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SR-710 Scoping Process

This week we completed a series of 21 public meetings conducted over a period of approximately eight weeks related to the scoping process for the SR-710 N.  Titled “SR-710 Conversations” the public outreach effort included meetings at eight different locations and one virtual meeting to inform and educate communities on the importance of participation in the scoping process preparatory to an environmental study and finally, the opportunity to speak publicly on the record.   The virtual meeting continues on line through April 14, 2011 as well as the opportunity to continue to submit comments through Metro’s website or directly to Caltrans.  Public meetings were conducted in Alhambra, Glendale, LaCanda-Flintridge, Los Angeles, Pasadena, San Gabriel and South Pasadena.  

Metro Launches Nation’s First Major Transit Agency Spanish Blog 

Underscoring the growing influence of Latinos in Los Angeles County, Metro this morning became the first major transit agency in the United States to launch a Spanish language blog to inform and engage our customers and the Spanish-speaking public-at-large. El Pasajero (http://elpasajero.metro.net) is an interactive website that will post a steady stream of news and features, photos and videos about virtually every aspect of mobility that we are involved in from running buses and trains to overseeing highway improvements, bicycle and pedestrian programs, goods movement, vanpools, carpools and more. Timely service alerts and breaking news about transportation and Measure R updates will be highlighted. A press conference was held today to launch El Pasajero at the Hispanicize 2011 social media convention in Hollywood. Actor Edward J. Olmos participated. The Los Angeles Times, Channel 62 and other media attended. 
CAC Tour

A dozen members of the Community Advisory Committee (CAC) joined Community Relations and Kiewit Infrastructure West (the project’s prime contractor) staff yesterday afternoon in the first worksite tour held for CAC members. After lunch and safety training at Skirball Cultural Center, the CAC members toured the completed soil-nail retaining wall built north of the Getty Trail Head and east of the I-405. Dan Kulka, Kiewit’s Public Relations Manager for the I-405 Project, described the techniques required to construct the large retaining wall.

 

Next the tour vehicles transported the CAC members to the west abutment of Skirball Center Dr Bridge. There Kulka gave an overview of bridge construction, and Ron Macias, Community Relations Officer, answered questions on the schedule for reconstructing the bridge. Skirball Center Dr Bridge must be lengthened to accommodate the new high-occupancy vehicle lane to be added to the north.

 

The tour took approximately three hours and is part of Community Relations efforts to help community members understand the scale of the 10-mile-long project and its progress. Several CAC members commented that they had a clearer comprehension of the complexity of the project after Thursday’s tour.

Good Design LA Event
We will be participating in the three day "Good Design LA" event hosted by Good Magazine this weekend. The event taps LA area designers to develop solutions to the city's toughest problems through creative thinking. Maya Emsden, DEO of Creative Services, will participate in tonight's kick off event as eight LA designers present their concepts to a sold out audience. The concepts will be featured in an upcoming issue of Good Magazine.  

Construction Notices

Metro Orange Line Extension

As part of the Metro Orange Line Extension Project, the Contractor will remove the pepper trees located along the eastside of Canoga between Nordhoff and Plummer. This work is necessary for the construction of the Bus Rapid Transitway.  

 Work is anticipated to start on Monday, April 11, 2011 for approximately one week. Anticipated work hours are from 7:00am to 3:00pm, weather permitting. To view the complete notice, please click here. 

Expo

As part of construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will temporarily close La Cienega Boulevard at Jefferson

Boulevard for street and intersection reconstruction and paving.  The intersection of La Cienega Boulevard at Jefferson Boulevard will be closed to through traffic on the following dates:  Continuous Closure from 7:00 p.m. Friday, April 15 to 6:00 a.m. Monday, April 25, 2011 and construction work hours will be 7:00 a.m. to 12 midnight, Monday through Friday and 
8:00 a.m. to 12 midnight, Saturday and Sunday. To view the complete notice, please click here.

Procurement Postings for Next Week
Metro will release a Request for Proposal (PS-8510-2700) next week to procure Construction Laboratories Services.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 11, 2011 through August 12, 2011.

Metro requires testing services from a full service laboratory to perform oversight testing and verification inspection of concrete, soils, steel, asphalt, masonry, non-destructive examinations, high density polyethylene, epoxy, mortar, special analysis services, and code welding engineer services, in support of all Metro projects.  In general, the Services to be performed will include providing portal-to-portal transportation, approved facilities, equipment with currently and appropriately qualified personnel as required to perform the Scope of Services.  This will be an Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity contract where services will be performed on an “as required” basis.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Eva Rodriguez, Assistant Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1034.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Directors Fasana, Antonovich and Mayor Villaraigosa.  I will be participating in a tour of the Red and Purple Line with a Moscow Delegation.  I will also be attending the following meetings: the Metrolink Agencies CEO’s, the California High Speed Rail, Mobility 21 and the Regionwide CEO’s meeting.  Finally I will be attending the Mayor’s State of the City Address.



	

	








