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· Congresswoman Judy Chu Expresses Support For 30/10 Initiative
· AB 2620 (Eng) Approved by the Assembly

· FTA Seeks Public Input on New and Small Starts Reforms
· I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update 

Congresswoman Judy Chu Expresses Support For 30/10 Initiative

Congresswoman Judy Chu (D-32) has issued a statement expressing her strong support for the 30/10 initiative adopted by our Board of Directors last month. The Congresswoman, who represents the 32nd Congressional District in the San Gabriel Valley, posted her statement on the 30/10 initiative on her website: http://chu.house.gov/2010/06/rep-chu-endorses-3010-initiative-to-fast-track-transit-improvements-in-la-county.shtml. Last week, during my trip to Washington, DC, I noted that Congressional support for our 30/10 initiative is growing among members of our Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and among a bi-partisan group of transportation leaders in the House and Senate. Likewise, I believe our plan to accelerate our highway program is being positively received by members of our delegation and congressional leaders with jurisdiction over transportation issues.
AB 2620 (Eng) Approved by the Assembly
Today, Assembly bill AB 2620, authored by Assemblymember Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park), was passed out of the Assembly floor on a 43-29 vote.  The bill would divert up to 15% of locally generated toll revenues to the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP). The bill is sponsored by the Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG).  The Metro Board of Directors adopted an Oppose position at their last Board meeting.  

Assemblymember Eng recently amended the bill to try to address some of the concerns raised by transportation agencies, however, we feel the amendments do not go far enough. Since the release of the amendments, an outpouring of opposition has grown quickly including the California Alliance for Jobs, Transportation California, California Chamber of Commerce and several local transportation agencies including OCTA, MTC and SANDAG. The bill will now head to the Senate.  I have included the Floor Alert that was shared with the members of the Assembly.

FTA Seeks Public Input on New and Small Starts Reforms
Today, the Federal Transit Administration issued, through the Federal Register, an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) that seeks public comment regarding the agency’s New Starts and Small Starts justification criteria. Specifically, the notice focuses on how to improve its calculation (for the New and Small Starts programs) of “cost effectiveness, evaluation of environmental benefits and economic effects”. There will be two public outreach sessions on June 7, 2010: (1) Raleigh Convention Center, North Carolina at 4:30 p.m. (EST) and (2) APTA Rail Conference in Vancouver, Canada at 2:30 p.m. (PST).  The deadline to submit comments is the first week of August 2010. Staff is currently reviewing this notice (see attached) and will submit comments as appropriate.

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project Construction Update 

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project contractor will place concrete barriers (k-rail) in selected areas on the right hand shoulder of the southbound I-405 freeway from US- 101 to the 1-10 June 3 through 10. This work will require some ramp and lane closures; however, the freeway will remain open to thru traffic. Night-time closures for selected freeway lane and ramp closures will be conducted in segments and is anticipated to start the night of Thursday, June 3rd, 2010, for approximately six days, weather permitting. Lane and ramp closures will take place from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., with the freeway open to thru traffic.
Freeway Segments
Anticipated Dates of Work Activity
Duration
Southbound I-405, Wilshire Blvd. to Santa Monica Blvd.
 June 3
1 Night
Southbound I-405,  Ventura Blvd. to Valley Vista Bl.
June 4 and 7
2 Nights
Southbound I-405, Valley Vista Blvd. to Skirball Center Dr.
 June 8 and 9
2 Nights
Southbound I-405, Montana to Wilshire Blvd. 
June 10
1 Night
Detour signs will be posted where ramp closures occur. There will be the same number of thru traffic lanes as there are currently at the completion of this activity. For latest updates visit the project website at www.metro.net/I405 or follow Twitter at twitter.com/I_405.
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