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California High Speed Rail Project

The Daily News has inquired about a range of issues related to the California High Speed Rail Project here in Southern California for a story it plans to run over the weekend. Executive Officer of High Speed Rail, Alex Clifford, provided an overview of the project and timeline of recent developments, and detailed specific elements of the proposed Los Angeles to Anaheim and Los Angeles to Palmdale segments in regards to project costs, alignments and potential community impacts as environmental reviews move forward. Clifford emphasized that our key role in the project was to help mitigate concerns for the communities affected by proposed rail plans within LA County, and detailed the agency’s interest in exploring shared track options within the L.A. to Anaheim corridor to minimize industrial and commercial property takes in this constrained corridor. The corridor already contains the second busiest rail line in the United States, and a future high speed rail line is expected to receive high ridership. In terms of overall project costs, Clifford reported that the California High Speed Rail Authority’s (CHSRA) business plan contemplates ongoing federal investment as well as local funding and public private partnerships. The reporter was referred to CHSRA and local officials for additional information. 
Community Briefings Continue on the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening Project
During the last two weeks, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Widening project team conducted the following briefings:

· On June 4, 2010, we briefed 15 members of Mulholland Educational Corridor Association (MECA), which represents schools and institutions along Mulholland Drive. Staff presented information on the Skirball Bridge demolition and reconstruction that is scheduled to start mid-summer and the Mulholland Bridge demolition and reconstruction that is scheduled to start in fall 2010. The group expressed support for the project and concern about the potential impact of construction activities on traffic and emergency response. 

· On June 9, 2010, we briefed approximately 25 people at the West LA Police Department Traffic Committee. The presentation included a brief construction update with focus on activities in West LA. We received suggestions for traffic control and signage modifications in the vicinity of Sunset Bridge. Representatives from Councilmember Koretz and Rosendahl’s offices were in attendance. 

Procurement Posting for Next Week

Emergency Preparedness Consultant

Procurement will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) next week to procure a consultant for Emergency Preparedness. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 7, 2010 through July 30, 2010.
We are seeking a qualified Contractor to perform professional services relating to the planning, preparation and administration of the emergency preparedness program. This service will be under the direction of the Metro Emergency and Homeland Security Preparedness Manager and will involve all aspects of the emergency preparedness cycles, including, but not limited to, creation, updating and modification of emergency plans integrating transportation principles and concerns; and analysis of emergency protocols with particular emphasis on the mass transportation industry. The Contractor will be involved in assisting the Project Manager with planning, implementation, and analysis of testing, training, and exercises agencywide as well as emergency operations. Contractor shall be available and agree to be, if necessary, called in for response to emergencies for the purpose of assisting us in executing our emergency operations, plans and protocols.
Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Linda Wasley, Sr. Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4186.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Chair Najarian, Director Robinson and Director DuBois. I will also be speaking at the National League of Cities’ Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and attending a ribbon cutting/dedication for the Veterans Home of California. I will also be taking part in a tour of the Apprenticeship Center in Commerce with the AFL-CIO’s Maria Elena Durazo. I will also be attending a celebration of Division 5’s highly successful CHP inspection and attending Move-LA’s “Accelerating Measure R Transit & Making 30-10 Plan Happen” event. And, finally, I will be participating in the Mobility 21 Board of Directors Meeting and the Regionwide CEO’s Committee Meeting here at MTA.
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