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Measure R Underwriter RFP

Please be advised that a Request for Proposal (RFP) for underwriter services to support the issuance of Measure R bonds by the end of calendar 2010 was issued on May 21, 2010. Board members and staff are reminded that the “blackout” period began at that time. We anticipate bringing our underwriter recommendations to the Board for consideration during the July 2010 Board cycle.  

Now Available: 14 Mobile Applications Using Metro Data 

Last summer, we launched a developer website to make transit data open to the public. The data - including Metro's bus and rail schedules, Geographic Information System data and a Trip Planner web service - enables software developers to create transit-focused applications for the general public. Fourteen known applications (including Google Maps) have since been created using Metro's data and are listed on a new Mobile Resources page on metro.net. The variety of applications include those created for web browsers and mobile devices - including iPhones, Blackberries, Android and Sustainability Management System; prices ranging from free - up to $3.99; and cover multi-modal travel bus, rail, walking and driving. The Source, our online news feature, has tested a number of the iPhone/web applications and written a review and recommendation list here.
The project to enable the creative participation of third party developers is being led by Communications’ Creative Services web team. However, the data is made available through the extensive efforts of Operations Planning. Operations staff creates, updates and reformats an entirely new bus and rail feed for Google Transit during every major schedule change program, including exports for Customer Relations, Advanced Transportation Management System, Patronage and On Time Performance and the City of LA’s signal priority system. The data for the Google Transit Feed is ADA compliant and available in 30 languages. 

Creative Services will continue to collect applications, online tools, and mash-ups created with Metro's data and to work with other departments to identify additional datasets that developers/customers might find useful. A developer contest is also being planned. It is anticipated additional applications will become available as the developer resources are more widely known and the datasets continue to grow.
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