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	Governor Issues His Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2010-11

Governor Schwarzenegger today released his proposed FY 2010-11 budget. As expected, the Governor is proposing to repeal the sales tax on gasoline sales, which funds Proposition 42 and replace a portion of those revenues with an increase in the gas tax. This proposal has the effect of eliminating all the funding sources for public transportation. In addition, the Governor has called for a Special Session of the Legislature to address the current fiscal year deficit. Staff is currently analyzing the impacts of the Governor’s proposal and will provide a more detailed analysis to the Board at a later time. Given that the Governor has called a special session, it is expected that the Legislature will begin holding hearings on the Governor’s proposal and could act on the current year deficit by the end of February. Our advocacy team has been in communication with legislative leadership regarding the impacts of this proposal and we are also working with other transportation interests in the State. Included in this daily brief, is the link to the Business, Transportation & Housing portion of the Governor’s Budget Summary 2010-11 for your review.  http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
Also on the state budget, the Los Angeles Times inquired today about the Governor’s proposed budget and the possible cuts in transportation funding. I told the reporter that this is bad news for the region as transit agencies throughout California, including ours, is struggling to maintain service and keep fares low. I also told the reporter that these proposed cuts in transportation funding would mean service cuts, project delays and job losses. The story is expected to run tomorrow.
Quarterly Legislative Briefing 

Yesterday, legislative aides representing federal, state and local elected officials from across Los Angeles County visited us here for our Quarterly Legislative Briefing. The briefing included presentations on the status of our Highway Program, ExpressLanes, High-Speed Rail and an update on our Transit Corridor Studies. In addition, staff provided a broad overview of our 2010 federal and state legislative programs, which was approved by the Board late last year. I noted that our agency continues to remain committed to working with all elected officials in Los Angeles County to enhance the mobility of our region. Our next Legislative Briefing will be held in April of this year.

Update on Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Passenger Activity   

  
The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension began revenue service on Monday, November 16, 2009. Passenger activities during the last two weeks of December averaged around 8,500 daily boardings on the extension. Due to the holidays, this is typically the lowest ridership period of the year. Ridership on New Year’s Day was estimated between 61,000 to 65,000 boardings due to the Rose Parade and Bowl Game. A majority of the morning pre-parade northbound trains arrived at Union station with 50% to 75% seated passenger loads, and departed with up to 85% maximum load. Post-parade/pre-game passenger flow through the Memorial Park Station was the primary challenge for the special event operation, but was successfully managed through cooperative efforts between Metro bus and rail operations as well as staff volunteers. 

Expo Construction Notice – Menlo Ave and Exposition Boulevard

This is the latest Expo construction notice regarding the temporary intersection closure of Menlo Avenue and Exposition Boulevard scheduled for Monday, January 11, through Friday, January 15, 2010.
 
When: Monday, January 11, 2010 through Friday, January 15, 2010
Extended Work hours: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 
Where: Menlo Avenue will be closed at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard
 
Traffic Impacts:    
· NO vehicular or pedestrian traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by use of Menlo Avenue. Eastbound and westbound traffic will be directed to turn and follow all appropriate detour signs.
· Exposition Boulevard traffic will be maintained at all times.
· All pedestrian access will be prohibited on Menlo Avenue during this construction activity. 
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
Procurement Postings for Next Week

IFB for Tree Trimming Services for Metro Transit Facilities

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure tree trimming services for Metro Transit Facilities. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 11, 2010 through April 20, 2010.

This procurement will provide tree trimming services for trees over 13 feet for portions of our properties throughout Los Angeles County. Tree trimming is needed to comply with safety, California Public Utility Commission regulations, city ordinances and to promote aesthetics at our facilities.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Samira Baghdikian, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1033.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be attending the Transportation and Goods Movement Committee Meeting and participating in a Measure R Check Presentation event in the City of Glendale. I will also be meeting with our Federal lobbyists and taking part in a Measure R Panel Luncheon and attending the Expo Board Meeting. Also, I will be attending a Reception in honor of former Caltrans District 7 Director and currently, our Executive Director, Highway Program/Interim Chief Planning Officer Doug Failing. Finally, I will be speaking at the Art of Moving in LA event, attending the Mobility 21 Board of Directors Meeting and participating in the Regionwide CEO’s Meeting.
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