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Media Probes Impact on Transit From State Bond Sale Delays
The Daily News this Friday or over the weekend is expected to publish an article examining the potential impact on Los Angeles County highway and transit programs from delays in the state transportation bond sales. Staff told a reporter that the cancellation of the Spring 2011 Prop. 1B sale has left the county short $174 million it was counting on and if the Fall 2011 bond sale is delayed, that’s another $400 million impact. Major projects under construction or nearing the start of construction could be adversely affected including Expo Phase I which is almost completed and the I-405 work and the Metro Orange Line extension to Chatsworth and the Gerald Desmond Bridge replacement, among many others throughout the county. Bus and light rail car purchases could be impacted, even efforts to procure positive train control for Metrolink. There are only limited funds to cover the shortfalls for a short period but this is a Band-Aid approach at best. Staff underscored that the decision to prioritize projects going forward in the event of continuing state bond sale delays will be made by the Board of Directors. The matter will be discussed at three Board committees next week and by the full Board April 28, 2011. Staff said Metro is urging the Governor and legislators to give priority to these bond sales because the economic well-being of California is at stake. These projects generate thousands of jobs, but also mobility is the economic linchpin of the state. The goods movement projects like the Gerald Desmond Bridge replacement and the new Cerritos Rail Bridge, in particular, will have a positive economic impact. In addition, staff noted that Los Angeles County is bracing for a double whammy. State operating funds could be cut to plug the state deficit. An estimated $96 million is due Los Angeles County in FY12. And, lastly, staff noted that hundreds of millions of federal dollars could be lost for projects such as the Regional Connector if the state can’t provide its share of project funding. The Los Angeles Times also is tracking the state bond sale delays on a statewide basis. 

Measure R Oversight Committee Workshop Scheduled
The Measure R Independent Taxpayer’s Oversight Committee is scheduled to hold a public hearing on Monday, April 18, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. The hearing is required to take place each year to receive public comment on the Committee’s Proposed Annual Report on the Measure R independent audits. The report and audits have been distributed to libraries across the county, as required by the Measure R Ordinance and a public hearing notice has been posted in various newspapers. The public hearing will be held in the Board Room. A copy of the Committee’s Proposed Annual Report is attached for reference.  

Westside Subway Extension Project

Media Relations has issued a news release announcing the next round of Station Area Advisory Group meetings for the Westside Subway Extension Project. Meetings are designed to obtain community input on potential urban design and other features at proposed stations, and will be held April 26 through May 2, 2011. The schedule of meetings is as follows:  

La Cienega & Rodeo Station Area Advisory Groups

Tuesday, April 26, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Beverly Hills Library Auditorium, 444 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210. Served by Metro Line 16/316.  Free 2-hour parking is available in the adjacent structure.

Century City & Westwood/UCLA Station Area Advisory Groups

Wednesday, April 27, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Westwood United Methodist Church - Fellowship Hall, Third Floor, 10497 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90024. Served by Metro Line 20. Free parking is available below Belmont Village, the building east of the Sanctuary. From Wilshire Blvd., use the Belmont Village driveway and proceed under the overhang to the underground parking lot. Park on levels P2, P3 or P4 and take the church elevator in the southwest corner of the parking lot.  There will be signs to direct attendees to the meeting room.

La Brea & Fairfax Station Area Advisory Groups
Monday May 2, 5:30-8:30 p.m., LACMA West - Terrace Room, 5th Floor, 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90036. Served by Metro Lines 20, 720, 217 & 780. Validated vehicle parking is available in the Museum's 6th Street underground garage. Enter from 6th and Ogden. 

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project
As part of the reconstruction of the southern half of the Sunset Bridge and in preparation for the construction of roadway, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project contractor will install girders on the bridge during five consecutive nights beginning Monday, April 18, 2011. This activity will require phased closures of the I-405 freeway, Sunset Boulevard and Sepulveda Boulevard during night-time hours.
Full Closure Location: 

· Southbound I-405 between the Church Lane Southbound on-ramp and Wilshire Boulevard, April 18 and 19 from Midnight – 5 a.m.  Recommended Detour: Southbound I-405 traffic will be detoured at Sunset Boulevard off-ramp to Northbound Church Lane, to Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard, to Westbound Wilshire Boulevard-Southbound I-405 on-ramp.  Oversized vehicles will be detoured off the freeway at Southbound Getty Center Dr off-ramp to Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard to Westbound Wilshire Boulevard-Southbound I-405 on-ramp.
· Northbound I-405 between the Montana Avenue and Moraga Drive ramps, April 20 and 21 from Midnight – 5 a.m. Recommended Detour: Northbound I-405 traffic will be detoured off the freeway at Montana Avenue off-ramp to Northbound Sepulveda Boulevard, back to Northbound I-405 at Moraga Drive.

· Sepulveda Boulevard between Montana Avenue and Sepulveda Way, April 22 from 10 p.m. – 6 a.m.  Recommended Detour: Northbound Sepulveda Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Eastbound Montana Avenue, to Northbound Veteran Avenue to Westbound Sunset Boulevard to Sepulveda Way, back to Sepulveda Boulevard.  Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Eastbound Sepulveda Way and continue on Sunset Boulevard to Southbound Veteran Avenue, to Westbound Montana Avenue, back to Sepulveda Boulevard.

· Sunset Boulevard between Gunston Drive and Thurston Avenue, April 18 – 22 from 10 p.m. – 6 a.m.  Recommended Detour:  Westbound Sunset Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Sepulveda Way, to Northbound Sepulveda Boulevard, to Southbound Church Lane, back to Sunset Boulevard. Eastbound Sunset Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Northbound Church Lane, to Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard, to Eastbound Sepulveda Way, back to Sunset Boulevard.

Closure of Sepulveda Boulevard will NOT be simultaneous with freeway closures. Ramp closures may start as early as 7 p.m., freeway lane closures will start at 10 p.m., with full freeway closure from 12 a.m. to 5 a.m. Pedestrians will be rerouted to an area outside the construction zone. Traffic control officers will be on site. Emergency access will be maintained. Detour maps and closure information are available at www.metro.net/I-405.  Work is weather permitting and subject to change. Updates are available via Twitter: twitter.com/I_405. The project hotline is (213) 922-3665.



	

	








