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Senators Feinstein and Boxer and Congressman Waxman Urge USDOT to Support Metro New Starts Projects

U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Congressman Henry Waxman (D-30) have co-authored a letter to U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood urging that the Obama Administration move both of our New Starts Projects (Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension) into the Fiscal Year 2012 New Starts Report. The correspondence also encourages Secretary LaHood to provide funds for both projects as they await approval from the USDOT to enter into Preliminary Engineering. In a related development, a draft omnibus appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2011 that is being circulated by the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Appropriations includes a $6.5 million earmark for the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension and a $1.2 million earmark for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project. For your review, please find attached a copy of the letter sent to Secretary LaHood by Senators Feinstein and Boxer and Congressman Waxman.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/101215_Sec_Lahood_letter_la_subway_and_connector.pdf
New Starts Projects Await Permission To Enter Into Preliminary Engineering     

We are hoping to receive correspondence shortly from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) permitting entry into Preliminary Engineering (PE) for our Westside Subway Extension and Regional Connector projects. Traditionally, the FTA outlines issues in its PE approval letter that they would like the transit agency to address as the projects move forward in the Federal New Starts process. With respect to our projects, we expect the FTA letter to include matters related to “Risk Assessment”, as well as other topics. I look forward to keeping the Board apprised of this matter over the next several days.

United States Senate Adopts Tax Package that Includes Transit-Friendly Provisions

Today, the U.S. Senate voted to pass a tax package that now heads to the U.S. House of Representatives. In partnership with the American Public Transportation Association and other transit stakeholders, we successfully worked with our two U.S. Senators to include provisions in the tax package that will continue the commuter tax benefit that was raised from $120 to $230 under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act last year. This provision, without an extension, was slated to expire on December 31, 2010. Our agency also worked successfully to extend the alternative fuel tax credit. The elimination of the current alternative fuel tax credit of 50 cents per gasoline equivalent for Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) would have cost our agency over $1.5 million per month. We have argued that the extension of the alternative fuel tax credit serves to encourage and assist transit agencies, like ours, who maintain environmentally friendly bus fleets. With more than 2,300 buses powered by CNG, Metro operates one of the largest alternative fuel transit fleets in the United States.

Speaker Pérez Names Assembly Leadership Team and Committees
Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez (D-Los Angeles) announced his Democratic leadership team today and unveiled the Assembly’s committee assignments for the 2011-2012 Regular Session. Consistent with his commitment to encourage bipartisan solutions to the challenges facing California, Speaker Pérez appointed Assemblymember Cameron Smyth (R-Santa Clarita) to chair the Assembly Committee on Local Government and Assemblymember Paul Cook (R-Yucca Valley) to chair the Assembly Committee on Veterans Affairs. For your review, please find attached letters regarding the Speaker’s Democratic leadership team and a listing of committee appointments. http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/101215_perez_committees_letter.pdf
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/101215_perez_Leadership_letter.pdf
LA Times Inquiry Regarding ExpressLanes Project

A reporter with the LA Times in Orange County is preparing a story on Orange County’s success in implementing toll roads and the Fast Track Toll Lane Project on the 91 freeway. As part of the story, the reporter interviewed staff today regarding Metro’s ExpressLanes Project. The reporter was given a brief description of the project, timetable for completion, and what our goals are for a successful pilot program. The story is expected to run in the next couple of days.
Employees Fill Metro Bus with Holiday Cheer for Needy Families in 15th Annual Volunteer Gift-Giving Drive 

Our employees donated nearly a bus-full of holiday cheer to needy children and families in Skid Row served by the Fred Jordan Missions. The Gift Giving Drive is a tradition organized by employee volunteers in the long-standing gift-giving partnership with the Fred Jordan Missions. Now in its 15th year, the annual gift-giving volunteer program is coordinated by our Diversity and Economic Opportunity Department.

The gifts of toys, food baskets, clothes and household goods, including 22 brand new bicycles, were loaded onto a Metro Rapid articulated bus for a trip to the Fred Jordan Missions, where they will be distributed to needy families on Sunday, December 19, 2010, at the annual Fred Jordan Missions Christmas party in downtown Los Angeles. Scenes from the gift drive: CEO Art Leahy and Santa’s helpers – all volunteer Metro employees – transform an articulated Metro Bus into a sleigh with Metro Bus Operator Alfredo Camacho at the helm. 
Metro CEO Art Leahy Interviewed on AQMD’s “On the Air” on-Line Show 

Last month, the Air Quality Management District (AQMD) invited me to tape an interview on the online program “AQMD’s On the Air” Show. The program highlights agencies that have demonstrated a strong commitment to improving air quality and the difference they have made in helping clear the air we breathe. In addition to the improvements we are making, I spoke about the upcoming milestone Metro is approaching early next year with the retiring of the last 14 diesel buses. The interview is now showing and I encourage you to watch it. Here is the link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4liVT5houI


	

	








