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	U.S. Senate Poised to Act on Stimulus Bill Next Week

Today, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) announced that he plans to hold a vote next week on jobs legislation designed to boost the U.S. economy. Senator Reid and his Democratic colleagues announced their support for a plan that would likely include business tax breaks and extensions of numerous economic stimulus measures that are set to expire. Late last year the House adopted a $154 billion jobs package (HR 2847) that combined tax breaks with infrastructure spending and extended unemployment benefits. Among the provisions expected in the Senate stimulus bill is an extension of the surface transportation authorization that formally expired last year. Senator Reid has expressed an interest in adopting the Senate’s version of a stimulus bill by February 12th. 
Measure R Oversight Committee Judge Appointment

This morning, Mayor Villaraigosa appointed Justice Candace Cooper to the Measure R Independent Taxpayers Oversight Committee. The Measure R Traffic Relief and Rail Expansion ordinance requires that a retired judge be appointed to this committee. I look forward to working with Justice Candace Cooper.

Sheriff, LAPD Conduct Joint Operation on Metro Blue Line

Following this morning’s successful joint Sheriff’s Department and Los Angeles Police Department crackdown on vehicle and pedestrian safety violators along the Metro Blue Line, Media Relations issued photos and a press release and will use video from the operation in the Spring Metro Motion cable television show to help promote safety awareness and reduce accidents. A post also went up on The Source on metro.net this afternoon. 
http://www.metro.net/news_info/press/Metro_018_2010.htm
Media Inquiry on the Status of SR-710 Draft Geotechnical Summary Report

A reporter with the Glendale News Press interviewed staff about the status of the SR-710 Tunnel. The reporter was told Caltrans had completed the Draft Geotechnical Summary Report. A series of six community meetings is being conducted to allow the public an opportunity to view the presentation on the findings and to make comments. The final report, along with the public comments, will be submitted sometime in March to Caltrans and our Board will then determine the next step, if any. The reporter asked about the effect of the approval of going forward with the public private partnership review. It was explained to him that in most of our major projects a determination will be made as to the most economical and efficient way to move forward if a decision to do so is made by the Board and the environmental effects of the project are fully determined and reviewed.

San Fernando Valley Public Hearing 

Yesterday, the San Fernando Valley Service Sector conducted a hearing to receive public input on proposed changes to bus service in the San Fernando Valley. Staff presented service changes for eight bus lines, with recommendations for minor route changes, resource reallocations, line extensions, or to make demonstration lines permanent.  

 

Although public comment was mixed, there was no overwhelming opposition to the proposed changes. Comments from Governance Council members were minimal. The meeting lasted about 45 min and approximately 20 members of the public were in attendance.  

 

After evaluating public input, the next steps involve the San Fernando Valley Governance Council voting on the proposed changes at their regular March meeting. Our Board will review all modifications to bus service before final approval. If approved by the Board, the changes will go into effect June 27, 2010 or later.

 

Metro Orange Line Extension Community Presentation

Yesterday, staff working on the Orange Line Extension Project made a presentation to the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council (CNC) regarding concerns raised last year with the proposed architectural finishes and landscaping at Chatsworth Station during the adoption of the Environmental Impact Report. Staff reported on the progress of the project and clarified how each of CNC's concerns has been addressed. The report included information about the completion of the north parking lot expansion at Chatsworth Station and final design of Lassen Bridge which will allow us to close the south end of the parking lot in the next several months for staging construction of the bridge. The pending award of the Design-Build Contract will also allow significant underground work to commence soon to relocate the overhead utilities on Lassen Street. The CNC president thanked us for following up on their request to provide a status of the Chatsworth Station design and satisfactorily resolving the group’s concerns.

The CNC's mission is to provide an open forum for public discussion of issues concerning the Chatsworth community and to facilitate communication between the City of Los Angeles and Community Stakeholders. 
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