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Rep. Laura Richardson (D-37) Introduces “TIFIA Expansion Act of 2010”
Late yesterday, Rep. Laura Richardson (D-37) introduced H.R. 6483, the “TIFIA Expansion Act of 2010.”  This bill is an element of our Innovative Finance legislative program, which includes the expansion of the TIFIA program and the creation of a Qualified Transportation Investment Bond (QTIB) that will benefit our project Transit and Highway acceleration program.

We want to thank Rep. Laura Richardson for introducing H.R. 6483.  Metro staff will continue to work with the transportation leaders in Congress to advance our innovative financing proposals moving forward.  We will continue to keep you informed as this bill move through the federal legislative process.

APTA’s Legislative Committee Endorses LACMTA Innovation Finance Legislative Plan 
Earlier Today, the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) Legislative Committee voted to endorse our innovative finance proposals.  APTA is a national association that advocates on behalf of public transit in Washington, D.C.  This recommended endorsement will now go before APTA’s Board of Directors for a final vote.  

Similar efforts are being made with other national organizations to secure their endorsement of our innovative finance proposals.  Earlier this year, Metro staff made a presentation at the annual conference for the American Association of State Transportation Officials (AASHTO) in Biloxi, Mississippi and we are seeking their endorsement at their upcoming Legislative Conference in February 2011. 

Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project Maintenance Facility Site Open House
This past Wednesday, the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor team held a Maintenance Facility Site Open House at Del Aire Park in Hawthorne.   Approximately 40 community members and stakeholders attended. Participants received an update on the four proposed maintenance facility sites selected for environmental review as part of the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project Light Rail Transit (LRT) Line.   This information had been shared at 6 previous Project Update meetings held in other locations in October and November.
The operation of a new LRT line will require the construction of a new maintenance facility to store, maintain, repair and clean light rail vehicles. The four sites we are analyzing are in the cities of Los Angeles, Inglewood, Hawthorne, and Redondo Beach. Key issues being addressed include: displacement, relocation, employment changes, traffic access, noise and land use policies, all of which will be incorporated into an Environmental Assessment/Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (EA/RDEIR). 

The Environmental Assessment/Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report will be released in early 2011 for the 45-day comment period. A Public Hearing will be scheduled during that time. For more information on the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor, visit metro.net/crenshaw.
 ( I changed the Title, the other one didn’t make sense)

Measure R Funded Eastside Access Project in Boyle Heights Press Event

Today, City of Los Angeles Council member and Metro Board member José Huizar and I announced the beginning of community meetings for the Eastside Access Project in Boyle Heights. The multi-modal transit related improvements, funded by measure R, will bring better access for pedestrians and bicyclists along the Pico/Aliso, Mariachi Plaza, Soto and Indiana stations of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. The Indiana, Maravilla, East LA Civic Center and Atlantic stations will follow later. Several members of the Eastside community participated in the press conference that took place on First Street in Boyle Heights. The Los Angeles Times, La Opinion, Eastern Group Publications, Wave Newspapers, Metro Networks Radio, TV channels 4/52, 34 and 35 covered the event. Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.

Rail Operations Graduates 15 New Train Operators
Rail Operations has added 15 train operators to the ranks of some 230 train operators who navigate the Metro Rail system throughout Los Angeles County, transporting an average of 300,000 customers a day.

The operators were officially certified as train operators on Friday, Dec. 3. after completing a seven-week course in rail operations. The training consists of an overview of the rail system and concentrated instruction on rules and procedures followed by hands-on yard operation, mainline operation and procedures specific to operation of each rail line.

Six of the new train operators have accepted positions on the Blue Line and 5 begin training for the Red Line next week.  The remaining new train operators, all currently assigned to bus divisions, are awaiting positions on the Expo Line, which is expected to open in late 2011.

Please click here to view a photo of the new train operators, they are: Anthony A. Angrywolf, Mario Howard, Alex Bardowell, Arlen Giraldo, Naeem Shabazz, Jose H. Aguilar, Warner de Leon, Tamara Langston, Juan Garcia, Kenya Finnell, Anthony S. Reese, Lam H. Hoang, Martin C. Perez, Jorge Clemente, Daniel A. Castillo.

El Monte Station Construction Detours this Weekend
 

Expect construction detours this weekend along portions of Metro and Foothill Transit bus lines that serve El Monte Station. The construction detours will be in effect for the next two weekends and impact bus operations within the Temporary Terminal until further notified. Several construction activities include the relocation of underground utilities near the Temporary Terminal. Operations staff and volunteers will be available to provide customer assistance and ensure the safe movement of buses around the construction zone. View details of the El Monte Station Weekend Construction.

 http://www.metro.net/service/advisories/update/special/7/
 

 Big Crowds, More Rail Service for USC vs. UCLA Football Game
 

Operations is expecting big crowds and heavy passenger loads this Saturday, December 4, 2010, as football fans from all across the country gather at The Rose Bowl to watch the USC vs UCLA football game at 7:30 p.m. The Metro Gold Line is expected to get a boost in ridership. Operations staff will closely monitor activity with standby trains ready to be placed in service, if needed. Staff and volunteers will be available to help customers at Memorial Park Station and to provide directions to the nearby Rose Bowl shuttle, remind patrons of their last train times and connections, and safely load passengers at the station platforms. 

Expo Construction Notice

As part of the construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will temporarily divert and detour traffic on National

Boulevard for work on the Venice/Robertson aerial structure. The traffic diversion will take place Monday, December 6 to 

Friday, December 10, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The traffic detour on Eastbound National Boulevard will take place on
Saturday, December 11, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. only.   Please click here to view the construction notice. http://www.buildexpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/120210_EXPO_Notice_BBI_NationalBlvdDetour_December2010.pdf
Procurement Status Report for RFP P3010 – New Light Rail Vehicles

The LRV RFP P3010 has been issued to 177 interested parties, from 133 firms as of Friday, December 3rd. Staff is currently completing its response to 93 written and oral questions submitted by interested parties seeking clarification of RFP requirements and requests for modifications to technical specifications. 

We released a second RFP amendment on November 22nd, providing Metro’s Pre-Proposal conference presentation held November 19th, including conference sign-in sheets to all plan holders.

Staff provided a brief procurement presentation of the New Light Rail Vehicle RFP at the FTA’s Quarterly New Starts Projects Review Meeting on December 1st, whose attendance included the FTA’s Region 9 Administrator, Leslie Rodgers. Staff reminded the FTA that the current P3010 procurement schedule relies on a timely response to the four unique solicitation elements that were approved by the Board for Local Jobs and Additional U.S. Component Content programs, a Metro managed DBE program, and local environmental rules for LRV production.

Inquiries concerning this procurement during the blackout period must be directed to Victor Ramirez, Manager, Contract Administration, at (213) 922-1059, ramirezv@metro.net. 

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending Metrolink’s Rotem Car Public Launch and the State of the County that will be delivered by Supervisor Knabe. I will also be attending the Pancakes and Politics Event at the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce where the Speaker of the Assembly,John A. Perez will be speaking. I will also be meeting with Chair Knabe and Directors Yaroslavsky and Ridley-Thomas.



	

	








