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	2010 Federal and State Legislative Programs

Please find attached our agency’s Board-approved 2010 Federal and State Legislative Programs. The 2010 State Program includes nine major goals, including a sustained focus on preventing the use of state transportation funds to balance the State Budget. The 2010 Federal Program includes ten major goals, including an effort to permit the use of federal funds for day-to-day operating expenses, securing federal funds for local transit projects and expanding our efforts with respect to freight movement projects. Government Relations staff has also produced two documents, see attached, outlining our agency’s plan of action with respect to securing federal funds for both Section 5309 New Starts transit projects and Non-New Starts transit projects.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100111_2010_Federal_Leg_Program.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100111_2010_State_Leg_Program.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100111_New_Starts_Plan.pdf
Metro Advances Emergency Preparedness by Acquiring Telephone Priority Service
Metro has been registered with the Government Emergency Telecommunications Service (GETS) and the Wireless Priority Service (WPS) to facilitate agency emergency preparedness by permitting priority calling to staff members who already have an agency issued telephone. This will permit our executives and personnel with these phones to have a higher probability of completing telephone calls in an emergency and will improve our ability to respond to emergency situations. GETS/WPS cards are currently being distributed to executives and other staff members with Metro issued phones.

Daily News Inquires About Local Potential Impacts from State Budget Proposal 

This morning, a reporter from the Daily News asked Media Relations staff what the potential hit will be on county transportation projects if the Governor's proposed state budget is implemented. Media Relations staff noted that the amount of state gas tax monies we receive annually ranges from $50 million to $100 million. This fiscal year we will not be receiving any money because the state has suspended payments. The reporter is aware of the California Transit Association’s efforts to try and recoup those monies, which we and other transit agencies around California use to pay for bus and rail operations and maintain service and keep fares low.

The reporter also was reminded that agency directors last October adopted a 30-year Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) for Los Angeles County covering transit operations, new transit and highway projects, street improvements, bike and pedestrian programs, goods movement projects, etc. That LRTP is jeopardized by the state’s ongoing inability to meet its funding commitments. Almost $4 billion in state funding for capital projects could be at risk. We don’t know at this point if the state will be able to issue transportation bonds for many local projects such as the northbound carpool lane construction on the I-405 from the 10 freeway to the 101 freeway. Construction of the Expo light rail line from downtown to Culver City (now underway) and the second phase to Santa Monica is at risk. Construction of the Metro Orange Line extension to Chatsworth could be impacted. The list goes on.

Expo Construction Notice – Western Avenue and Exposition Boulevard
This is the latest Expo construction notice regarding the temporary intersection closure of Western Avenue and Exposition Boulevard scheduled for Friday, January 15, through Sunday, January 17, 2010.
When:    Friday, January 15, 2010 through Sunday, January 17, 2010

               Weekend Work hours: 9:00 p.m. Friday through 4:00 p.m. Sunday 
   
Where:   Western Avenue will be closed at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard
Traffic Impacts:    
· NO pedestrian access or vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way or Exposition Boulevard by use of Western Avenue during this construction activity.
· Northbound Western Avenue traffic will be detoured at Martin Luther King Boulevard and southbound Western Avenue traffic will be detoured at Jefferson Boulevard. Electronic message boards will provide detour information at each intersection.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic. 
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
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