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CEO Rebuttal to LA Times Metro Rail Article

Contrary to critics, Metro has funded a massive expansion of bus service in Los Angeles County. Between 1985 and 2008, annual bus service hours operated by Metro and the municipal bus operators increased from 8.3 million to 11.8 million and the annual cost of operating this service has more than doubled from $572 million to $1.306 billion.

During this same period Metro began constructing a rail system that today carries 327,000 boarding passengers on an average weekday. Our light rail system alone is the nation’s third busiest behind Boston and San Francisco. We also fund the Metrolink commuter rail network that removes more than 25,000 daily car trips from our congested freeways.

And it’s still not enough. 

The reality is that there are a lot more people opting for public transit in the county. Ridership grew 11 percent from 1985 to 2008, according to nationally vetted statistics. But while that gain may have staved off total gridlock, Los Angeles still has the nation’s worst traffic congestion and that has spawned pollution and cost commuters and others dearly in terms of wasted time, energy and money.

Against that backdrop, voters in Los Angeles County have three times approved local transportation sales tax measures that call for bus improvements as well as rail investment because they recognize there’s no single solution to our traffic woes. We need a balanced approach.

The bus and rail systems complement each other. For example, without Metro Rail, the successful Metro Orange Line busway in the San Fernando Valley would not have been viable. In certain busy corridors like Wilshire Boulevard, rail can deliver the extra capacity we need to meet mounting demand, especially if the rail and bus systems are integrated. The Metro Orange Line, Metro Rapid buses and the Silver Line work well because they connect with Metro Rail stations. It is also cheaper to run trains because they are less labor intensive than bus operations so we can stretch scarce operating dollars.

The voters have given Metro a mandate to build an integrated multi-modal transportation system and we’re delivering it with no time to spare.

Unique Refunding Strategy Helps Bond Investors and MTA

Last week, we completed the tender offer and refunding of nearly half of our remaining and problematic auction rate securities (ARS), the General Revenue 2004 Gateway ARS. Under the tender program, investors who had been unable to sell their bonds for the past year and a half due to the financial crisis were able to sell their bonds, albeit at a slight discount. The transaction provided liquidity for holders of $80 million of ARS and is estimated to generate savings of $2 million over the life of the bonds. $85 million of ARS remain outstanding and we will continue to pursue refinancing alternatives as the financial markets evolve.  

Metro Artwork Selected for Museum Exhibition

Six artworks of Metro-accessible neighborhoods "through the eyes of" local artists were selected for the highly competitive California Design Biennial exhibition now installed at the Pasadena Museum of California Art through the end of October. In addition to being featured in a full page news article in the LA Times this past Sunday, the USC/Expo Park poster is also featured on the show's announcement card and promotional materials. The biennial "highlights the most significant and innovative designs being created in California". 
Selection criteria were “1) high visual impact (you can't stop looking at it), 2) designed in California within past 2 years, and 3) employs excellent graphic/communication design to further positive change." In an effort to show the posters "in context" they are displayed in actual rail car frames.

This is the 7th significant award for this popular series of posters commissioned by Creative Services. The full series of posters can be viewed online.
Construction Notices
Metro Orange Line Extension-Abutment Construction
In preparation for construction of the Metro Orange Line Extension, the Contractor will construct the abutments to support the new Lassen Street Overcrossing. This activity requires the Contractor to excavate, drill a pile foundation and erect abutment walls. 

WHAT: Abutment Construction 
WHEN: Starting Wed
WHEN:
Wednesday, July 28, 2010 for approximately two and a half months. The construction work hours are approximately 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, weather permitting. 

WHERE: South Parki

WHERE: South Parking Lot at the Chatsworth Metrolink Station and on Metro right of way just south of Lassen Street. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: 

· The sidewalk on the Westside of the south parking lot at the Chatsworth Metrolink Station will be closed.
· Pedestrians will be rerouted outside of the construction zone.
· Access will be maintained to businesses and residents at all times.
· Fire Department and emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times. 
· No street parking on Lassen St. from railroad tracks to Owensmouth Ave. 

Metro Orange Line Extension-Hazardous Soil Removal
In preparation for construction of the Metro Orange Line Extension, the Contractor will begin removing hazardous soil along the right-of-way, slightly east of Canoga Avenue where the Metro Orange Line Extension will extend four miles north from the Metro Orange Line Canoga Station to the Metrolink/Amtrak Chatsworth Station. 

WHAT: Hazardous soil removal. (Hazardous soil is soil that contains contaminants 
from creosote railroad ties, herbicides, paint products and petroleum products.) 

WHEN: Beginning 



WHEN: Beginning on Thursday, July 29, 2010, for approximately two weeks, the 

Contractor will be removing hazardous soil. The anticipated work hours are from 6:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, weather permitting. 

WHERE: Along Canoga Avenue between Vanowen and Lassen Street 

WHAT TO EXPECT: 

· The contractor will employ dust control. 
· Metro will provide air monitoring during this activity.
· The haul routes are as follows: southbound on Canoga Avenue to the 101 FWY and northbound on Canoga Avenue to Topanga Canyon and then to the 118 FWY.
· Access will be maintained for businesses and residents at all times. 
· Public sidewalks are expected to remain open.
· Fire Department and emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times. 

Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library 



	

	








