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· Demolition of the Skirball Bridge Underway in the Sepulveda Pass
· Metro Launches New Safety Education Web Site

· New Media Update (Source blog, Facebook, Twitter)
· Metro AAEA Event
Demolition of the Skirball Bridge Underway in the Sepulveda Pass

Demolition of the northern half of the Skirball Center Drive Bridge got off to a successful start last night in the Sepulveda Pass. Kiewit Infrastructure West Co., the construction contractor for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project, made faster progress than expected while working on the span of the bridge over the southbound lanes of the I-405 freeway. Two night’s worth of work was completed during the first night of the operation and the remaining schedule of work has been advanced by one day. Community Relations, which prepared for the demolition with an extensive public outreach campaign, received no complaints during the first night of the activity. For tonight, the contractor will begin demolishing the span of the Skirball Bridge that is located over the northbound I-405 freeway. The updated schedule and closures for this work activity for tonight are as follows:
 

· Full directional northbound freeway closure from 12:00 a.m. to 5 a.m. from Getty Center Drive to Ventura Boulevard 

· The southbound High Occupancy Vehicle and #1 lane will be closed from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

· Skirball Center Drive Bridge will be closed from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

· Northbound Skirball on- and off-ramps will be closed from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
· Southbound Skirball on- and off-ramps will be closed from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

Metro Launches New Safety Education Web Site

Our new interactive safety outreach site has already garnered national attention. Only days after activation, a concerned parent in Satanta, Kansas contacted the Transit Education Programs department and requested safety information and gave us kudos on the site. Her family lives one block away from the tracks and the local school is four blocks away. In the past there has been no rail safety training, therefore this parent has been in search of educational rail safety material for the students in the community. She will be taking the initiative and passing along the information to teachers in the local schools. The site has been useful in broadening the Safety Outreach not only here in Los Angeles, but now Satanta, Kansas. We hope that the Transit Education Program reaches more communities with the interactive website. 

The interactive website promotes bike, bus, and rail safety education and is geared towards children, teens and adults. It will be promoted throughout all LA County public, private and parochial schools. The site offers safety information, behavior guides, and links to information on how to ride Metro. The site also contains three different categories including: Bee Safe (K-2nd grade), Metro Kids (3rd – 5th grade) and the Teen category (6th - 12thgrade). Each category contains interactive quizzes and game links making them an attractive on-site teaching tool. The site also offers great information for Teachers and Community groups. The Teachers and Community group link allows easy access to Metro safety resources and videos www.metro.net/ridesafely.

New Media Update (Source blog, Facebook, Twitter)
Communications has been actively building and employing a variety of new digital channels which offer a direct line of communication with our customers and stakeholders. Blogs, online publications, social networking tools are all ways in which we are addressing the new ways in which our customers are using the internet. These tools are also an important part of our long term project delivery public information and outreach strategies (see earlier brief on "Bright Ideas" award). 
A complete rundown of our social web links are available on metro.net. Following is an update on some of these tools:

· Our official blog, The Source, now allows customers to comment on posts and stories. This particular post has 40+ comments and counting. 
· Communications also uses Google Maps to show custom maps online. The Go Metro Dining Map is a map plotting dining interests accessible near Metro stations and allows customers to contribute their dining suggestions. 
· Our Facebook page has 3,000+ fans and counting. Facebook allows customers to interact with Communications staff; customers can ask questions, post links, or just comment. It also allows Communications to post project update information including 30/10, Measure R updates etc. 
· We have multiple Twitter accounts targeted for various customers. Here are some samples: the I-405 tweets about road closures, Bike Metro tweets about bike info, and Metro Service Alerts tweets up-to-the-minute rail and bus service alerts. 
Metro AAEA Event

Our African American Employee’s Association (AAEA) presents “The Nuts and Bolts of California’s State Ballot Measures-2010” on Wednesday, October 27th  at noon in the 4th floor University Conference Room of the Gateway Building. Guest speaker Renée Chanon of the Los Angeles League of Women Voters will lead a review and discussion of the state ballot measures. The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education advocacy.
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