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Metro Officially Becomes New Owner of Los Angeles Union Station

On Thursday, the sale and transfer of title of Los Angeles Union Station (“Union Station”) from Prologis Logistic Services Incorporated (“Prologis”) to Metro was completed and last night, Metro assumed possession of Union Station and its operation.
The purchase includes approximately 38 total acres on which are sited the historic train station and tracks and platform facilities as well as the station buildings proper which house a growing number of retail, restaurant and office tenants as well as train operations for Metro, Amtrak and Metrolink.
South Bay Metro Green Line Extension Community Meetings

Last night, the South Bay Metro Green Line project team concluded a series of three community meetings held in the cities of Torrance, Redondo Beach and Lawndale. The purpose of the meetings was to update the community on the status of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/R). Under analysis is an extension of the Metro Green Line from its terminus in Redondo Beach to points south (Light Rail Alternative). No Build and Transportation Systems Management Alternatives are also being considered. 

Approximately 300 people, including elected officials and their representatives, businesses, community members and other stakeholders participated in the meetings. Approximately 80 verbal and written comments were offered. Many participants voiced support for the Light Rail Alternative citing a need for more transit in the South Bay, connections to regional destinations, decreased congestion, revitalized business districts and pedestrian/bike paths. Environmental issues of concern among many residents and property owners adjacent to the right-of-way include noise, vibration, crime/security, safety, property value, parking and traffic impacts. The Draft EIS/R is scheduled to be completed in late 2011.  

High Desert Corridor Open House/Community Meetings

This week, we completed a series of four Open House/Community Meetings for the High Desert Corridor (HDC), a proposed new highway facility connecting the SR-14 in Los Angeles County with the SR-18 in San Bernardino County. The public outreach effort included meetings in Lancaster, Palmdale/Lake Los Angeles, the Town of Apple Valley and Adelanto. A total of 285 people attended the meetings in person with an additional 28 viewers who participated during the live webcast at the Apple Valley meeting. The meetings were also followed on Twitter and garnered the attention of widespread newspaper, radio and television coverage on Channels 2 and 9. The purpose of the meetings was to share the results from the Scoping process which took place last fall. The presentation shared the eight proposed alternatives and the need for a new goods movement corridor to facilitate mobility for residents, businesses and visitors. Community members were generally supportive of the HDC project and encouraged the project team to accelerate the project schedule. Some concerns were expressed regarding property acquisition and tolling. Meeting participants suggested Caltrans and Metro consider what the future transportation needs may be and ensure that the HDC facility includes various transportation modes including High Speed Rail and bike paths.   

Expo Construction Authority Plans Train Testing Event
The Expo Construction Authority is planning a media event between 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Monday, April 18, 2011 at the Expo Western Station located at Western Avenue and Exposition Boulevard, Los Angeles 90018. The purpose of the event is to showcase construction progress with a test train running on its own power past the station platform. Officials also will underscore safety, a message that Metro has been promoting since train testing started earlier this month. Again, this is an Expo Construction Authority media event. For further information, please call Gaby Collins, the Expo Authority PIO, at (213) 243-5535.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project
The Sunset Bridge girder installation work and associated closures for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project has been rescheduled one week. The revised construction schedule is as follows:

As part of the reconstruction of the southern half of the Sunset Bridge and in preparation for the construction of roadway, the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project contractor will install girders on the bridge during five consecutive nights beginning Monday, April 25, 2011. This activity will require phased closures of the I-405 freeway, Sunset Boulevard and Sepulveda Boulevard during night-time hours.

Full Closure Location: 

· Southbound I-405 between the Church Lane Southbound on-ramp and Wilshire Boulevard, April 25 and 26 from Midnight – 5 a.m. Recommended Detour: Southbound I-405 traffic will be detoured at Sunset Boulevard off-ramp to Northbound Church Lane, to Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard, to Westbound Wilshire Boulevard-Southbound I-405 on-ramp.  Oversized vehicles will be detoured off the freeway at Southbound Getty Center Drive off-ramp to Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard to Westbound Wilshire Boulevard-Southbound I-405 on-ramp. 

