	PDA/HANDHELD DEVICES - TO VIEW WITH GRAPHICS CLICK HERE
[image: image1]

	Monday, August 23, 2010
20100823-1

In this issue:
· Roundtable with Senator Barbara Boxer on Metro’s 30/10 Initiative
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· Television News Stations Cover TAP Story

Roundtable with Senator Barbara Boxer on Metro’s 30/10 Initiative

Today, I participated in a Roundtable discussion with U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (CA), Chair of the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee to discuss Metro’s 30/10 Initiative.  

The Roundtable was co-hosted by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. Participating in the Roundtable were Maria Elena Durazo of the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor,  David Puentes from the Brookings Institution, Russell Goldsmith on behalf of the Los Angeles Economy and Jobs Committee, Carl Pope of the Sierra Club, David Selzer of the Mercator Group and myself. We had a very invigorating discussion about the financing mechanisms needed to advance our 30/10 Initiative. Members of various media outlets attended this discussion.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

Our contractor for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project, Kiewit Infrastructure Group, has informed us that the contractor’s Local 12 Operating Engineers Union has called a strike following unsuccessful labor negotiations to reach a new Master Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Associated General Contractors (AGC) covering the Southern California area. AGC has advised its membership to lock out this union so that there could be negotiations between the two parties to reach an across-the-board settlement. A negotiation date has not yet been set. Kiewit has taken measures permitted by the National Labor Relations Act to continue work during the strike, and negotiations are continuing with the labor union. However, the contractor advises us that unless immediate progress is made in the negotiations, the dispute will most likely begin to negatively impact the project. Construction work affected includes surveying, soil nail drilling operations, utility relocations, and pile driving operations, among others. Kiewit has also stated that it is taking all reasonable precautions to mitigate any delays this labor dispute may cause. Some construction activity continues, and the project team does not anticipate the strike will affect the ultimate delivery of the project. Project Director Michael Barbour plans to provide a KABC 7 interview on this issue which is planned to air later tonight.  

Television News Stations Cover Tap Story

Channels 4 and 5 this morning contacted Media Relations for a quick response to Sunday’s Daily News article where critics faulted TAP. When asked by reporters if we had wasted $154 million on a program that allegedly doesn’t work, Metro spokesman Marc Littman countered TAP is working as proven by more than 15 million TAP transactions monthly on Metro buses and trains. There are elements such as gating the rail stations that are a work in progress, but Littman noted that installation of the turnstiles was completed only a month ago. He also pointed out that nearly half the TAP investment, about $70 million, was for replacing antiquated fare boxes that needed replacing anyway. Reporters interviewed customers who complained about TAP, but Littman noted Metro’s own customer surveys found that 72 percent of our riders prefer TAP over paper fare media. Bringing the other transit carriers on board the TAP program and getting TAP cards distributed to students and seniors remain challenges, but these are being addressed. Before the gates at the rail stations can be locked, fare media must be upgraded, but as an interim measure within 60 days, Littman noted a flashing alert system above the turnstiles should be in place to flag potential fare evaders. 
In addition to morning coverage of TAP on Channels 4 and 5, Channels 2 & 7 also interviewed Media Relations to counter criticism of the program. Besides the previously noted points, Littman told reporters that gating the rail stations was not part of the original TAP program. In July 2008 Metro, received $16.1 million in Prop. 1B transit security funding to help pay for installation of a gating system in Metro Rail stations as a way to enhance security.    
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