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	State Budget Update

The Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee started their hearing on the Senate Democrat proposal. The Senate budget proposal would eliminate the sales tax on gasoline and replace it with an 18 cent excise tax. The revenue generated for this tax would be allocated to debt service and then 30% for SHOPP, 30% for STIP and 40% for Local Streets and Roads. The Senate proposes to keep the sales tax on diesel which will provide approximately $313 m annually. The funds would be allocated 75% to STA and 25% for Intercity rail.  The Senate is also proposing a $400 million one-time funding to the STA from the current year PTA balance. Also, the Senate Democrats are proposing a regional fee that would be imposed locally by the regional metropolitan planning organizations. The fee would have to go to the voters. 

Senator Bob Huff (D – Glendora) said that the funds being proposed are not enough for transit. He is concerned that the Legislature has developed another scheme that the California Transit Association will challenge in the courts and win. Senator Alex Padilla (D- Pacoima) also said that Los Angeles Metro needs more funds than the levels the Senate Democrats are proposing.

At this time, the Committee is still discussing the transit piece of the budget. We expect that the Committee will take action on the proposal. Our Metro Sacramento representative testified on behalf of LA Metro urging the Legislature not to dismantle historical funding programs and to restore transit funding.  We will share any new developments.

REMINDER: U.S. Department of Transportation to Hold Surface Transportation Reauthorization Outreach Meeting At Metro Headquarters This Friday
As was shared last Monday in a Daily Brief item, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer will hold an outreach meeting in our Board Room this Friday (9:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.) that will be focused on efforts related to the authorization of our nation’s next surface transportation bill. The outreach meeting will bring together a variety of transportation stakeholders to discuss a range of matters that will be addressed in the next authorization bill, including: goods movement and economic development, livability and sustainability matters, safety, among other issues. During a portion of the outreach meeting, Secretary LaHood and Senator Boxer plan to hold a town hall discussion on how Congress and the Administration can advance a strong surface transportation bill in the future. The U.S. Department of Transportation has cordially invited all Board members to participate in their surface transportation reauthorization outreach meeting. Board members may RSVP for the event by emailing ReauthRSVP@dot.gov. 

Construction Notice(s)

Crenshaw Boulevard & Exposition Blvd.

This Expo construction notice is regarding upcoming temporary lane closures on:

Where:             
Intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard
What:

Waterline Installation
When:

Monday, February 15 through Friday, February 19, 2010 



(Nighttime Work Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.)
Traffic Impacts:
· 
Southbound Crenshaw Boulevard will be narrowed to one lane; turns onto eastbound Exposition Boulevard and Exposition Place will be prohibited. Turns onto westbound Exposition Boulevard will be allowed but turns onto Exposition Place will be prohibited.
· 
Northbound Crenshaw Boulevard will remain open to through traffic at all times; eastbound turns onto Exposition Boulevard will be allowed, however, westbound turns onto Exposition Boulevard will be prohibited.
· 
Eastbound and Westbound Exposition Boulevard will be narrowed to one lane in each direction. Left turns from Exposition Boulevard (in either direction) onto Crenshaw Boulevard will be prohibited.
· 
Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers through the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Advisories:
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone.
La Brea Avenue & Jefferson Blvd.

This Expo construction notice is regarding the following upcoming temporary overnight lane closures: 
What:                Temporary Overnight Lane Closures on La Brea Avenue and 


Jefferson Boulevard
When:              
February 15, 2010 through March 3, 2010


(Nighttime work hours: Monday through Friday; 9:00 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.)
Where:             
Construction crews will be working in the northbound lanes of La Brea 

Avenue and the westbound and eastbound lanes of Jefferson 


Boulevard.

Traffic Impacts:
· Northbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be limited to one through lane at all

times. Southbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will not be impacted.
· Westbound Jefferson Boulevard will be limited to one through lane at all 
times. No left turns will be allowed during this construction activity.
· Eastbound Jefferson Boulevard will be limited to two through lane at all times. 
No left turns will be allowed during this construction activity.
· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to 
safely direct drivers through the construction zones in order to minimize the 
disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
· Due to additional construction activities in the area, La Brea Avenue will be 
closed overnight to all vehicular traffic, between Jefferson Boulevard and 
Rodeo Road, on February 15 through February 17, 2010, from 9:00 p.m. to 
5:30 a.m.
Advisories:       
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
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