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Metro’s America Fast Forward is Highlighted By Congresswoman Judy Chu at House Transportation Hearing

Congresswoman Judy Chu (D-32) highlighted Metro’s America Fast Forward today in remarks she made before members of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee at a hearing focused on our nation’s next surface transportation authorization bill. Congresswoman Chu’s remarks included the following assertion, “Our [Los Angeles County] region is too congested and polluted to wait 30 years for a 21st century transportation system. We can do this in just a decade by boosting TIFIA by reforming six provisions,” the Congresswoman added. Positive remarks regarding using bonds for transportation projects and enhancing the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program were also made by two distinguished members of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, Representatives Grace Napolitano (D-38) and Laura Richardson (D-37). The hearing held today was convened by the subcommittee on Highways and Transit and was designed to solicit input from Members of Congress on how best to reform America’s surface transportation programs.

House Republicans Release Budget For Fiscal Year 2012 – Includes Dramatic Reduction In Transportation Spending – Eliminates Funding For High Speed Rail
Federal transportation spending would be dramatically reduced based on the budget released this morning in Washington, D.C. by the chairman of the House Budget Committee. Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) unveiled a budget that would reduce federal transportation spending by nearly a third. An early assessment of the document illustrates the magnitude of the proposed cut by outlining that federal transportation spending (budget authority) would go from approximately $93 billion in FY 2011 to $64 billion in FY 2012 under the budget proposed by House Republicans. In a statement released regarding the transportation funding proposed in the budget, Chairman Ryan shared that "Over the past decade, highway spending has mostly exceeded the gas-tax revenues that finance the fund, because gas-tax levels leveled off while spending grew. Spending, meanwhile, has increasingly been diverted to non-highway projects, such as bike trails and museums, and politicized through earmarks such as the Bridge to Nowhere mentioned above. To make up for funding shortfalls, the trust fund has required three large transfusions of taxpayer dollars from general revenues, totaling $35 billion since 2008. Without reform, another infusion will be necessary in 2013. This budget anticipates that Congress can keep the Highway Trust Fund solvent without additional general fund transfers or increases in the gasoline tax by consolidating dozens of separate highway programs that Government Accountability Office has identified as duplicative. This will help focus every dollar on pursuing a targeted and cohesive national transportation policy.” 

The budget released today also questioned the value of transportation projects in creating jobs. Specifically, in a report released by Chairman Ryan entitled The Path to Prosperity: Restoring America’s Promise, it is stated that  “...however worthy some highway projects might be, their capacity as job creators has been vastly oversold, as demonstrated by the extravagant but unfulfilled promises that accompanied the 2009 stimulus bill, particularly with regard to high speed rail.”

A link to the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Resolution proposed by Chairman Ryan can be accessed here: http://budget.house.gov/UploadedFiles/PathToProsperityFY2012.pdf. Our staff has begun reviewing this document to learn what the potential impact of this proposed budget would be on our agency.

Assembly Public Safety Committee Approves Metro's Transit Court Bill

Today, the Assembly Public Safety Committee approved Metro's sponsored measure AB 426 (Lowenthal) which will clarify state law relating to Metro's Transit Adjudication Bureau. AB 426 was recently amended to incorporate Metrolink related citations into our system. The bill was approved today on a unanimous vote and will now head to the Assembly floor for a vote of the full house.

Westside Subway Extension Station Area Advisory Groups Tour Metro Red/Purple Lines

 
This past Friday and Sunday, members of the six Station Area Advisory Groups for the Westside Subway Extension toured the Metro Red/Purple Lines including visits to five of our existing stations. The groups are comprised of individuals representing stakeholders closest to the stations including residents, property owners, merchants and key institutions. The purpose of the Advisory Groups is to provide input to our planners about design aspects of the stations. They also provide input to staff from the cities of Los Angeles and Beverly Hills about design and planning issues in the areas around the station. The tours were intended to give group members a sense of the system today, a sample of station designs, and help them identify things they like or don't like for the stations in their area. Over the 2 1/2 hour tour period, they visited Union Station, 7th Street/Metro Center, Wilshire/Vermont, Vermont/Sunset & Hollywood/Vine stations. Of the total 68 individuals comprising the six Advisory Groups, 44 participated in the tours. Many of the tour participants had never ridden our system previously. While identifying specific elements along the tour for the new stations, many of them also noted that the system and the stations all seemed to work well. They also noted that there was high ridership on the trains during each tour and commented that these were during off-peak periods. Initially, each group met in February and are scheduled to meet twice more during the development of the project’s Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report.

