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	Assembly Leadership Announces Transition Plans

Today, Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) and Speaker-elect John A. Pérez (D- Los Angeles) publicly announced their transition plans. In her press release, Speaker Bass outlined that Speaker-elect Pérez would officially take over as Speaker of the Assembly on March 1st, 2010. We expect that Speaker-elect Pérez will make his leadership and committee changes soon after. Please find a copy of the press release attached.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100125_FOR_IMMEDIATE_RELEASE_Assembly_leadership_transition_Plans.pdf
Media Alert - Los Angeles Times Considering Operating Deficit Editorial 

In the wake of Saturday’s L.A. Times article about the pending FY 2011 operating deficit which could top $250 million, the Times may publish an editorial. Media Relations staff repeated to the editorial writer what I had told reporter Ari Bloomekast. The Board faces difficult choices to offset an historic deficit caused by the loss of state operating assistance, the drop in local sales tax revenue due to the lingering recession and a drop in bus ridership and farebox revenue, plus the fact that one time revenues that were used in past years to balance the budget have been drained. The Board will be presented with various options; everything is on the table at this point, including administrative cuts and looking at service levels, eliminating duplicative service and fare restructuring. Staff noted that thanks to Measure R, fares for seniors, students, the disabled and Medicare recipients remain at current levels for the first five years of Measure R implementation. Staff also noted that we already took steps to cut administrative expenses by $65 million last fall, and there was no wage increase for employees this fiscal year and a hiring freeze remains in effect.     

FSP Shooting Incident

The Sheriff’s Department is investigating a shooting incident that took place on Friday, January 22, 2010 at approximately 4:50 p.m. involving one of our contracted Freeway Service Patrol (FSP) drivers who was shot in the back while assisting a motorist on the I-5 South & Atlantic Boulevard. 

When the shooting occurred, the driver said he felt a sharp pain in his back, but did not react until he exited the freeway and noticed he was bleeding. He then called FSP dispatch for assistance and was transported to County USC Medical Center for treatment. While at the hospital, doctors discovered that the driver was shot once in the back with a small caliber firearm. Doctors removed the bullet and he was released later that evening. 

California Highway Patrol Officers assigned to the FSP program are assisting in the investigation and have increased patrols along this freeway segment. We are also providing full FSP service along this segment of the freeway. 
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Freeway Closures Postponed

 

The full freeway closures scheduled to begin with ramp and lane closures tonight and tomorrow night have been postponed. The segment from the I-10 to Santa Monica Boulevard will resume on the evening of January 27, 2010 for one night and the segment from Santa Monica Blvd. to Wilshire Blvd. will resume on the evening of January 28, 2010 for one night. While the full freeway closures will be postponed, ramp closure and some lane closures will be closed tonight for one night only at the following locations:  Sunset on-ramp to NB I-405, Moraga on-ramp to NB I-405, Sunset on-ramp to SB I-405 and Skirball/Mulholland on-ramp to SB I-405. All project updates will continue to be available online at www.metro.net/I-405.  

Eighteenth Annual Empowerment Congress Summit

 

On Saturday, January 23rd 2010, Staff participated in the Eighteenth Annual Empowerment Congress Summit hosted by Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas. Approximately 1,000 people, including state and local elected officials from the South Bay, City of Los Angeles and the Westside attended the event. We hosted an information booth featuring the Rider Relief Program, Rosa Parks Pedestrian Improvement Program, Small Business Development Outreach and the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Study. Following Supervisor Ridley-Thomas's 2nd Annual State of the Second District portion of the program and the keynote presentation by Marian Wright Edelman, founder of the Children's Defense Fund, participants joined various panel discussions. Among those was a very well-attended panel entitled Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Line: More Than Just A Ride in which we were among the panelists.
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