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Legislation Introduced in Response to Council Member and Public Employee Salaries

Legislation is being introduced in Sacramento in response to the Council Member and public employee salaries in the City of Bell. AB 1955 (De La Torre) was recently amended to modify the process by which cities may increase the salaries of Council Members. This bill also modifies the requirements for approving specified public employee contracts by local agencies. SB 501 (Correa) will soon be amended to include provisions requiring that elected official and specified public employee compensation be posted on an agency’s website. AB 1955 will be considered in the Senate Local Government Committee tomorrow and SB 501 will be considered in committee in the near future.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100810_AB1955_DeLaTorre.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100811_SB501Amendments.pdf
High-Speed Rail
Monday night the Alhambra City Council voted to oppose all proposed LA-San Diego High Speed Rail (HSR) I-10 alignments through their city. The meeting was attended by about 300 members of the public who filled the council chambers and an overflow room. 

The controversy came about when the California High Speed Rail Authority's Regional Teams met with City of Alhambra staff the week before where it was noted by the city’s staff that the I-10 center of freeway alignment option had been deleted from the alternatives’ graphics. This was the only alternative that Alhambra would consider favoring. Following this meeting, the city staff felt it was important to notify Alhambra residents along the I-10 about the potential impacts of the remaining alignment proposals on residential properties. The City then set the Monday council meeting date and invited the Authority representatives to make a presentation. By Monday night the Regional Team, appreciating the significance of this option, had re-instated it as one of the options, but the initial controversy overshadowed this modification and the vote ensued. 
Tonight, this matter will be on the San Gabriel Valley COG Transportation Committee agenda for consideration. The City of Alhambra has scheduled an additional meeting for Thursday evening, August 12, 2010 to continue discussion on the HSR alignment and alternatives. Metro staff is coordinating with our Board offices, and HSR regional and Sacramento based leadership to establish a path forward that successfully addresses this community’s concerns. 
UTU Strike Vote

The United Transportation Union (UTU) representing Metro’s Bus and Rail Operators will be holding a strike authorization vote on Wednesday, August 25, 2010. In the bulletin to the UTU membership, General Chairman James Williams states; “Please be assured that while it is not our intention to call a strike at this time, it is essential for this Union to send a message to the Authority that we will settle for nothing less than a fair and equitable labor agreement.”  As of today, the UTU is the only Metro bargaining unit to schedule or take a strike vote.

Metro continues to meet with the unions representing our bargaining unit employees (UTU, ATU, TCU and TEAMSTERS). The meetings have been cooperative and productive. We will keep the Board updated regarding the progress of those discussions.

Metro Responds to Misleading Blog Reports on Employee Transit Use 

Several blogs including USC’s Neon Tommy, Curbed LA, LA Weekly online edition and LA Observed are claiming that only 1.6 percent of Metro employees commute to work on Metro buses and trains. A new rideshare survey will be completed this fall that will give a current account, but even on its surface, these blog reports are extremely misleading because they fail to account for the many Metro employees who take Metrolink from outlying areas or who use municipal bus carriers to get to work. They also don’t consider Metro’s robust vanpool program or carpools. And the bloggers have deliberately ignored the nature of our 24/7 operation that makes it difficult for most of the operators and maintenance employees to use public transit as a practical matter. In a bid to add this important perspective, Media Relations staff today posted the following response on The Source and Facebook on metro.net:       

Some bloggers and media are reporting that only a small fraction of Metro employees ride public transit to work. This claim is taken out of context and overlooks the fact that about 90 percent of Metro employees spend their days or nights either driving buses and trains that transport hundreds of thousands of people to and from work or maintaining the vehicles and supporting the 24/7 operation in other ways.There are about 8,000 people involved in this effort. Many report to work before 6 a.m. while others work a graveyard shift, some come from outlying counties, and the staff is assigned to 20 different facilities located mostly in industrial areas spread throughout Los Angeles County. Public transportation is not a practical option for these workers. On the other hand, there are about 1,300 managers, planners, engineers and other Metro employees who work at Metro’s downtown Los Angeles headquarters and 764 of them – more than 50 percent -- do use public transportation including Metro, Metrolink and the municipal bus operators. Metro CEO Art Leahy, a former bus operator, commutes to work via public transit as do many of the senior staff, who are required by the CEO to ride buses and trains as often as possible. Other Metro employees participate in vanpools and carpools. Some bike to work, others walk. Moreover, during non-work hours, many Metro employees and their families ride Metro buses and trains, a practice Metro encourages.
Metro Responds to Erroneous Forbes.com Article Critical of Rail Investment 

Urban Affairs writer Joel Kotkin Tuesday posted a column on Forbes.com (Mass Transit: The Great Train Robbery) critical of the investment in rail projects, suggesting buses are a preferred mode. He claims the investment hasn’t paid off with new riders. That is inaccurate. Pitting one transit mode against another has been done ad nauseam and is counter-productive. Buses and trains complement each other as evidenced by Metro Rail and the Orange Line connection, Metro Rapid and the Silver Line. The following is a response Media Relations posted today on Forbes.com and sent to Kotkin:    

Opinion writer Joel Kotkin cites erroneous facts about transit ridership in Los Angeles to support his premise that investing in new rail lines is a mistake and the region is better served by buses (Mass Transit: The Great Train Robbery). He claims there has been no increase in transit ridership since 1985 despite construction of five rail lines. That’s not true. Public transit ridership in Los Angeles County including Metro and the municipal bus operators grew 11 percent between 1985 and 2008 according to nationally vetted statistics. The bus ridership in this period actually declined 5 percent despite a 42 increase in service hours.

Still, it’s counterproductive to pit bus versus rail. The two modes complement each other. For example, without Metro Rail, the successful Metro Orange Line busway in the San Fernando Valley would not have been viable.

Moreover, massive joint development is taking place around Metro Rail stations – witness the new W Hotel that just opened at Hollywood and Vine in Hollywood and plans by NBC/Universal to relocate their headquarters on land adjoining the subway stop at Universal City. New transit villages are sprouting up around rail stations. These developments will boost transit ridership and help ease L.A.’s chronic traffic and air pollution.

Voters in Los Angeles County have three times approved local transportation sales tax measures that call for bus improvements as well as rail investment because they recognize there’s no single solution to our traffic woes. We need a balanced approach.

La Opinion Pending Story on Lost & Found Items Left on Metro Bus and Rail System

Today, La Opinion reporter Ruben Moreno visited our Lost & Found department to do a story on how we handle items that our customers lost during their bus and rail trips. The reporter was informed about what passengers can do to recover their belongings and who to contact to obtain lost and found items. Staff also told the reporter about how long we keep the items on hold, what happens after the 30 day holding period, what are common items people forget in our system (keys, cellular phones, bicycles, wallets). The story will run tomorrow.

Metro Blue Line Service Set to Close Next Two Weekends from Washington Station to 7th/Metro Center Due to Expo Construction

Media Relations issued a press release noting that Metro Blue Line (MBL) passengers will experience travel delays of up to 40 minutes for the next two weekends beginning Friday night, August 13, due to construction of the Expo light rail line, which will connect with the MBL in downtown Los Angeles. A special Metro Bus bridge service will parallel the train route during the construction work. Work will begin at 9:00 p.m. on Friday and continue until Monday morning, August 16, 2010. We expect to have MBL service restored by Monday before rush hour between Washington and 7th/Metro Center Stations. Should any unforeseen delays occur, the bus bridge will continue in operation with buses running between Washington and 7th/Metro Center stations.

Link to release: http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/metro-blue-line-service-full-closure-8-13/
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