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Contractor is scheduled to begin work needed to widen the Wilshire Boulevard Bridge in Westwood beginning Friday, April 8, 2011, an activity that will reduce traffic lanes in the vicinity of the bridge for one year. Construction crews are expected to place k-rail and install temporary lighting and signals at Wilshire and Sepulveda Boulevards for 12 hours beginning Friday night. During this period, all traffic signals at the intersection of Wilshire and Sepulveda will be turned off and traffic control officers will direct traffic. Once complete, Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced by one center lane in each direction. All turn lanes will remain. This reduced traffic configuration is anticipated to be in place for one year. 

What to Expect:

· Two lane closure on eastbound Wilshire from Bonsall to Veteran from 10 p.m. to noon.

· Two lane closure on westbound Wilshire from Veteran to Bonsall from 10 p.m. to noon.

· Sepulveda Boulevard will be reduced to one lane in each direction from Constitution to Ohio.

· Eastbound Wilshire sidewalk will be closed. Pedestrians will be detoured to the westbound Wilshire sidewalk.

· Motorists are advised to share the road with cyclists. “Give Me 3” requires drivers allow three feet when 
passing bicycles. Be especially cautious in construction zones.

· Emergency vehicle access will be maintained.

Work is weather permitting and subject to change. For latest updates visit the project web site at www.metro.net/I-405 or follow the project on twitter: twitter.com/I_405. The project hotline is (213) 922-3665.

Metro’s TOTS System is Retired

Effective Sunday, April 3, 2011 the 27 year legacy software system called TOTS (Transit Operating and Trends System) used to mark up, dispatch, and pay bus and rail operators was retired. Originally co-developed by ITS and a consultant in 1984 TOTS was upgraded for Y2K in 1999. In 2006 Metro contracted with Giro, Inc., for its HASTUS Daily Operations software module used to mark-up, dispatch, and pay bus and rail operators. We have used the HASTUS system for scheduling since 1987. We are the largest North American installation of commercial off the shelf software by Giro, Inc. and one of the largest world-wide.

The HASTUS Daily Operations system did not just replace TOTS, many improvements were included that help make us to be more productive and cost effective in delivering its service to LA County. It took several dedicated employees to replace TOTS, congratulations to everyone that made the project a success. Project Manager, John FitzGibbon; Operations Project Team Donna Murphy, Catherine Graham, Cindy Oviatt, Lorna Andrews, Arturo Ramirez, and Bob Holland; ITS Project Team Regina Lim, Daniel Ha, Aram Derian, Gloria Shen, Lorna Vargas, and Jimmy Wang.

Update on Developer Challenge Kick-Off Event

Last Thursday, Communications staff held a Kick-Off Event to spur interest in development of transit applications for web and mobile devices. Metro data and tech specialists encompassing ATMS, Operations Service Planning, metro.net, Trip Planner, and Next Bus were on hand for a Question & Answer session covering real time bus arrival data, scheduling data in GTFS (Google Transit Feed Specification), Trip Planner data, and GIS (Geographic Information System). The event was well attended and drew a diverse crowd of college students, app developers, transit enthusiasts, and professional entrepreneurs. Participants had questions covering the Developer Challenge and the various types of data Metro has made available to the public. Video of the meeting, transcripts of the Q&A, and the presentation will be available on Metro’s data website this week for interested parties.

Following the event, the Los Angeles Business Journal inquired about the Challenge and transit apps. Communications staff reported that the Challenge is part of the launch campaign for Nextrip, Our new bus arrival service scheduled to debut later this month. We have made a number of online/tech updates including a new website launched in Feb 2010, an iPhone app currently in beta, new mobiles apps for iPhone, iPad and Android. The developer site is part of our effort to encourage use of transit data in online tools. The column is expected to run in this Thursday’s edition.



	

	








