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Duarte Soundwall Groundbreaking

Today, Director Fasana and Deputy CEO Paul Taylor joined the City of Duarte officials and Caltrans in the groundbreaking ceremony for the I-210 Soundwall between Highland Avenue and Buena Vista Street. The $2.3 million soundwall will provide needed noise abatement for residents near the freeway and is expected to be completed by spring 2011. Remarks were provided by the Mayor of Duarte and the Mistress of Ceremonies Margaret Finlay, Caltrans Construction Area Manager Mark Archuleta and President for the Duarte Unified School District Ken Bell. Also in attendance were the district representatives from the offices of Senator Dianne Feinstein, Representative Judy Chu, State Senator Gloria Romero and Assemblymember Anthony Portantino.
I-405 Project Update: Demolition and Reconstruction of Sunset Bridge Underway

On Friday night, July 23, 2010, the construction contractor for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project began demolishing the first half of Sunset Bridge. This is one of the first major milestones of the project. Friday night marked the start of a six-night demolition operation to remove the bridge deck and center columns on the southern half of the bridge. The demolition work requires full directional freeway closures. Work during this demolition period is taking place between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. in order to minimize traffic impacts on the I-405 freeway and Sepulveda Boulevard. An extensive array of sound blankets has been installed around the bridge in order to mitigate noise to the surrounding community. Community & Media Relations staff was on-site throughout the first night of the operation to field media and community inquiries and concerns. The demolition was covered by all major television news stations, including 2/9, 4, 5, 7 and 11/13. Community & Media Relations Officers are also on-call throughout the entire construction process to respond to urgent concerns and media requests outside of normal business hours. Another two-to-three nights of bridge abutment demolition is anticipated within the next month. Demolition will be followed by a 10-month reconstruction operation. Once the southern half of the bridge has been reconstructed, the process will be repeated on the northern half of the bridge. More details about the Sunset Bridge are available online: http://www.metro.net/projects/I-405/sunset-bridge-demolition-reconstruction/.

Expo Construction Notice
This construction notice is regarding overnight closures of La Brea Avenue. Please note that although La Cienega Boulevard will also experience overnight closures within the next two weeks, these closures will not happen at the same time.

What:
Temporary overnight closures of La Brea Avenue, from Exposition Boulevard to Jefferson Boulevard
When:
July 28, 2010 through August 7, 2010 


Nighttime Work Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.

Traffic Impacts:  

The following detours will be in effect and traffic will be directed to follow all appropriate detour signs—

· Northbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be detoured east at Rodeo 


Road.

· Southbound traffic on La Brea Avenue will be detoured west at Jefferson 

Boulevard.

· Directional signage and electronic message boards will be used to 

safely direct drivers around the construction zones in order to minimize 
the disruption to traffic.
· Local access will be maintained for all residents.
Advisories: 

Parking restrictions in all construction areas will be strictly enforced at all times. 

Please do not enter the construction work zone and obey all posted construction signs. 
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