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	State Budget Update
Today, the Assembly passed ABX8 6 the transportation funding bill that includes the Senate Democrat budget “tax swap” proposal. The bill does make progress in restoring transit funding by providing a one-time shot of $400 million to the State Transit Assistance (STA) program, increases the amount of sales tax on diesel to ensure a minimum of $350 million annually and could grow up to $400 million. This money is then split 75%/25% in favor of STA. The Senate proposal also provides authority to local metropolitan planning organizations to impose a fee related to SB 375. Specifically, the bill allows for transportation commission in the SCAG region to have the authority to impose the fee. The revenues generated could be used for transit, including transit operations, and pedestrian and bike improvements. The bill will now head to the Senate. 
The Senate was also scheduled to vote on the tax swap today, but Leadership has delayed the vote. The vote could come as early as tomorrow. We have attached a letter regarding our position on the Senate Democrat proposal on behalf of the agency and signed by our Chairman Ara Najarian and myself. The letter has been distributed to the Legislature.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100222_Ltr_of_State_Budget.pdf
Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Line (LRT) Initiates New Search for Maintenance Yard Facility

Today, 20 elected and agency representatives from the Cities of Los Angeles, Inglewood, El Segundo and Torrance joined staff for a tour of the Metro Blue Line and Green Line light rail maintenance and service facilities. The tour is part of an initial outreach effort to begin the process of identifying and analyzing new sites along the proposed Crenshaw/LAX LRT line that may be considered for a new maintenance facility. The tour familiarized participants with our operations and site requirements for such a facility. Participants expressed great interest in the overall compatibility of rail yards with other land uses, including residential. As a follow up to this tour, we will host a Community Workshop on Wednesday, February 24, 2010, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Westchester United Methodist Church, 8065 Emerson Avenue, Los Angeles.  

Construction Notice(s)

Flower Street Between 12th Street and 37th Street
This Expo construction notice is regarding temporary lane closures and intermittent full closures of Flower Street between 12th Street to 37th Street scheduled for February 22, 2010 through April 2, 2010.

When:   Weekly Nighttime Work Hours: 9:00 p.m. 5:00 a.m. 
· Monday, February 22 through Monday, March 1 - Overhead Catenary Foundations (OCS)
· Monday, February 22 through Friday, April 2 - Waterline Crossing & Duct Bank Construction
· Monday, February 22 through Friday, April 2 - Track work Preparation and Construction
Traffic Impacts:
· Vehicular traffic will experience occasional delays and temporary detours on Flower Street from 12th Street to 37th Street during the listed construction activities.
· All pedestrian access will be maintained.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter    the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
Trousdale Parkway Closure

This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary closure of Trousdale Parkway scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2010 through Friday, March 19, 2010.
What: Temporary Street Closure of Trousdale Parkway with k-rail barricades. 
When: Monday, February 22, 2010 through Friday, March 19, 2010
Work Hours: 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Where: Trousdale Parkway will be closed with k-rail barricades, to both vehicular and

pedestrian traffic at the intersection with Exposition Boulevard. 
Traffic Impacts:    
· NO vehicular or pedestrian traffic will be allowed to cross the right-of-way by use of Trousdale Parkway during this construction activity. All traffic will be directed to Watt Way or Pardee Way.
· Vehicular or pedestrian access on Exposition Boulevard will not be impacted.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter    the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
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