	PDA/HANDHELD DEVICES - TO VIEW WITH GRAPHICS CLICK HERE
[image: image1]

	Thursday, August 26, 2010
20100826-1

In this issue:
· Caltrans Announces Close-Out of ARRA Flexible Highway Funds
· Measure R Oversight Committee Makes Finding of Benefit
· LA Times Story on the Status of Expo Line 
· 664 Public Comments and Counting
 
Caltrans Announces Close-Out of ARRA Flexible Highway Funds

Under federal law, certain American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds not contractually encumbered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will expire on September 30, 2010. Los Angeles County as a whole successfully encumbered $1.14 billion in ARRA funds several months ago, but the ARRA construction bid environment has been very favorable. In fact, the construction bid environment has been so favorable that the MTA’s own $25 million countywide highway funding back-stop plan has been fully subscribed.  

On August 20, 2010, Caltrans Headquarters (HQ) notified the MTA that an additional $2.4 million in bid savings has been released from Los Angeles County grantees. This is about two-tenths of one percent of the total ARRA funding made available to all of Los Angeles County.    

Agencies wishing to use their bid savings must act fast. Caltrans HQ has established a "first-come, first-serve" process with a drop dead deadline of August 30, 2010 for the Districts within Caltrans to process and forward their bid savings paperwork to Caltrans HQ. Our Countywide Planning Department has been working with Caltrans HQ and Caltrans District 7 to determine which projects within Los Angeles County would form the most competitive group to pursue any leftovers made available to Los Angeles County by Caltrans HQ when the dust settles in September 2010.    

Today, we informed the project sponsors on the attached list that they may pursue the ARRA Close-Out funding from Caltrans up to a per project sponsor limit of $800,000. It will be totally up to Caltrans and the FHWA to determine which projects will get an opportunity to utilize the ARRA Close-Out funds within Los Angeles County.  

Questions about this process may be referred to Caltrans District 7 Local Assistance. Questions for MTA staff can be referred to Avital Shavit at (213) 922-7518 or by e-mail at shavita@metro.net.
Measure R Oversight Committee Makes Finding of Benefit

The Measure R Independent Taxpayers Oversight Committee of Metro adopted a resolution today at its Special Workshop on Measure R Bonds.  The resolution finds that the benefit from accelerating Measure R projects exceeds the issuance and interest costs of the proposed debt financing.  The Measure R Ordinance requires that the Committee make a finding of benefit regarding debt financing secured by Measure R revenues prior to costs being incurred.  The bond issuance is scheduled to be presented to the Board for approval in September. Questions regarding the today’s workshop may be directed to Cosette Stark from Communications at (213) 922-2822 or starkco@metro.net.       

LA Times Story on the Status of Expo Line 

The Los Angeles Times is preparing a story on the status of the Expo Line, construction milestones reached and the causes for delays and budget overruns. The reporter working on the story has interviewed Richard Thorpe of the Expo Construction Authority and has contacted several Board members. I spoke with the reporter this afternoon about whether there are any financial pressure/incentives in opening a segment of the Phase One project next summer between downtown Los Angeles and Crenshaw Boulevard as opposed to waiting until the line is finished to Culver City. I told the reporter that we are working with the construction authority to see if a segment can be opened next summer that would benefit commuters. We want to make sure that the system is ready and that the segment is a viable segment. The reporter was told that financial incentives are not the driving force, but rather the important thing is to open the system to benefit the riding public. The story is expected to run this week.
664 Public Comments and Counting
 
So far, customer relations has received and responded to 664 public comments regarding proposed December service changes. The temporary interruption in responding to e-mails sent to customerrelations@metro.net was resolved and every comment received during that period was addressed. Because of the glitch, an additional e-mail address for comments, servicechanges@metro.net, was established and the public hearing comment period was extended until midnight, August 31. Every public comment that was submitted regarding the proposed service changes will be responded to and included in the record.
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