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	W Hotel Grand Opening at Hollywood/Vine

This morning, I joined Board Chair Najarian, Board members Zev Yaroslavsky, Antonio Villaraigosa and Rita Robinson in a grand opening ceremony for the new W Hotel and Residences at the Hollywood/Vine Metro Red Line Station in Hollywood. This joint development, one of the crown jewels of our Joint Development Program, includes a 305-room hotel, 143 condominiums and 375 apartments, 78 of which are affordable units, as well as 45,000 square feet of retail space – all easily accessible above the Metro Rail station.  

The project will benefit the public whether they step foot in the W Hotel or not. Chief among these are key transit plaza improvements such as beautiful new portal canopy and other aesthetic and landscaping upgrades. The plaza provides clear linkages for transit patrons utilizing both Metro Bus and Metro Rail services. The project also includes a bicycle storage room for multi-modal transit customers, as well as public restrooms. The developer is also completing a second elevator for transit user access to the subway. We received a new on-site bus terminal, complete with operator restrooms, at the corner of Argyle and Selma. This facility, as well as other on-street layover areas, gives Metro buses and operators a place to layover at the end of their runs. All of these improvements were completed at no cost to us.

Numerous media outlets covered the grand opening, with stories expected to run today and over the weekend.  

Media Alert - Metro Gold Line vs. Car Accident
At approximately 1:08 p.m. a northbound Metro Gold Line train struck an automobile traveling westbound on Glenarm north of Mission Station. The automobile landed on its side blocking both tracks. One person in the auto was injured and transported to a nearby hospital. Two people on board the train received minor injuries and were treated at the scene and released. There were approximately 100 passengers on board the train at the time of the accident. Rail Operations reports there was no damage to the overhead caternary system or the tracks. This intersection contains four-quadrant gates which were working properly at the time of the accident. All emergency response personnel was notified and responded. During the incident, southbound trains were turned back from Fillmore Station and northbound trains were turned back at Mission. The accident was cleared at 3:15 p.m. and normal service was restored. A bus bridge was put into place to transport passengers from one station to the other. Media Relations staff responded to the scene and provided updates to the news media. Stories on the accident are expected to run tonight. 
Construction Notice(s)

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

Full freeway lane and ramp closures to delineate temporary traffic lanes on the northbound I-405 between Wilshire Boulevard and Moraga Drive are planned for tonight and morning of Saturday, January 30, 2010. Ramp closures may start as early as 8:00 p.m., followed by freeway lane closures at 9:00 p.m., and full freeway segment closures from 1:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Additional work is scheduled next week as well. For full construction details, click here.
Web link:  http://www.metro.net/projects_studies/I405/images/I-405-Freeway-Restriping-Wilshire-to-Moraga.pdf
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Copier Paper

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure copier paper. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 4, 2010 through May 30, 2010.

Copier Paper is used throughout the agency for reproducing documents. Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier/paper mill to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contacting Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

IFB for Trash Bags on Metro Buses

Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure trash bags that are placed in buses.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 4, 2010 through May 30, 2010.

The trash bags covered under this procurement are used by our customers to dispose of trash in our buses. Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events 
Next week, I will be meeting with Director Katz and attending Director Antonovich’s Traffic Executive Committee meeting. I will also be taking part in a photo shoot with Los Angeles Magazine and participating in a podcast interview to discuss agency related items. I will also be attending the Expo Board meeting and I’m also planning to attend the 121st Annual Inaugural Dinner presented by the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. And finally, I will be attending and speaking at the Southern California Transit Forum in Orange County.
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