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	Obama Budget Keeps Funding Level for Transit Security Grants

The President’s Fiscal Year 2011 Budget that was released earlier this week proposes to keep funding for transit security at the same level provided in Fiscal Year 2010. Specifically, the Budget proposes providing $300 million for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Transportation Security Grant Program and $138 million for the Transportation Security Agency’s Surface Transportation Security Program. Since 2003 to 2010, we have received an estimated $36.5 million (53%) out of $69.3 million in Transit Security Grant Program funding allocated to the Greater Los Angeles Regional Transit Security Working Group. The funding was provided to us to prevent, respond, and recover from acts of terrorism; harden security at our critical infrastructures; provide visible inter-modal protection and response teams; and provide awareness training to security and transit personnel. We will continue to work with Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency to apply for future grant funds that address the "National Preparedness Priorities."  

U.S. Transportation Secretary Expected to Announce TIGER Grants Shortly

Within the next two weeks U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood is expected to announce approximately $1.5 billion in grants for transportation projects funded through the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program that was created under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act  of 2009 (ARRA). The grants will be awarded on a competitive basis to projects that will have a significant impact on the nation, a region or metropolitan area and will create jobs and benefit economically distressed areas. The grants will range from $20 million up to $300 million to support high impact transportation projects. The Southern California region banded together last year to submit a number of goods movement projects for consideration for TIGER grants. A total of over $54 billion in TIGER grant requests were received by the U.S. Department of Transportation from stakeholders across the United States. I look forward to promptly sharing information on the TIGER grant awards once they are made by Secretary LaHood. 

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Federal Advocacy RFP

Procurement released a Request for Proposals (RFP) PS10713008, Federal Legislative Advocacy Teams Services on February 3, 2010. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 1, 2010 to March, 25, 2010.

The Federal Advocacy Team will assist in the development of legislative policies and carry out an aggressive advocacy program to advance our interests in Washington, D.C. This procurement action is a result of a Board action. Item #69, January 28, 2010.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Rick Owens, Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1063.

Bus Engine Repower Installation Kits

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure bus engine re-power installation kits. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 10, 2010 through April 6, 2010.

Conversion kits are needed for the re-power of NABI Low Floor buses. These buses are currently powered by the Detroit Diesel Series 50 CNG engines and will be re-powered to operate with Doosan GK12C CNG engines.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, Senior Contract Administrator, at 213-922-1454.

Drills and Taps 

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure drills and taps.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 11, 2010 through May 30, 2010.

Drills and Taps are tools used by our maintenance personnel to perform repairs on our fleet of buses. Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contacting Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Computer Monitors

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure computer monitors. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 11, 2010 through May 30, 2010.

Computer monitors are used throughout the agency as replacements when an existing monitor cannot be repaired. Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contacting Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be joining Councilmember Tom La Bonge to discuss transit related items. I will also be participating in a podcast interview to discuss High Speed Rail funding and attending the monthly General Managers meeting. I will also be attending Move LA’s “We Love LA” Valentine event to celebrate the passage of Measure R.
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