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Metro Sponsored Legislation Passes the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee
Today, Metro sponsored legislation, AB 1078 (Feuer) passed the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee on an 8-0 vote. This measure would modify the legislative notice requirements of AB 2321 so that we would be required to notify the legislature of any delays to the projects in Measure R. The measure was amended in committee today to require us to provide advance notice to the Legislature of any project acceleration. However, this amendment does not include a specified timeframe. This will not interfere with the implementation of the 30/10 Initiative or the Acceleration of Measure R Highway Projects. The measure now goes to the full Senate for consideration. 
NTSB Response Letter

I sent a letter today to Chair Deborah A.P. Hersman of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), in response to the letter we received from the NTSB regarding safety recommendations that were derived from their investigation of the June 22, 2009 Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority accident. It is the recommendation from the NTSB that we work with Alstom Signaling Inc. to establish periodic inspection and maintenance procedures to examine all General Railway Signal Company audio frequency track circuit modules to identify and remove from service any modules that exhibit pulse-type parasitic oscillation (R-10-25). Please click here to view the letter and attachment.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100818_NTSB_Response_Letter.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100818_NTSB_LETTER_TO_TRANSIT_SYSTEMS_USING_GRS_EQUIPMENT.pdf
Metro Faults Downtown News Editorial Cartoon   

This week, the Downtown News published an Urban Sprawl cartoon where they depicted what appears to be a Metro train operator, based on the M logo on the train, going through a red signal plus a bus operator, cab driver and solo motorist texting in traffic. Deputy Executive Officer of Media Relations, Marc Littman sent a personal critical note to the publisher, Sue Laris, who he has known for three decades. He also e-mailed the Downtown News the following letter to the editor:

“It was irresponsible for the Downtown News to publish an editorial cartoon depicting what appears to be a Metro train operator – based on the M logo – and a bus operator texting while driving. Cartoonist Doug Davis just assumes this is commonplace. Not on metro. Long before a state law was passed making it illegal to text or talk on a hand-held phone while driving, Metro prohibited its operators from doing this. Our credo is Safety’s 1st. Anything that distracts the operator from paying attention to traffic is not tolerated. Period. If an operator is caught texting or talking on a cell phone, it’s a major rule violation and he or she is subject to serious disciplinary action including termination. We have cameras on our buses and trains. If riders see an operator engaged in unsafe behavior, we encourage them to call us at 1-800-COMMUTE or e-mail comments to customerRelations@metro.net. Let us know the operator badge number on the uniform, the number of the bus or train, location and time of travel and we’ll take swift action.”

Expo Construction Notice

As part of construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will implement full street closures along Flower Street for the delivery and placement of two (2) Traction Power Sub-Station (TPSS) buildings. This work is scheduled to take place on Thursday, August 19, 2010 through Saturday, August 21, 2010. Please click here to view the full construction details.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/100818_EXPO_ConstructionNotice_DOWNTOWN_TPSS_Bldg_Installation.pdf
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