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· Rail Operations Graduates 16 New Train Operators
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Mayor Villaraigosa Joins President Obama At White House To Discuss $50 Billion Transportation Initiative
 

Today, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa joined President Obama and a number of key national transportation stakeholders to urge Congress to adopt the President's $50 billion plan for transportation projects nationwide. The meeting and press conference held today at the White House was designed to promote the President's $50 billion plan for rail, roads and runway improvements that he unveiled on Labor Day in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Among those joining Mayor Villaraigosa at the White House were Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell and two former Secretaries of Transportation, Norm Mineta and Samuel Skinner. Additional information and a video regarding the meeting held at the White House can be found at the following link:http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/10/11/president-infrastructure-investment-work-needs-be-done-there-are-workers-who-are-rea.

Rail Operations Graduates 16 New Train Operators
Rail Operations has added 16 train operators to the ranks of some 225 train operators who pilot the Metro Rail system throughout Los Angeles County, transporting an average of 300,000 customers a day. 

The operators moved from Rail Instruction training to light rail assignments on Sunday, October 10th. Transferring to rail from bus divisions, the operators had completed an eight-week course in rail operations. The training consists of an overview of the rail system and concentrated instruction on rules and procedures followed by hands-on yard operation, mainline operation and procedures specific to operation of each rail line.

The new train operators assigned to the Blue Line are Sandra Orozco, Salvador Rodriguez, Porfirio Arreola, Joey P. Corpuz, Stephanos Teshome, Tracy E Green and Barbara A. Featherstone.

Operators Gary Alvarado, Aubrey D. Harrison, Juan A. Alcantar, and Ken B. Nosraty are assigned to the Green Line.

Operators Hector A. Rivera, Jose A. Gomez, Joe E. Harper, and Jose L. Caceres take on the Gold Line.

Connie Velasco-Gonzalez, who advanced to Rail Transit Operations Supervisor, goes on duty at the Rail Transportation Control Center.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/101011_Rail_Pix.JPG
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

Media Relations today conducted outreach to major media outlets regarding the Tuesday night, October 12, 2010 start of demolition for the north side of the Skirball Center Drive Bridge as part of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project. Media Relations issued a news release last week. Staff reported that the first two nights of planned demolition activity will close the southbound I-405 between Burbank Boulevard and Getty Center Drive, a distance of approximately 5.5 miles.  During southbound freeway closures, Sepulveda Boulevard will remain open to traffic and act as a primary detour route.  Other recommended detours are available on online at the project web site (metro.net/405).  Motorists are advised to plan extra time to get through detours and/or use alternate freeway routes.  The Los Angeles Times, Daily News, KFI, and other stations are expected to run stories tomorrow.  

http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/skirball-bridge-demolition-reconstruction-planned-/
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