to contain a proposal that would eliminate all funding for public transportation. This is obviously of significant concern to our agency given our deficit. 
Below are links to the Governor’s State of the State Speech and to an initial set of proposals.

State of the State Speech

http://go.emaildirect.com/_p_ga4x2nq3yjfubjq3ga4z6kyxba4c2kw3rgruzmtsta4v2nrrf4mxxyhrr4mqytavb4jznnsf22mcxnsfvjulnndu6s_p_/trouble.htm
Governor’s Proposals

http://go.emaildirect.com/_p_ga4x2nq3yjfubjq3ba4z6kyxba4c2kw3rgruzmtsygrw2nw3rjumnyfre4junyaea2kw7bsrf4mxxyhrr4mkbg9ff6t34_p_/trouble.htm
Media Probes Alleged TAP Abuses by Bus Operators

The Los Angeles Times and the Argonaut Newspaper inquired today regarding Metro’s probe into alleged TAP abuses by a few bus operators. Reporters were told that staff detected anomalies in data reports last spring involving operators loading Day Pass fare value on TAP cards. What triggered a further probe were instances where there were a number of “short fare” transactions for the full $5 Day Pass value, a number of cards were being loaded rapidly, including when a bus was not in revenue service. Sheriff’s Department investigators and staff suspect that some operators had loaded blank cards with $5 fare value and then arranged for them to be sold at a discount and pocketed the profits.

The Sheriff’s department was asked to investigate 10 operators. Subsequently, we asked the District Attorney to file charges against five individuals. One operator subsequently pleaded guilty to embezzlement. A second operator was cleared and other prosecutions are now pending for late January. Staff estimated the total suspected fraud for these cases was less than $10,000.

Reporters were told that we remain vigilant and will fully investigate and press charges against any employee suspected of a crime. In this case, it was staff that detected the problem and acted quickly. Stories are expected to run tomorrow.

CEO Board Boxes
Board Requested Monthly Update on Contract Modifications for Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Contracts – Period Ending November 2009
The Board of Directors requested a monthly update report for construction contracts showing all executed and pending Contract Modifications and remaining Contract Modification authority value. This report reflects the status of the Design/Bid/Build and Design/Build contract with Eastside LRT Constructors for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Project, as of the end of November 2009.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091223_MGLEE_Ext_Contracts_PerEnding_Nov2009.pdf
Los Angeles County Sustainability Survey Report 2009:

In March 2008, the Board's Ad Hoc Sustainability and Climate Change Committee (Ad Hoc Committee) passed a motion directing the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), in consultation with the County's Energy and Environmental Policy Team and other appropriate entities, to initiate a survey and analysis of local jurisdictions and other public agencies in Los Angeles to: 1) identify and inventory the existing or planned implementation strategies to comply with AB 32; 2) determine the level of awareness of AB 32 and level of integration into general and strategic plans; and 3) report back to the Ad Hoc Committee with their findings at the June Ad-Hoc Committee meeting. The initial survey and inventory provided a foundation upon which a regional climate change action plan can be developed, provided a venue for soliciting feedback on unmet needs and identified opportunities for cross jurisdictional collaboration on policy development and program implementation.

 In March 2009, a second survey was prepared and distributed to cities, agencies, and organizations in Los Angeles County to identify and measure 1) their knowledge and commitment to promoting sustainability in their community; 2) their understanding of policies, such as AB 32, SB 375, to address climate change; and 3) their progress in instituting sustainable practices and strategies to reduce consumption and preserve resources for future generations.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091230_LACo_Sustainability_Survey_Report2009.pdf
Wilshire Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit Project

The Wilshire Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit Project (Wilshire BRT) has reached the midpoint in its environmental review by recently completing four community scoping meetings for the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (DEIR/EA). The DEIR/EA is expected to become final in early spring 2010, with staff seeking Board approval in May 2010.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091230_Wilshire_Blvd_BRT_Project.pdf
Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications System (LA-RICS)
In June 2009, Board Member Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa put forward a motion instructing staff to work with the LA-RICS Joint Powers Authority (JPA) in developing a plan to replace the separate radio communications systems used by LACMTA and its major public safety services providers in our underground rail system. Staff was instructed to report back during the September 2009 Board cycle with quarterly updates/progress reports thereafter. This is the second quarterly report regarding staff’s participation and findings to date as it relates to the LA-RICS project.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/091230_LA-RICS.pdf
Expo Construction Notice – Rodeo Road

This is the latest Expo construction notice regarding a long-term closure where Exposition Boulevard meets Rodeo Road in the Mid-Corridor segment of the Expo Line project.
 
 When:  

Wednesday, January 6, 2010 through Tuesday, July 6, 2010
Work Hours:  7:00 am to 7:00 pm, Monday through Friday
  
Where:  

Crossover intersection where Exposition Boulevard meets Rodeo Road at Gramercy Place
 
Traffic Impacts: 

· Westbound Exposition Boulevard will be maintained at all times.

· Access to westbound Rodeo Road will be closed.  Left turns from westbound Exposition Boulevard to westbound Rodeo Road will be prohibited and traffic will be detoured to Arlington Avenue. 
· Eastbound Exposition Boulevard will de detoured to northbound Wilton Place prior to the crossover intersection.

· Eastbound Rodeo Road will be maintained at all times.

· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.  

Advisories: 

Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
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