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Budget Subcommittees Hearings on Transportation Bonds

Both the Assembly and Senate Budget Subcommittees for Transportation will be holding hearings on transportation bond funding on Wednesday and Thursday. The Assembly Budget Subcommittee is scheduled to meet tomorrow and the Senate Budget Subcommittee is scheduled to meet Thursday morning. Metro staff has been working with statewide and regional transportation advocates to provide broad based testimony is support of the need for a fall bond sale.

Westside Subway Extension Concludes Geotechnical Field Tests at Beverly Hills High School

Our consultants completed field tests at Beverly Hills High School last Friday, April 22, 2011. This is part of the ongoing geotechnical work for the Westside Subway Extension. Work at the High School has been occurring at agreed-upon times over the last few months and consisted of a variety of tests including drilling to collect soil samples, seismic tests, noise & vibration tests, scanning for oil wells, and installation of below-ground water well monitors. Other than reading the monitors, no further testing is anticipated at the High School. Work is continuing in this area and elsewhere along the alignment. 
Data gathered from the field tests will be evaluated by our consultants and our independent Tunnel Advisory Panel and will be used to inform a variety of recommendations about the Subway including the location of the Century City station. We are planning to provide an update to the Board in July regarding the status of the geotechnical evaluations for the Subway. We anticipate releasing the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report to the public in time to bring it to the Board for consideration this Fall. 
L.A. Times May do Editorial About Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project

The L.A. Times may publish an editorial Wednesday that will consider a call by some community members to make a stretch of the planned Crenshaw/LAX Transit corridor light rail project underground from 48th to 59th Street and include an underground station at Vernon. A Times editorial writer met with community leaders then did a phone interview late yesterday with our Planning staff that gave background, but noted it is up to the our  Board of Directors to determine whether to add the Vernon station and make the stretch an underground configuration. Staff reviewed policy considerations such as operational and safety considerations for operating at grade in this area, potential ridership, land use constraints under the city master plan and costs. Going underground between 48th and 59th street could add $219 million for the project cost. Adding a Vernon station would cost an additional estimated $120 million. Staff also noted that there would only be a half mile distance between the Exposition/King station and a Vernon Station, but, again, the decision rests with the Board.       

Orange County Register Media Inquiry

A reporter with the Orange County Register has inquired regarding my employment compensation. The reporter has requested and received a copy of my employment contract with Metro. The reporter is working on a listing that will show the salaries and benefits of top executives in both Orange County and Los Angeles County to be posted on their newspapers web page. The story is expected to run tomorrow.

CEO All Hands Meeting
Today’s All Hands meeting included new technology to “stream” the live meeting to the Divisions over the network. This technology allows us to have a wider reach to the employees outside of the Gateway Building. ITS technicians enabled the safety monitors and other designated computers in the Maintenance and Transportation Buildings to view the All Hands meeting as it took place. The meeting was also recorded for viewing at a later time. ITS is working with Communications to make the webcast available on MyMetro.net. A subsequent announcement will be made with directions on accessing this recording.

Media Inquire About Cancellation of Bus Lines 30, 31 on First Street In East Los Angeles

Today, reporters from Eastern Group Publications and La Opinion requested information on why service was cancelled back in December 2010 on bus lines 30 and 31 on First Street in East Los Angeles. Conan Cheung, DEO Service Planning & Scheduling, explained that elimination was due to duplication of service with the Gold Line from Indiana to Atlantic, very low ridership and more frequent service a quarter of a mile on César Chávez on bus lines 68 and 77. A story will run tomorrow and Thursday. 



	

	








