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CARB Releases Proposed SB 375 Reduction Targets

On August 9, 2010, the California Air Resources Board (ARB) staff released proposed regional greenhouse gas reduction targets for automobiles and light trucks pursuant to SB 375. For the SCAG region, ARB staff proposed an 8% per capita reduction by 2020 and a 13% per capital reduction by 2035, relative to 2005.

The Air Resources Board will consider the staff proposed targets during their September 23, 2010 meeting. SCAG will provide a briefing to our Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee on the proposed targets and the implications for the SCAG region during our regular scheduled meeting on September 16, 2010.
CEO Interviewed by LA Weekly Reporter 
This afternoon, I was interviewed by L.A. Weekly reporter Gene Maddaus and was asked how we will contain costs for the Measure R projects to ensure that the agency doesn’t run out of funds before all the projects can be completed. The reporter cited cost increases for Expo Phase I. I noted that we have a “contract” with taxpayers to complete all the Measure R projects, and the Board is concerned that if there are cost overruns for the initial projects, the other projects in the hopper would be at risk. I noted that for the September Board cycle I will be presenting directors with recommendations on processes that will ensure project costs are carefully managed. I mentioned that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Foothill Extension of the Metro Gold Line is far more detailed and specific in terms of deliverables and our ability to review the progress of the project than the original MOU for the Metro Gold Line to Pasadena. We also worked within budget for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and other recent projects. I briefly noted some of the cost increases for Expo Phase I resulted from safety enhancements that followed in the wake of our safety upgrades on the Eastside project. I referred the reporter back to the Construction Authority for questions on Expo costs and how it approached design build for Phase I because I have only been involved with the project since joining Metro 16 months ago. The article should run within the next couple of weeks.
Bicycle Roundtable
Yesterday, we hosted a successful Bicycle Roundtable attended by approximately 50 participants from the cycling community, Metro, Caltrans, and representatives of elected officials' offices and many local jurisdictions in Los Angeles County. Doug Failing, our Executive Director of the Highway Program chaired the meeting and provided a recap of the first two Roundtable meetings and an overview of the agency’s short-term accomplishments and longer-term bicycle-related initiatives. Following Doug’s remarks, facilitators from each of the Subcommittees - Policy and Planning, Implementation and Operations - provided updates. 

Meeting participants provided a number of constructive comments on bicycle-related issues. Their comments will be incorporated into future Subcommittee and Roundtable discussions. The schedule of upcoming bicycle meetings is as follows:

· Mayor’s Bike Summit - Monday, August 16th, 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the Metro Board Room 

· Fourth Bicycle Roundtable – Friday, November 5th, 2:00 p.m.
· Policy and Planning Subcommittee – Wednesday, September 22nd, 6:00 p.m.
· Implementation Subcommittee – Wednesday, September 29th, 6:00 p.m.
· Operations Subcommittee – Second week of September (TBD) 

For more information on the Bicycle Roundtable, visit our website at www.metro.net/bikes. 

Metro in the Community

Metro Volunteers continue to be busy this summer representing the agency to communities throughout the County.  This coming weekend we will be out in force promoting public transit at community events in Little Tokyo, Crenshaw and south of Downtown Los Angeles. Volunteers and staff will help celebrate the 70th Annual Nisei Week Japanese Plaza Festival this Saturday and Sunday and pass out Metro Gold Line schedules along with our transit system maps and other transportation materials. We will also have transit information tables Saturday at the 5th Annual New Orleans Cultural Festival in Leimert Park and at a United We Serve Fair at Exposition Park. Last Sunday we were at Paramount Studios supporting the 25th Annual Children's Festival of the Arts. 
Metro Volunteers come from different agency departments and divisions, conduct community outreach all over the County and obtain public feedback on our services.
I-710 Full Freeway Closures Begin Tomorrow 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) will conduct eight extended weekend closures on the Long Beach Freeway (I-710) in both northbound and southbound directions. The first full freeway closure begins Friday, August 13th at 11:45 p.m. until Monday, August 16th at 5:00 a.m. The construction is part of the I-710 Long Life Pavement Rehabilitation Project to replace aging pavement from I-405 to I-5.  Please click here further information on the closure.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100811_I710_fwy_closure.pdf
Expo Line - Project Status Update Open House

Please find attached an invitation to an upcoming Project Status Update Open House for the West End Corridor of the Expo Light Rail Line taking place on Thursday, August 26, 2010. This meeting will provide an update on construction progress and information on upcoming construction activities.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100812_Project_Status_Update_Mtg_NOTICE.pdf
Expo Construction Notices

Metro Blue Line Tie-In Activities
Over the coming months, construction crews will continue to work at night performing activities necessary to connect the existing Metro Blue Line Light Rail System with the Expo Light Rail Transit system that is currently under construction. Construction activities are scheduled for the next two weekends beginning Friday, August 13, 2010.
The new Expo Line will share tracks and two stations with the Metro Blue Line along the Flower Street portion of the alignment. The extensive work necessary to connect these two transit systems will be ongoing for the next few months.  Please click here to view full construction details.
Traffic Diversion on National Boulevard
As part of the construction of the Expo Line project, on Wednesday, August 18, 2010 work crews will temporarily divert traffic on National Boulevard for construction of the Venice/Robertson Aerial Structure. Please click here to view full construction details.
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