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Federal Transit Administration New Starts Rulemaking
 

Today I submitted our comments to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in response to their "Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Major Capital Improvement Projects." The Obama Administration is taking comments in advance of proposing changes in the rules for their New Starts program of discretionary grants for major transit projects; the New Starts program is reportedly the largest discretionary grants program in the federal government. To date, MTA has received a total of $2.5 billion in New Starts funding, accounting for 40% of the cost of our existing rail transit system. Our comments are contained in an eight-page letter to FTA Administrator Rogoff [link] which calls on FTA to take this opportunity to streamline and simplify the New Starts process, set clear bilateral timeframes for project development and reduce the complexity and length of their New Starts process, which adds about two years to a project schedule. FTA's practice has been to assign the majority of evaluation to the measure of cost-effectiveness--comparing costs to benefits to those using the transit system. We have asked that FTA not assign such a high weight to that measure as it militates against a multiple-measure evaluation approach that we believe is most beneficial to Los Angeles County. We are opposed to FTA decreasing the weight given to land use and economic development, a key component of an equitable set of evaluation measures; we propose that significant credit be given to environmental benefits realized by areas that have implemented major sustainability initiatives. Perhaps most importantly, we urge FTA to reward those metropolitan areas that have developed local funding sources and include incentives to increase the role of public-private partnerships. After considering comments submitted today from around the country, FTA will issue proposed new rules for New Starts sometime next year. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100802_FTA_Advance_Notice_Prop_Rulemaking.pdf
Metrolink Announces New Government Relations Regulatory Affairs Manager
Patricia Torres-Bruno will be joining Metrolink as the new Government Relations Regulatory Affairs Manager. Patricia currently serves as an Administrator in our Government Relations Department. During her 4 ½ years here at Metro, Patricia has been a big contributor to many successful initiatives that have benefited the agency. I am looking forward to working with Patricia in her new role at Metrolink. 
High Speed Rail Application

The California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) sent out a press release today notifying the public of its application for High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program funds. The deadline for applying is August 6, 2010 and the Authority is applying for up to $1 billion. The full details of the application are not yet available, but the announcement expresses the Authority’s intent to file for track and signal work in the Bakersfield to Fresno and the Fresno to Merced segments; track and infrastructure in the Los Angeles to Anaheim segment; and electrification and station construction in the San Jose to San Francisco segment.

http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/images/chsr/20100802093316_Agenda Item 3-Federal Funding Memo.pdf
Metro Wins International Award for Environmental Graphics Design

An international graphic design organization based in Washington, D.C., has selected Metro's "Opposites campaign" (also known as the Problem/Solution campaign) for a 2010 award.
In its award narrative, the Society for Environmental Graphic Design (SEGD) cited Metro Communications' successful efforts to "both promote Metro ridership and raise awareness of its services...with a possible sales tax ballot measure making its way through the required legislative process, it was important for Metro to position itself as the solution to congestion in Los Angeles County." 
The jury commented that "This was a very visible and effective environmental communications program. Simple, clean, bold graphics and messages got the point across. Well done.” 
This is the 5th significant award received for this particular campaign which was created entirely in-house by our Creative Services staff. 
Construction Notice

MOL Extension
Our contractor is currently doing ductwork on Lassen Street to facilitate the undergrounding of utilities. Following this activity, the Contractor will begin erecting the Lassen Street Bridge superstructure. These activities require the reconfiguration of traffic to one lane in each direction on Lassen Street. In addition, there will be NO LEFT turns allowed onto Old Depot Road from eastbound Lassen Street. 

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100802_MOL_Construction_Notice.pdf
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