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	U.S. Department of Transportation Announces TIGER Grants
Today, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced $1.5 billion in transportation grants for a variety of mobility projects across the nation. According to the USDOT, they received over $54 billion in grant requests from transportation stakeholders nationwide for the $1.5 billion available in the TIGER program. The funding for these grants was provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for projects that could deliver significant economic and environmental benefits to a metropolitan area, a region or the nation.  The funding is intended to improve roads, bridges, rail, ports, transit and intermodal facilities in dozens of states. For California, the announcement today resulted in a total of $130 million in TIGER grants. For our region, one TIGER grant was announced and that was $33.8 million for the Colton Crossing Freight Corridor. Earlier this year our agency had joined with major transportation stakeholders in southern California to propose ten projects that could receive TIGER funding, in addition to a joint-request of $38 million for Positive Train Control. The USDOT did not elect to provide TIGER funds to these projects [see attached fact sheet on regional request]. For your review, is a state-by-state review of TIGER grant recipients, along with a project-by-project review of TIGER grant recipients. The Fiscal Year 2010 transportation appropriations bill signed into law by the President last year provided $600 million for a discretionary grant program similar to the TIGER grant program. Our agency will be engaged in efforts to successfully secure a portion of these funds for worthwhile mobility projects in our region.
State Budget Update
The Board last month adopted an “oppose” position to the Governor’s budget proposal because it seeks to eliminate the sales tax on gas, which will permanently eliminate the funding sources for Proposition 42, including public transit. We appreciate Legislative efforts to restore some of the transit funding through the infusion of $400 million in one-time funding for the State Transit Assistance (STA) and for their support in the 75%/25% split on funds generated from the sales tax on diesel in favor of STA. Although we appreciate these efforts, we are still concerned with the dismantling of historical funding sources for public transit and the long-term financial impacts that will lead to reductions in service and potential job losses. We would like to work with the Legislature on budget solutions that could help with our funding challenges, including: 
· Support the distribution of the sales tax on diesel to be split 75% to STA and 25% to Intercity rail; 

· Allow counties with ready-to-go construction projects to receive an advance of 

· Proposition 1B Public Transportation Modernization Improvement and Service Enhancement Account (PTMISEA) funds ahead of other counties who have not drawn down prior year funding; 

· Include contingency language that would restore the sales tax if the excise tax is invalidated; 

· Ensure that any index methods that are considered be truly tied to the price of gas and not an estimate or proxy; and, 

· Authorize SCAG to establish Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) based eligibility rules for the new regional fee, but mandate the delegation of fee adoption, distribution and project selection fee to the county level transportation programming authorities.
For questions, please feel free to contact Patricia Torres Bruno at 213.922.4145 or at torrespat@metro.net.
State Budget Update #2
As reported yesterday, the Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee considered the Senate Democrat budget proposal even though there was no official bill language. The Senate budget proposal passed along party lines. We understand that the Senate may take up some budget bills tomorrow but will not consider the tax swap. We understand that the Senate and the Assembly will consider the tax swap on Monday, February 22. 2010.

Media Alert - Los Angeles Times Looks at Congestion Pricing 

The Times may publish an article tomorrow that looks at a proposal in Orange County that would allow single-car drivers to pay a toll to use freeway carpool lanes on the I-405 to fund freeway improvements. A reporter interviewed Metro executive officer Stephanie Wiggins about the congestion pricing demonstration project planned for Los Angeles County on the 1-10 and the 110 freeways. Stephanie noted that here net revenue generated would be re-invested in the corridor to fund transit and carpool improvements but both counties will utilize congestion pricing to better manage traffic demand. The reporter reviewed plans for the demonstration project in Los Angeles County and went over some of the planned benefits including re-striping the El Monte Busway to create two HOV lanes in each direction, and the purchase of 60 transit buses to serve the corridors. Staff also noted public hearings are scheduled March 9-10 on the HOT Lanes draft EIR/EA.
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