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	House Adopts Jobs Bill – Measure Now Headed To The U.S. Senate

Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives narrowly adopted (217 to 201) legislation (H.R. 2847) designed to provide payroll tax relief for businesses that hire new workers. The legislation also includes provisions providing for an extension of the nation’s surface transportation program through December 31, 2010 and an extension of the Build America Bonds program. The bill now heads back to the U.S. Senate for their consideration. 
State Legislature Approves Gas Tax/Sales Tax Swap 

Today, the State Assembly and Senate approved two bills enacting the Legislature’s version of the Governor’s transportation funding proposal.  The following summarizes the two bills passed by the Legislature:
AB8x 6 – Enacts the removal of the sales tax from gasoline sales and applies an increased excise tax on gasoline.  The bill retains the sales tax on diesel fuels but at an increased rate which would begin to be allocated to transit operators in FY 2012.  

AB8x 9 – Enacts the allocation of the new excise tax revenue and provides funding for public transit. Specifically AB8x 9 provides that excise tax revenue will be used to pay the debt service on transportation bonds and the balance will be allocated to the State Transportation Improvement Program (44%), the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (12%) and to local street and road repair (44%).  The bill allocates funds to public transit by making $400 million in fund available from the Public Transportation Account to transit operators for the remainder of the current fiscal year and through FY 2011.  

The bill package approved today deletes the provisions authorizing the imposition of a regional fee linked to SB 375 implementation. That provision was in an earlier version of the Legislature’s proposal but was stricken from the legislation. 

Status of Blue Ribbon Committee for Near Term Strategic Plan
We have established a Blue Ribbon Committee (BRC) that is represented by key stakeholders to help guide the development of a regional transit vision that will serve as the blueprint for creating a better transit system and improving regional mobility using fewer resources. 

The second meeting of the BRC was held on Tuesday, March 2, 2010 from 9:00 am -12:00 p.m. Committee members were asked to help define roles and responsibilities for Metro bus, rail, municipal operators and local return operators ; prioritize markets we serve; and define key attributes for the transit network. Discussion from BRC members suggested strengthening our role as an overall planner and coordination of transit services; establishing Metro rail and Bus Rapid Transit services as the backbone of the regional transit network; establishing a seamless network of local, limited and Rapid bus service through better coordination and reduced duplication of Metro and Muni bus services; and relying on local return operators and the Los Angeles Department of Transportation to complement the network with a system of local shuttles and community routes.  Committee members also stated that we should focus on serving non-discretionary riders and attract discretionary riders by improving service quality, convenience and ease of use. The committee also stated that our resources should be allocated more towards productive areas rather than coverage throughout the region, particularly given the financial constraints. 

The next meeting of the BRC is scheduled to take place April 6, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in the Union Station Room at Gateway Plaza.
 
Measure R Local Return Check Presentation to the City of Palmdale
 

Yesterday, at the Palmdale City Council Annual meeting, Board Chair Ara Najarian, Director Michael Antonovich and I presented to City officials the first six-month installment check of Measure R 15% Local Return dollars. These funds can be used by the City for major street resurfacing, pothole repair, improving traffic congestion, bikeways, pedestrian improvements, signal synchronization and general transit improvements.

Media Inquiries into Upcoming Eastside Site Dedication Ceremony
Today, reporters from the Associated Press (AP), Sing Tao Newspaper (Chinese publication) and KPCC Radio interviewed staff members in advance of the Eastside Site Dedication & Memorial Wall Unveiling event to be held Monday, March 8, 2010 at the Evergreen Cemetery. Media Relations, Community Relations and Environmental Compliance & Service staff provided background information and pictures for stories about the human remains that were discovered in a potter’s field. The findings, which dated back to the late 1800’s, were discovered during construction of the East Portal of the Edward R. Roybal Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. During the interviews, staff also explained that the process of honoring poor immigrants and others from the last century when they are discovered in unmarked graves. The process traditionally takes place with the vital participation of the community. Stories are expected to run during the weekend or Monday.

Alleged Ponzi Scheme Targeting Retired LA Bus Operators

Media Relations received calls today from reporters with the Daily Journal and the Bureau of National Affairs regarding an announcement by the Securities and Exchange Commission that they have filed fraud charges against a Los Angeles-based investment advisory firm and its principal and obtained an emergency court order to halt a $14.7 million Ponzi scheme targeting retired Los Angeles bus operators. The reporters were told that it is the responsibility of the individuals to make their own financial decisions upon retirement and that the agency does offer one-on-one retirement counseling to employees retiring and that the individuals can bring in their own financial advisors if they wish, but the ultimate decision as to their financial course is up to the individual.  We make no recommendations as to how they should invest or if they should invest at all. Below is the news release issued today by the Securities and Exchange Commission.
http://www.sec.gov/news/press/2010/2010-33.htm
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

As part of the pre-construction activities for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project, the Contractor will perform grinding and saw-cutting work on the right-hand shoulder of the I-405 freeway between the I-10 and US-101 freeways. This night-time work activity is designed to shave and level out the highway road pavement as part of construction for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project. Night-time work activities for the two right freeway lane and ramp closures on the northbound and southbound I-405 freeway will continue and is anticipated to last for approximately three more weeks, weather permitting.  Lane and ramp closures will be from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., with the freeway open to thru traffic. Freeway segments for the upcoming weeks are scheduled as follows: 

· Northbound I-405, Getty Center Drive to Skirball March 5, 8, and 9.

· Northbound I-405, Skirball to Ventura Blvd. March 10, 11, and 12

Ramp and lane closures will be coordinated with Caltrans. Detour signs will be posted where ramp closures occur. There will be the same number of thru traffic lanes as there are currently at the completion of this activity. The saw-cut and grind work activity is being conducted in addition to the on-going full freeway closures and lane re-striping work activities on the I-405. For information regarding freeway lane re-striping work and the corresponding full freeway closures, visit www.metro.net/I-405.
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