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New Federal Advocacy Team in Washington, DC
Pursuant to the direction of the Board, our agency has retained the services of Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP to advance our federal legislative agenda in Washington, DC. We will be working with the firm, without delay, to aggressively advance our Board approved Legislative Program.  Government Relations staff will be traveling to Washington, DC next week to begin working with Manatt on their plan of action to advance our agenda with the Executive Branch and the U.S. Congress. I plan to travel to Washington, DC the week of August 8th to meet with our advocates at Manatt and other federal officials.

Metro Bus vs. Metro Blue Line Train Accident

At 6:55 a.m. this morning a southbound Metro Bus (line 42) traveling on Broadway was struck by an eastbound Metro Blue Line train on Washington Boulevard in downtown Los Angeles. Seven passengers, including the bus operator and the train operator were transported to area hospitals with non life threatening injuries. There were 15-18 passengers on board the bus at the time of the accident and approximately 200 passengers on board the Blue Line train that was headed towards Long Beach. Media Relations staff responded to the scene to assist media that was present. They included Ch. 4, 5, 11, 34 and the LA Times. Stories on the accident are expected throughout the day. The cause of the accident is under investigation.

I-710 Project committee Meeting
The quarterly meeting of the I-710 Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement Project Committee took place in the City of Paramount’s Progress Park Thursday evening, July 29, 2010. Among the committee members in attendance were Director Diane Dubois and Long Beach Mayor Bob Foster. The committee includes representation from both ports and elected officials from Long Beach to State Route 60 and the County of Los Angeles. 
The committee agenda included a number of staff and consultant reports. Of note, the committee considered the following:

· design alternatives for the northern end of the study affecting the communities of Commerce and Southgate;

· an introduction to the initiation of an Air Quality Action Plan that will be concurrently reviewing opportunities for air quality improvement in the Gateway Cities sub-region;

· a Calstart presentation on zero emission trucks for use in a freight corridor alternative; and

· community design enhancements for improving corridor esthetics and pedestrian and cycling mobility. 

There was significant community representation at the meeting. Many of the community members continued advocacy for air quality improvement in the corridor. 
It is anticipated that the Executive Committee of this project will convene in September to consider alternatives to the study that affect budget and schedule.

Procurement Postings for Next Week
Federal Financial Policy Advisor RFP

Procurement will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) next week to procure the services of a Federal Financial Policy Advisor. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 2, 2010 through August 23, 2010.

We are seeking a Federal Financial Policy Advisor to assist us in pursuing various forms of federal financial assistance in connection with its acceleration of Measure R projects (the Program). The Program entails accelerating the completion of 12 transit projects and many highway projects in Metro’s 30-year long-range plan over the next decade, through innovative financing and other project delivery techniques.  

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Maria V. Lechuga, Sr. Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7206. 


Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Director Huizar and traveling to Sacramento to meet with our state delegation. I will also be attending the Expo Board meeting and going to the League of Cities monthly reception & meeting. I will also be meeting with Los Angeles Unified School District officials to discuss our programs.
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