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	President Obama Signs Into Law HIRE Act – Includes Extension Of SAFETEA-LU

Today, President Obama signed into law the $17 billion Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment (HIRE) Act that passed Congress earlier this week. The legislation provides tax incentives to businesses to hire and keep workers on the books.  The U.S. Senate approved the HIRE Act earlier this week and included a provision that extends SAFETEA-LU authorization for highway and transit programs through December 31, 2010.  The bill also transferred $19.5 billion to the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) from the General Fund in order to ensure the HTF remains solvent for the remainder of this fiscal year. The HIRE Act also includes a mechanism for the Highway Trust Fund to collect interest on deposits. Historically the HTF has not been credited with interest earned despite many years of significant balances; virtually all other federal trust funds are credited with interest. 

Assembly Speaker Pèrez Announces Leadership and Committee Appointments

Assembly John Pèrez today announced his appointments to key leadership positions and Committees in his administration.  The new Speaker pro Tempore is Assemblymember Fiona Ma (D-San Francisco) and Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield (D-Van Nuys) was appointed as Chair of the Assembly Budget Committee. The new Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee is Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal (D- Long Beach).  As a former Metro Board Director, Assemblymember Lowenthal possesses a wealth of knowledge of our transportation policy and funding issues. 

Other key appointments include:

Assistant Speaker pro Tempore –Honorable Isadore Hall – (D-Los Angeles)

Majority Floor Leader – Honorable Charles Calderon – (D-Whittier)

Assistant Majority Floor Leader – Honorable Kevin De Leòn (D-Los Angeles)

Majority Policy Leader – Honorable Mike Feuer (D-Los Angeles)

Majority Whip – Honorable Noreen Evans – (D-Santa Rosa)

Assistant Whip – Honorable Lori Saldana (D-San Diego)

Democratic Caucus Chair – Honorable Jerry Hill (D-South San Francisco)

Rules Committee Chair – Honorable Nancy Skinner (D-Berkeley) 

Assembly Appropriations Committee – Honorable Felipe Fuentes (D-Los Angeles)

Budget Subcommittee No. 5 on Information Technology/Transportation – Honorable Joan Buchanan (D-San Ramon)

The appointments are effective immediately.  I have attached a complete list of appointments released by the Speaker’s office.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100318_Committees_letters.pdf
2009 Long Range Transportation Plan
The production of the final 2009 Long Range Transportation Plan document has been completed and is posted electronically on metro.net.  The 2009 Plan was adopted by the Board on October 22, 2009 and invests nearly $300 billion in funding highway and transit improvements through 2040.  

We are proposing to print hard copies of the 2009 Plan document and a separate supplement to the Plan identifying the updated Strategic Plan projects that the Board has invited the subregional Council of Governments (COGs) to submit by March 25th.  We would anticipate that the supplement would be a 4-6 page color copy document with a list and map of any new Strategic Plan highway and transit projects approved by the Board in May.  We are consulting with the COGs regarding this approach.

If we proceed with this approach, the 2009 Plan would be available in April and the Strategic Plan supplement would likely be available in late June/early July.  In addition to the Plan document, a Technical Document providing background information is in production and will be available later this spring.
http://www.metro.net/projects_studies/images/final-2009-LRTP.pdf
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project

KABC Channel 7 today inquired about the status of construction activities for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project.  Media Relations staff reported that to date construction activity has been limited to preparation work needed in advance of major construction, including some freeway lane restriping work, k-rail placement, freeway shoulder saw-cut and grind and utility undergrounding work.  Impacts to traffic so far have been observed to be minimal, as most construction activity is conducted during night-time hours only, with any freeway lane segment closures scheduled only between midnight and 5:00 a.m. Beginning mid-March, bus patrons on several Metro bus lines traveling through the construction area should anticipate potential delays and intermittent detours.  Staff encouraged the public to go to metro.net/I-405 for the latest construction schedules and information.  The story is expected to air this afternoon.
Community Meeting: Optional Crenshaw Station for the Westside Subway Extension

Last night we hosted a community meeting to take input on whether or not the Westside Subway Extension should include the optional station at Wilshire/Crenshaw. We presented preliminary information from the ongoing Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) about that station along with information about the subway planning effort to date and the future schedule.  Representatives from the City of Los Angeles Planning Department presented information on the area's specific plan, Historic Overlay Zones, and the City's planning process.   About 60 people attended with 21 providing verbal comments at the meeting.  Los Angeles Councilman Tom La Bonge opened the meeting and one of his staff members, along with a representative from Supervisor Ridley-Thomas's office, were present to listen to the community's views.  Reporters from the Larchmont Chronicle and Curbed LA were present.  This fall, staff will present the Draft EIS/EIR for the Westside Subway Extension to the Board along with staff recommendations.
The Source on Metro.net Begins Comprehensive Blue Line Safety Series

In advance of next Wednesday’s Metro Blue Line law enforcement safety event that seeks to promote greater public safety awareness and cooperation in reducing risky behavior along the alignment and to counter misleading and negative media reports about the Blue Line, The Source on metro.net today began a three part series. It is comprehensive – complete with photos, video and charts – fair and balanced that, for the first time, really gives the public the full story about the many pro-active steps we have taken to improve safety on the Blue Line but acknowledging we need the public’s help in doing their share by paying attention and curbing risky behavior. The series will show that the emphasis on the 3 E’s – Engineering, Enforcement and Education – has resulted in a dramatic reduction in overall accidents, particularly those involving trains and motor vehicles – and the Blue Line safety record compares favorably with other transit properties. However, pedestrian accidents remain an ongoing concern and we need the public’s help to complement our efforts to improve safety.

Go to metro.net/thesource to view the series. Board members also are encouraged to participate early next Wednesday morning in a safety event with Deputy CEO Paul Taylor, Commander Dan Finkelstein and more than 40 LA Sherriff’s Department and LA Police Department motorcycle officers who will be conducting a sweep along the Blue Line alignment to cite traffic violators, both motorists and pedestrians. Please contact Patricia Soto for details.
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