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State of Transportation Event

This morning, Chair Knabe hosted his second “State of Transportation” program at the Aquatic Center in the City of El Monte. The program featured keynote speakers Director John Fasana, Assemblymember Mike Eng, CTC Commissioner Fran Inman and FTA/FHWA Team Leader Ray Tellis. In addition, ACE Chairman Tim Spohn and Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension CEO Habib Balian provided updates on their projects. Welcoming remarks to the gathering of 60 key stakeholders were provided by City of El Monte Mayor Andre Quintero. Our partners for the event were the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership and the San Gabriel Valley COG.

All of the presenters today spoke about the imperative for the state to pass a budget so that the business of the state could proceed without imperiling bond sales, which could necessitate a shutdown of projects currently in construction.
Westside Subway Extension Project

Media Relations has responded to a Beverly Hills Courier story incorrectly reporting that the agency’s final environmental impact report favors the proposed route under Beverly Hills High School and 78 homes in the city. The response, now available on The Source, asks for a correction in the newspaper and reports that the Final EIS/EIR for the project is not complete, nor has a conclusion been made over the alignment alternatives now under study. The report cited by the Courier is a briefing document about issues under study in the Final EIS/EIR and does not express any preference for a particular subway route. The Final EIS/EIR is scheduled to be released in the fall.  

Additionally, The Los Angeles Times has inquired about seismic, geotechnical and other studies now being conducted in the Beverly Hills area and at Beverly Hills High School. Community relations staff for the project provided an overview of specific geotechnical testing in this vicinity, reiterating that the final environmental work is still being performed and that no pre-supposed outcomes over remaining alignments or station alternatives have been made. The story is expected to run in the next week.  

SR-134/Hollywood Way On-Ramp Improvement Project Press Conference/Grand Opening Ceremony
 

This afternoon, we had a successful press conference/grand opening ceremony for the Ventura Freeway (SR-134)/Hollywood Way On-Ramp Improvement Project. Among those in attendance were Director Ara Najarian, Caltrans District 7 Director Mike Miles, City of Burbank Mayor Anja Reinke, California Highway Patrol Altadena Area Commander Bill Dance, representative for Senator Carol Liu, and representative for Assemblymember Mike Gatto.
 

Metro contributed $3.5 million in Proposition C funds to match $26.8 million in State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and $16.7 million in Regional Improvement Program funds (RIP) for the construction of this $46.9 million project. This project improves current levels of service, decreases driver confusion and improves driver safety by bringing the ramp configurations into compliance with current Caltrans design standards. This project also helps accommodate the projected traffic growth due to regional generators utilizing this facility, such as Burbank Airport, Burbank Media District and Universal Studios. The completion of this project reduces congestion in Burbank’s local street network, improves transit service and improves air quality upon air pollution reductions.
 

Media outlets including Time Warner Cable, the Burbank Leader and the Glendale News Press covered the event. Stories are expected to run throughout the day.  
Metro to Locate and Identify Underground Utilities Along Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Alignment

Media Relations issued a press release today regarding the probing activities that a Metro Contractor will begin to help locate and identify underground utilities along the planned alignment as a part of preliminary engineering for the future Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor light rail project. This activity will take place only on weekdays from May 2, to May 20, 2011 between 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. From May 2 to May 6, along the section of the Metro railroad right-of-way that runs along the westside of Aviation Boulevard from 1-105 to west Arbor Vitae. From May 9 to May 13, it will be along the section of the Metro railroad right-of-way that runs along the north side of east Florence Avenue from north Eucalyptus Avenue to west 67th Street. And from May 9 to May 20 along the median of Crenshaw Boulevard from west 59th Street to Exposition Boulevard. The probing consists of boring a 10-inch diameter hole with a vacuum truck to locate underground utilities. Once an underground utility is located the hole is filled. 

Metro Bus Service to be Detoured in Downtown LA due to May Day 2011 March and Demonstration

We announced today that our bus service in downtown Los Angeles will be temporarily detoured on Sunday, May 1, 2011, due to the planned May Day Immigration Right 2011 march and demonstration. Our patrons are encourage to use the Metro Purple/Red lines to get to the march and rally exiting on Pershing Square and/or Civic Center Metro Rail stations closest to Broadway Street. We will have Customer Information Agents at Civic Center, Pershing Square and 7th St/Metro Center to assist Metro customers. In addition, there will be extra service on the Metro Red, Purple, Gold and Blue lines, between 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Forty-one Metro Bus lines in the downtown area will be detoured between 5:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. when bus service returns to regular schedules. Metro bus lines impacted by the detours will include 2, 4, 10, 16, 18, 20, 26, 28, 30, 40, 42, 45, 48, 51, 52, 53, 55, 60, 62, 66, 68, 70, 71, 76, 78, 79, 81, 83, 84, 90, 92, 94, 96, 460, 485, 487, 720, 745, 760, 770, and the Metro Silver Line.



	

	








