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In this Issue:
· House and Senate Adopt Spending Bill For The Remainder Of Fiscal Year 2011
· Metro Bus vs. Pedestrian, Confirmed Fatality Accident
· LA Times Inquiry re: Green Line Extension to LAX Project
· Media Questions Flat Ridership in Light of Rising Gas Prices

House and Senate Adopt Spending Bill For The Remainder Of Fiscal Year 2011
Today, the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate both passed H.R. 1473, which will fund the federal government through September 30, 2011.  The legislation was adopted by a margin of 260 to 167 in the House and by a vote of 81 to 19 in the Senate. Transportation funding was cut in the bill, which is expected to be swiftly signed into law by the President. The legislation cuts New Starts funding, TIGGER funds (Energy Efficiency Grants) and also cuts about $72 million from the TIGER grant program. The bill provides no funding for Positive Train Control, which is authorized to receive $50 million annually and also cuts funding for High Speed Rail. As adopted, the legislation will not impact the TIGER II funds that were used to leverage a TIFIA loan for the Crenshaw/LAX transit project. Congress is expected to begin debate on the Fiscal Year 2012 spending bills shortly.

Metro Bus vs. Pedestrian, Confirmed Fatality Accident

At approximately 1:49 p.m. this afternoon, a Metro Bus (Line 217) was turning right onto Washington Blvd. from Apple Street when the bus made contact with a pedestrian. Bus Operations Control (BOC) confirms that it is a fatality. The victim was a Hispanic male, approximately 50 years of age. The bus had no passengers on board at the time of the incident as it was just leaving a bus lay-over zone at terminal #26 at the West Los Angeles Transit Center, located in the area under the 10 Freeway. The cause of the accident is under investigation at this time. A photographer with the LA Times was at the scene and Media Relations personnel responded to assist. Media news stories on the accident/fatality may run later today and tomorrow.

LA Times Inquiry Regarding Green Line Extension to LAX Project

The Los Angeles Times is preparing a story looking at the Metro Green Line, in light of recent Board action in approving a $4.77 million contract with STV/PB-Connect LAX Joint Venture to begin environmental studies of a project to provide a transit link between LAX and the new Aviation/Century stop for both the Crenshaw/LAX and Green lines. Staff provided the reporter with a status of the Green Line Extension to LAX project as well as some background information regarding the development of the Green Line. As part of the story, the reporter is researching the history of the Green line, including mitigation efforts and a consent decree related to the construction of the I-105 freeway that years ago called for the construction of the Green Line down the middle of the freeway. The story is expected to run soon.

Media Questions Flat Ridership in Light of Rising Gas Prices

The Los Angeles Times this morning inquired about March ridership on the Metro system, which declined slightly compared to March 2010 despite a spike in gas prices. Total calendar boardings on Metro buses and trains last month were 39,921,249 compared to 41,080,479 in March 2010. Staff explained the economy is likely a factor in dampening ridership. Los Angeles County is still experiencing 12 percent unemployment. Severe weather in March may also have had a minor impact. Staff noted ridership fluctuates. Also while buses have automatic passenger counters in the step wells, calculating rail ridership is more complicated. We use a combination of ticket vending machine data and also Metro does on board passenger counts for each time period, but it takes several months to accomplish this so the impact of rising gas prices may not show up on the rail side until later in the spring. Staff told the reporter Metro is still a bargain for commuters squeezed by rising gas prices.



	

	








