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U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer Releases Transportation Appropriations Requests for Fiscal Year 2011

This week, the office of U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) issued a press release detailing the Senator’s transportation funding requests for federal Fiscal Year 2011. The funding requests were submitted to the Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies, which is chaired by Senator Patty Murray (D-WA). For your review, please find attached a listing of Los Angeles County transportation projects identified in Senator Boxer’s transportation funding request. A full list of her state-wide funding requests may be accessed at the following link: http://boxer.senate.gov/en/issues-legislation/upload/thud11.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100514_Boxer_FY11AppropRequests.pdf
Governor’s Revised State Budget

Governor Schwarzenegger today released his May Revision to his budget proposal The Transportation section of the budget is summarized below.
· The recently enacted legislation which modified transportation funding made $650 million available for appropriation by the Legislature. The Governor is proposing that this money be lent to the General Fund. 

· The budget is silent on the one-time allocation of $400 million in State Transit Assistance funds for transit operations that was made available in the budget package approved in March. We expect that the allocation remains in place. 

· The Governor’s January budget proposal called for a moderate allocation of funds to allow transportation bonds to be sold. The May Revise does not modify that allocation. However, the Senate Budget Subcommittee for transportation, yesterday, approved a recommendation to allocate $1.5 billion in funding from Proposition 1B for public transit projects. Metro staff spoke in support of this allocation. This proposal must still proceed through the legislative process.

· The May Revise proposes an additional $100 million in federal stimulus funds for high speed rail, $349,000 of which will be for four new positions.

The proposals in the May Revise relating to transportation are fairly moderate. However, the May Revise proposes very significant modifications and significant cuts of major programs. The Legislature will now begin conducting hearings of the various subcommittees for the next two weeks to be followed by conference committees. 

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100514_FullBudgetSummary.pdf
KPCC Interview on Possible State Transportation Funding Cuts 

This morning, I was interviewed on Air Talk with Larry Mantle on KPCC radio regarding possible cuts to transportation funding that may be contained within the Governor’s revised state budget. I told the reporter that at a time when we are trying to keep fares as low as possible if the state withdraws much needed operation funds we may have to look at additional service cuts within our system, possible a 10-15 percent cut, a direct contradiction with the state mandate to reduce greenhouse gases. Also of concern is the State’s ability to bond under Prop. 1b that could impact highway projects like the I-405 freeway widening project as well as the Expo line currently under construction. Should the state not fulfill its funding commitment we would have to begin to shut down those projects and demobilize. It was noted that the transportation funding package adopted in February includes $400 million for transit operations and that could be at risk. LA County’s share is approximately $115 million. 

California High Speed Rail Project

Voice of Orange County has inquired about plans for a high speed rail station at Union Station as part of the proposed Los Angeles to Anaheim segment. Alex Clifford, Executive Officer for High Speed Rail reported that the high speed rail line is intended to pass through Union Station, and that currently several proposals are being considered on how trains would physically pass through Union Station as part of the California High Speed Rail Authority’s environmental review process. To date, no specific plans for the station have been made, nor has the authority determined how it will spend $2.25 billion in ARRA funding. We continue to seek funding for the initial Los Angeles to Anaheim segment, and plan to propose specific funding for Union Station facilities when the authority begins considering allocation of statewide project funds. The story is expected to run within the next week.

Metro Joins LANI Forum

Yesterday, we participated in the Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative’s (LANI’s) 8th Annual Community Forum, which took place at USC Davidson Conference Center. It was attended by approximately 450 participants, including elected officials, grassroots community activists, neighborhood council members, business owners and public agency representatives. I provided the Welcome Address and spoke about the many ways we are improving the quality of life for residents in LA County. In addition, staff facilitated and participated in well-attended, interactive workshops on the 30/10 Initiative and the ExpressLanes project.   

ExpressLanes Featured in Webinar 

On May 12, 2010, the Federal Highway Administration sponsored a webinar entitled “Marketing and Outreach Strategies for Pricing Projects” in which our community outreach program for the ExpressLanes project was featured along with Atlanta’s and Miami’s programs. A critical element in the successful implementation of a pricing project is to clearly communicate the purpose, features and benefits to a general public that is inherently adverse to change. The webinar speakers provided an overview of best practices in educating stakeholders about their respective pricing projects and shared strategies for marketing the concept of tolling to a wide array of target audiences. Webinar participants from across the U.S. inquired about methods used to communicate performance measures to the public, engagement of non-traditional media, and how outreach will be conducted after the programs are launched. 

