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Update on Metro Blue Line Collision with Long Beach Police Car

At the Planning Committee today, staff gave a brief update on the preliminary investigation into the July 7th Metro Blue Line Collision with a Long Beach police car that occurred at Long Beach Avenue and 16th Street in Long Beach. The investigation is ongoing and may result in a formal hearing and disciplinary action may be taken if appropriate.  
I called Long Beach Police Chief Jim McDonnell and expressed the agency’s concerns for the officer who was injured. He is expected to recover. I noted this is a very unusual occurrence. There has been a marked improvement in Blue Line safety, especially train versus vehicle accidents thanks to an emphasis on engineering, enforcement and education efforts, but we take any accident seriously. We are issuing a communiqué to all of our bus and rail operators underscoring the importance of safety and are enhancing monitoring by supervisors. We will keep you apprised of details in this incident as they develop.
Westside Subway Extension Hosts Lunch Time Open House

Earlier today we held a lunch time Westside Subway Extension Open House for people in the Miracle Mile area at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA). This was the second such effort to reach workers at key job destinations in the study area who might be served by the subway, but who typically can’t attend community meetings in the evening. The previous lunchtime event was held in Century City.

This Open House was held from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. to allow workers the flexibility to drop in as their lunch schedules permitted. During that time we also provided a short identical presentation three times. About 80 people attended and most were LACMA employees, though workers from other locations in the area were present.  Representatives from State Senator Curren Price, Assembly Speaker-Emeritus Karen Bass, Los Angeles Council Member Tom La Bonge and Los Angeles Council Member Paul Koretz also attended.  Media from KPCC and KABC radio covered the event.
South Bay Governance Council Recap  

The South Bay Cities Governance Council held their regular meeting on July 9, 2010.  The council received a briefing on Metro bus performance and trends within the South Bay and for the Metro system. This included on-time performance, customer complaints, mechanical related road calls, accidents and ridership trends. Included in the briefing were actions being taken by us to improve performance. Members of the council will join Jon Hillmer in riding the bus lines within South Bay Cities that are proposed for cancellation in December.    

They also received an update on the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor and the South Bay Metro Green Line Extension projects. 

The update for the Crenshaw/LAX project focused on the environmental and engineering preparations as well as the corridor's connections, station planning workshops, maintenance facility alternatives and the project's schedule. 

The Green Line Extension presentation included the project's purpose and need, an alternatives analysis, project history, the public scoping process and next steps for the refinement of alternatives, analysis of existing conditions and upcoming public workshops. 

Inglewood Councilmember and Governance Council Chair Ralph Franklin commended the staff for the work put into the two reports, the regular monthly key performance indicators briefing and the presentation on web page status of the governance councils.
Expo Construction Notice
This construction notice is regarding an upcoming full closure on Washington Boulevard that is necessary for the installation of false work for the Venice/Robertson aerial structure.
When:
Saturday, July 24 and Sunday, July 25, 2010

Saturday - 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM


Sunday - 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM

Where:
Washington Boulevard from Landmark Street to National Boulevard, with traffic detoured in both directions
Traffic Impacts:  
· Westbound traffic on Washington Boulevard will be detoured west to National Boulevard, south to Robertson Boulevard, and back to westbound Washington Boulevard.

· Eastbound traffic on Washington Boulevard will be detoured north to Robertson Boulevard, east to Venice Boulevard, east to National Boulevard, and back to eastbound Washington Boulevard.

· Directional signage, electronic message boards and flaggers will be used to safely detour and direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize the disruption to traffic.

· Local access will be maintained for all residents and businesses.
Advisories: 

Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs 
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