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	President Obama Releases Fiscal Year 2011 Budget – Including Transportation Priorities
This morning, the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget was released by the White House and includes a request for $79 billion in transportation spending, which represents a 2% increase over last year’s budget. In a welcome development consistent with our Board-approved support for a National Infrastructure Bank, the budget released today includes a request for $4 billion for a National Infrastructure Innovation and Finance Fund. As outlined in the budget, the fund would issue grants and loans for transportation projects that provide significant economic benefit to the United States. The budget also includes a request for $42.1 billion in Federal-aid Highway programs, including a new $200 million program for a Livable Communities grant program. The budget includes $10.8 billion in transit funding, with $1.8 billion for the New and Small Starts program and $2.8 billion reserved for efforts to improve transit infrastructure. Please find here a link to a formal document outlining President Obama’s FY2011 Budget request for the U.S. Department of Transportation.
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2010/Budget.pdf
New Base Map Launched for Regional Integration of Intelligent Transportation System 
Today, staff launched an updated Regional Integration of Intelligent Transportation System (RIITS) map with enhanced features that includes additional data sources and expanded geographic coverage of all five Southern California Counties.

The Countywide Planning Department has been managing the RIITS Program since the network was deployed in November 2004. A new map was needed due to the size of the data sources and information between public and private agencies accessing near real-time multi-modal data. The new map, which is 100% Metro-owned, gives the user a visually clear interactive experience with sophisticated navigation and menu manipulation capabilities to access detailed multi-modal data information at variable zoom-in levels. Standard features include freeway display and arterial traffic flow conditions; closed circuit television and freeway travel time estimates; additional layering capabilities of more transportation modes and agencies; and the ability to set mapping preferences for each user’s own geographic area. We have also added Foothill Transit, District 8 and 12??  of the California Highway Patrol region wide incident data in near real time to the new map.

Staff from the Gateway Cities Area Planning Team will be going to the Board in March with a live demonstration to officially launch the new map.   
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