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	U.S. Senate Slated to Act Tonight on Jobs Bill that Includes Extension of SAFETEA-LU

This evening, the U.S. Senate is expected to act on legislation to provide jobless benefits, healthcare programs and extend our nation’s surface transportation through December 31, 2010. The legislation had been caught in a fierce battle between Senator Jim Bunning of Kentucky and Senate leaders. Senator Bunning’s one-man filibuster of this legislation was based on his belief that the cost of the measure must be off-set by Congress. The agreement reached with Senator Bunning will reportedly permit him to offer an amendment that would seek to off-set the cost of the bill he has blocked for several days now. If the deal with Senator Bunning holds this evening, thousands of federal highway employees, who had been furloughed as a result of his filibuster, will likely be able to return to work later this week.
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Local and State Highway Funds Savings Exchange with Surface Transportation Program Local Funds (STPL)
Los Angeles County ARRA funding recipients are experiencing cost savings for their transportation projects due to the very competitive construction bids they are receiving. We previously provided an opportunity to exchange ARRA project construction bid savings with STPL funds for agencies that could meet a December 10, 2009 deadline as approved by the Board. We have contacted jurisdictions regarding an additional opportunity to exchange remaining ARRA bid savings with STPL funds (see attached letter). If a jurisdiction wishes to participate in this exchange, they must submit their award package to local Caltrans District 7 offices and inform us by March 15, 2010 that they would like to participate in the exchange. For further information on this exchange opportunity, please contact Patricia Chen at (213) 922-3041 or via email at chenp@metro.net or Avital Shavit at (213) 922-7518 or via email at shavita@metro.net.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100302_STPL_ARRA_Exchange_Letter.pdf
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger Signs the State Cash Resources Bill

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed ABX8 5, a bill that would give state finance officials more flexibility in dealing with short-term cash-flow problems. Last week, California Treasurer Bill Lockyer announced his plan to postpone a sale of up to $2 billion of municipal bonds due to a delay in passage of ABX8 5. We expect that the Treasurer will now move forward with his planned bond sale. Please click here ABX8 5 to review the bill.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=abx8_5&sess=CUR&house=B&author=committee_on_budget
Legislative Analyst Issues 2010-2011 Review of the Governor’s Transportation Budget
Today, the State Legislative Analyst issued its review of the Governor’s Proposed 2010-2011 Transportation Budget. This is one of a series of reports prepared by the Analyst which reviews different areas of the State Budget. The Legislature considers these recommendations when evaluating the Governor’s budget proposal. While the Legislature did not act upon a modified version of the Governor’s proposal to swap the sales tax on gas with an increased gas tax, it is quite possible that the Legislature may consider this proposal in the future.  At this point, indications are that these discussions would take place in the context of the larger budget discussions in the regular session.

Please click here if you would like to review the report.

http://www.lao.ca.gov/laoapp/PubDetails.aspx?id=2214
Metro Blue Line Weekend Bus Bridge 

This morning, Media Relations issued a press release announcing full closure of Metro Blue Line service for the next two weekends from Washington Station to 7th/Metro Center due to construction work on the Expo light rail line at downtown Los Angeles. A  Bus Bridge will begin operating Friday, March 5, 2010 at 9:00 p.m.

Press release links:  http://www.metro.net/news/Simple_PR/full-closure-metro-blue-line-service-for-expo/
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