Community Briefings Continue Regarding Work Activities on the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project
This week, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening project team conducted the following briefings:
Monday, May 10,2010  
· The LA City Council District 11 Traffic Committee was briefed on the upcoming Sunset Bridge demolition and reconstruction regarding traffic flow modifications across the bridge.  The new traffic configurations went into effect last Friday, May 7th, 2010 with demolition beginning later this month. Approximately 20 people attended the meeting to learn about the Local traffic flow during bridge demolition and effects of detours on local neighborhoods.  A representative from Councilmember Rosendahl's Office was also in attendance.  
· Staff briefed 20 members of the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council as well as representatives of Assemblymember Mike Feuer, Councilmember Paul Krekorian and Councilmember Paul Koretz. The briefing focused on retaining wall construction activities in the Sherman Oaks area and the impending Skirball Bridge demolition and reconstruction scheduled for later this summer.
Thursday, May 13, 2010
· Staff attended and briefed the Pacific Palisades Community Council on the Sunset Bridge demolition and reconstruction. There were 35 member of the community in attendance and a representative from Councilmember Rosendahl's Office.  The purpose of the briefing was to inform the community about the traffic reconfiguration around Sunset Bridge. 
Construction Notices
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project contractor will delineate temporary traffic lanes on the southbound San Diego Freeway (I-405) between Bel Air Crest Road and U.S. 101 beginning May 14 for eight nights weather permitting. This nighttime activity requires full freeway lane and ramp closures.  Ramp closures may start as early as 8 p.m., followed by freeway lane closures at 9 p.m., and full freeway closures from 12 a.m. to 5 a.m.  The freeway will re-open to thru traffic at 6 a.m.  Anticipated days of full freeway closures are May 14, 17-21, 24-25. This activity will require the closure of the U.S. 101 southbound and northbound connectors to the I-405. Detour information is available on metro.net/405.

Temporary Closures along Flower St and Washington Blvd - Downtown Corridor 
This Expo construction notice is regarding the construction activities for track and utility improvements to the Metro Blue Line in preparation for connecting the existing Line to the Expo Light Rail Line. The work is scheduled from Friday, May 14, 2010 through Monday, May 17, 2010. 

What:   Work activities include track and utility improvements and installation of improved system elements
 
When: Continuous Weekend Work Hours; 
9:00 p.m. Friday, May 14, 2010 to 5:00 a.m. Monday, May 17, 2010 
 
Where:   Closures will take place at: Washington Boulevard from Maple Street to Trinity Street; Flower Street from Pico Boulevard to Venice Boulevard; Flower Street at 12th Street and Venice Boulevard at Flower Street. 
 
Traffic Impacts: 
The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs: 
· Westbound Washington Boulevard traffic will be detoured at Los Angeles Street; eastbound Washington Boulevard traffic will be detoured at Trinity Street.
· Northbound Maple Avenue traffic will be detoured at 16th Street; and southbound Maple Avenue traffic will be detoured at 20th Street.
· Westbound Venice and Pico Boulevard traffic will be detoured at Grand Avenue; eastbound Venice and Pico Boulevard traffic will be detoured at Figueroa Street.
· Southbound Flower Street traffic will be detoured at Pico Boulevard.
 
Advisories:
· Metro Blue Line trains will not operate north of Washington Station. However, buses will be used to transport passengers between Washington Station and 7th St./Metro Center.
· Metro Blue Line commuters, local businesses and the driving public will be notified through supplementary written notifications, website updates, press releases and notices on buses and trains as the work progresses.
· Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.
Temporary Closure of Flower St from 12th St to Washington Blvd

This Expo construction notice is regarding the temporary lane closures and intermittent full closures along Flower Street beginning Sunday, May 16, 2010, through Wednesday, June 30, 2010. 
 
When: Nighttime Work Hours
9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.; Sunday through Thursday
Sunday, May 16, 2010 through Wednesday, June 30, 2010
      
Where: Flower Street from 12th Street to Washington Boulevard will experience temporary lane closures and intermittent full closures.
 
Traffic Impacts:    
· Vehicular traffic will experience occasional delays and temporary detours on Flower Street from 12th Street to Washington Boulevard. 
· All pedestrian access will be maintained.
· Flagmen and directional signage will be used to safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.
 
Advisories: Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs.   
Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be speaking at the kick-off press event for Bike Week L.A. I will also be meeting with Chair Najarian, Director Ridley-Thomas and Director DuBois. I will also be traveling to Sacramento to attend the California Transportation Commission meeting. While in Sacramento, I will meet with Senators Oropeza, Pavley, Lowenthal and Simitian as well as with Assemblymembers Solorio, Fuentes and Lowenthal. I will also be attending the Mobility 21 Board of Directors Meeting and the Regionwide CEOs Meeting.


	

	








