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· Metro in the Community
Staff Clarifies to Media that Fare Increase is not on Thursday’s Board Agenda
This morning, media relations staff participated in a live interview with W690 Radio (Spanish language) to discuss the fare increase taking place July 1st. Bus Riders Union (BRU) member, Esperanza Martinez was another participant in the discussion. 
Staff explained several points in response to direct questions from the hosts, including: 1) the fare change was approved back in 2007; 2) the Board of Directors already approved the increase in the fiscal year 2011 budget; 3) the fare increase is not on Thursday’s board agenda; 4) our fares are still among the lowest in the nation, even with this upcoming increase; 5) 52% of our customers (seniors, students, Medicare recipients and the disabled) will not be affected by the increase; and 6) the agency faced a $250 million operations deficit and cut costs dramatically in other areas, including eliminating 240 full time positions and 280 contract jobs. In addition, administrative spending was reduced. Channel 2/9 also called this morning to check if the fare increase is on tomorrow’s board agenda and staff explained that it is not. 

Metro in the Community

Metro promoted the “Wheel Chair Safety Strap” program and our bus and train services during the annual senior briefing hosted by US Representative Laura Richardson held on May 17, 2010 in Carson. We passed out transit system maps, Metro User's Guides and senior TAP applications to the 400 attendees. Recently we also showed students how to be safe on and around public transit at Trinity Elementary and John Adams Middle Schools in Los Angeles. This coming Saturday, volunteers will host a transportation information table in Arcadia for the annual "Remembering Our Veterans and Their Families" program arranged by Supervisor Michael Antonovich.
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