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In this issue:
· Los Angeles City Council Supports 30/10 Initiative
· BRU Press Conference on Metro Fares

· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

Los Angeles City Council Supports 30/10 Initiative

Today, the Los Angeles City Council approved a resolution to support 30/10 and incorporate the initiative into the City’s Federal legislative program.  Councilmember Bill Rosendahl presented the resolution and spoke in favor of 30/10. Director Richard Katz and Deputy Mayor Jaime de la Vega provided background and answered questions.  Council President Eric Garcetti, Councilmembers Tom LaBonge, Ed Reyes, Richard Alarcon and Tony Cardenas all spoke in favor of 30/10 and the tremendous benefits the initiative would bring to Los Angeles County including good-paying jobs.  Councilman Rosendahl in his closing comments mentioned that Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Council President Garcetti spoke to President Obama about 30/10 as he departed from LAX this morning. 

BRU Press Conference on Metro Fares

This morning the BRU and other organizations such as the Coalition for Clean Air and the Natural Resources Defense Council held a press conference in front of the agency’s headquarters building to express opposition to upcoming fare increases and to call for a new public hearing to review fares.  Officials also urged California senators’ support for SB 3189 and HR 2746, two federal transportation assistance bills.  Media Relations staff attended the press conference and briefed reporters on the planned fare changes, explaining that previously approved fare increases were delayed by one year as part of the passage of Measure R.  Fares for seniors, students and disabled patrons remain the same until 2013.  Metro fares are still among the lowest of any major transit property. Currently, riders pay only 26 percent of what it costs to operate the service.  The fare change will help the agency, which is now restructuring and reducing 20 percent of non-contract staff in order to reduce costs, offset a $180 million operating deficit next year.  A Board motion to schedule a special board meeting in May to update the public on previously approved fare changes will be considered at the next board meeting.  
Board Box(es)
Board Box Summary - Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications System (LA-RICS):

In June 2009, Board Director & Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa put forward a motion instructing MTA staff to work with the LA-RICS Joint Powers Authority (JPA) in developing a plan to replace the separate radio communications systems used by MTA and its major public safety services providers in our underground rail system. Staff was instructed to report back during the September 2009 Board cycle with quarterly updates/progress reports thereafter. This is the 3rd quarterly report regarding MTA staff participation and findings to date as related to the LA-RICS project. Please click here to  read a copy of the board box.
Board Box Summary- FY 10 Call For Projects Agreements And Call For Projects with June 30, 2010 Lapse Date:

The Board adopted a Timely Use of Funds Policy and a Lapsing Policy for the Call for Projects. These policies require that sponsors receiving Call for Projects grants execute agreements within six months of Board recertification and obligate allocate or expend their dollars within a three year period, respectively. This report provides the list of projects that are out of compliance with these adopted policies and whose funds are subject to lapse. Please click here to read a copy of the board box.

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

All work activity regarding the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project for tonight, April 20 has been canceled due to rain. 
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