· Northbound I-405 between the Montana Avenue and Moraga Drive ramps, April 27 and 28, 2011 from Midnight – 5 a.m. Recommended Detour: Northbound I-405 traffic will be detoured off the freeway at Montana Avenue off-ramp to Northbound Sepulveda Boulevard, back to Northbound I-405 at Moraga Drive. 

· Sepulveda Boulevard between Montana Avenue and Sepulveda Way, April 29, 2011 from 10 p.m. – 6 a.m. Recommended Detour: Northbound Sepulveda Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Eastbound Montana Avenue, to Northbound Veteran Avenue to Westbound Sunset Boulevard to Sepulveda Way, back to Sepulveda Boulevard. Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Eastbound Sepulveda Way and continue on Sunset Boulevard to Southbound Veteran Avenue, to Westbound Montana Avenue, back to Sepulveda Boulevard. 

· Sunset Boulevard between Gunston Drive and Thurston Avenue, April 25–29, 2011 from 10 p.m. – 6 a.m. Recommended Detour: Westbound Sunset Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Sepulveda Way, to Northbound Sepulveda Boulevard, to Southbound Church Lane, back to Sunset Boulevard. Eastbound Sunset Boulevard traffic will be detoured to Northbound Church Lane, to Southbound Sepulveda Boulevard, to Eastbound Sepulveda Way, back to Sunset Boulevard.

Closure of Sepulveda Boulevard will NOT be simultaneous with freeway closures. Ramp closures may start as early as 7 p.m., freeway lane closures will start at 10 p.m., with full freeway closure from 12 a.m. to 5 a.m. Pedestrians will be rerouted to an area outside the construction zone. Traffic control officers will be on site. Emergency access will be maintained. Detour maps and closure information are available at www.metro.net/I-405. Work is weather permitting and subject to change. Updates are available via Twitter: twitter.com/I_405. The project hotline is (213) 922-3665.

Metro Orange Line Nordoff Street Closure

As part of the Metro Orange Line Extension Project, the Southern California Gas Company will relocate a gas line on Nordhoff Street. This work is necessary for the construction of the storm drain that will go beneath the Bus Rapid Transit. To accommodate this work, the number two lane on Nordhoff Street will be temporarily closed from Eton Avenue to Canoga Avenue beginning April 18, 2011 for approximately two weeks. Please click here to view the entire construction notice.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

Consolidated Audit Program RFP- FY2011 through FY2015
Procurement has released a Request for Proposal (RFP No. PS2510-2731) - Consolidated Audit - FY2011 thru FY2015 to procure services to conduct both financial and compliance audits of cities and agencies that receive Proposition A, C and Measure R funds from METRO to provide for transportation related projects. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 8, 2011 through June 30, 2011.

Metro will award contracts to two Certified Public Accounting firms to conduct both financial and compliance audits of 88 cities in Los Angeles County; (2) County of Los Angeles; (3) Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA); (4) Redondo Beach Transit System Funds; (5) Torrance Transportation Transit System Funds; and (6) Commerce Transit System Funds.  This project also includes five other programs: (1) Fame Assistance Corporation; (2) Shelter Partnership Incorporated (3) International Institute of Los Angeles; (4) Human Services Association; (5) EZ pass Program; (6) Los Angeles Department of Transportation; and (7) Other transit system Operators in Los Angeles County as listed in the specification. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 8, 2011 through June 30, 2011.

METRO is required by law to conduct an annual audit of the cities and agencies to ensure that jurisdictions, operators and program administrators receiving funds for transportation related projects are in compliance with the applicable rules, regulations, policies and guidelines in accordance with Federal Transportation Authority guidelines.

Any inquires concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to any only be answered by Barbara A. Gatewood, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7317.

Division 3 Maintenance Building Additions IFB 
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure design/build construction services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 18, 2011 through August 30, 2011.

The successful construction firm will complete all design and construction work as a whole for the new Division 3 Maintenance Building Additions, which is required to facilitate the new articulated bus repairs. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Roger Mays, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7215.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending the BizFed Board of Directors Meeting and meeting with Director DuBois. I will also be attending the 17th Annual University of Southern California Symposium.


	

	








