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Members of Congress Submit Appropriations Requests For Fiscal Year 2011

A number of Members of Congress from the Los Angeles County Delegation have submitted their FY 2011 appropriations requests in support of transportation-related projects in our county. Earlier this year, House Democrats in Congress pledged not to submit appropriations requests for for-profit institutions, while House Republicans adopted a temporary across the board moratorium on all earmarks. The U.S. Senate has taken no action to limit earmark requests in FY 2011. Representative Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-34), who serves on the House Committee on Appropriations, submitted funding requests that included the Metro Regional Connector, Positive Train Control for Metrolink, Bus Procurement for our agency, among a number of local transportation projects across the 34th Congressional District. Representative Adam Schiff (D-29), who also serves on the House Committee on Appropriations, submitted funding requests that included the Metro Regional Connector, Westside Subway Extension, Crenshaw LAX Light Rail Line, Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension, and Positive Train Control for Metrolink, among a number of other local transportation projects across the 29th Congressional District. A full listing of the appropriations requests submitted by members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation is currently being compiled by our staff and will be shared with all Board Members. 

Metro CEO to Testify Before House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee

Next week, I will be traveling to Washington, D.C. to testify before the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee’s Subcommittee on Highways and Transit at a hearing titled, “Using Innovative Financing To Deliver Highways and Transit Projects.”  The hearing will be held on Wednesday, April 14, 2010 and will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. The hearing will be chaired by Congressman Peter DeFazio (D-OR) and by Ranking Member John Duncan (R-TN). I look forward to sharing a copy of my testimony with all Board Members next week.

Board Chairman Ara Najarian Elected Mayor of Glendale

City of Glendale Councilman Ara Najarian, currently chairman of our Board, was elected to his second term as Glendale Mayor Tuesday night (April 6). Chair Najarian joined the Glendale City Council in 2005 and served a previous term as that city’s mayor during 2007-2008.

In accepting the position, Najarian said the council would continue to look for cost savings while protecting public services and was optimistic that Glendale has weathered the worst of the financial crisis.

During his term as our Board Chair, Najarian has presided over the implementation of transportation improvement projects voted by the public with the passage of Measure R. 

Chair Najarian joined the Board of Directors in May 2006. He also serves on the Board of Directors of the Southern California Regional Rail Authority Board of Directors since January 2007. 

Glendale News Press – Wednesday, April 7: Najarian takes seat as mayor
http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2010/04/07/politics/gnp-mayor040710.art.txt
SCAG General Assembly Retreat May 5-7, 2010
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is inviting our employees to the annual General Assembly Retreat May 5 – 7, 2010, at the La Quinta Resort & Club in Palm Springs. The General Assembly is SCAG’s annual meeting of elected officials, government agencies and their representatives from throughout Southern California, and provides a unique opportunity for attendees to meet and conduct business on important regional issues, while networking with leaders in the region. You can register now at www.scag.ca.gov.
CEO Board Box

Historical Labor Costs and Inflation

In February 2010, staff presented a history of transit in Los Angeles that provided some time series data on productivity, service levels, fares and trends in costs and revenues. Staff observed that inflation adjusted costs are increasing at a greater rate than inflation adjusted revenues, and in order to eliminate the shortfall that results from these trends, staff noted that cost growth must be curtailed and/or additional revenues obtained. During Board discussion we were asked to look at labor costs as an element of cost control. This report documents recent trends in MTA's labor costs compared with inflation.
To view the Board Box in its entirety, click here.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100407_Historical_Labor_Costs.PDF
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

As part of the pre-construction activities for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project, the Contractor is required to ensure that the drainage system along the freeway is clean and clear.  Beginning the night of Wednesday, April 7, 2010, Closed Circuit TV (CCTV) cameras will be used to document the existing conditions of the drainage system on the freeway and ramps.  Drains will be cleaned and the grates will be welded down. Freeway lane closures and ramp closures for the documentation and cleaning of drainage systems will begin Wednesday, April 7, 2010, for approximately two weeks.  This activity will take place between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. Night-time work will be conducted on the #1 and #5 lanes along the I-405 between the Santa Monica Freeway (I-10) and the Ventura Freeway (I-101).  CCTV work will be conducted in segments.  Detour signs will be posted where ramp closures occur. Emergency vehicle access will be maintained.  All construction schedules are subject to change without notice.  See the project web site for additional information at www.metro.net/I-405.
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