	Tuesday, March 9, 2010

20100309-1

In this issue:
· Legislation Renewing Federal CNG Tax Credit Moves Forward In Congress
· Cross Valley Connector Grand Opening Event
· Construction Notice - Removal and Replacement of Existing Train Tracks - Blue Line Tie-in Work



	Legislation Renewing Federal CNG Tax Credit Moves Forward In Congress

Earlier today, the U.S. Senate moved to advance legislation (H.R. 4213) that includes a package of tax provisions, including an extension of a Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) tax credit that directly benefits our agency.  Our Board-approved 2010 Legislative Program instructed our staff to aggressively advocate for a long-term extension of the alternative fuels excise tax credit, which expired on December 31, 2009.  Our staff will continue to aggressively push for the extension of the federal CNG tax credit, which is worth approximately $20 million annually to our agency.  Please be assured that I will continue to keep the Board apprised of this matter as Congressional consideration of H.R. 4213 continues this week.

Cross Valley Connector Grand Opening Event
The City of Santa Clarita will celebrate the completion of the final phase of the Cross Valley Connector Project on Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. This 8.5 mile east-west arterial will provide a new direct connector between I-5 and SR-14, thereby relieving congestion on the local street network and the I-5/SR-14 Interchange. It will provide improved access to the Metrolink station located on Soledad Canyon Road and the Valencia Industrial Park.  

The City of Santa Clarita has worked with us and its various federal, state, and private sector funding partners on this $245 million project. We contributed $9.4 million to the first phase of the project that extends from I-5 to Copper Hill Drive. 

Construction Notice - Removal and Replacement of Existing Train Tracks - Blue Line Tie-in Work

 This is the latest construction notice regarding construction activities for removal and replacement of existing train tracks and foundation to the Metro Blue Line in preparation for connecting the existing Line to the Expo Light Rail Line. The work is scheduled from Friday, March 12, 2010 at 9:00 p.m. through Monday, March 15, 2010 at 5:00 a.m.

Construction activities will take place on the Metro Blue Line and Exposition Light Rail Transit right-of-way on Flower Street from Pico Boulevard to Venice Boulevard 
 
Traffic Impacts:    
· Businesses within the first 500 feet of the northeast side of Flower Street and Venice Boulevard will experience some limited access during this construction activity.issues will be coordinated and access will be maintained for all other businesses and residents. 
· Electronic message boards, directional signage and flagmen will be used to safely direct drivers and pedestrians around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 
Advisories:   
· Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of Washington Station. However, buses will be used to transport passengers between Washington Station and 7th St./Metro Center. 
· Metro Blue Line commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.
Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
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