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LA Times Story on CNG/Electric Vehicle Use of ExpressLanes

A reporter with the Los Angeles Times is preparing a story for the Business Section on the advancement of sales of CNG and electric vehicles in the State of California and the issuance of nearly 10,000 special CNG (white) stickers to allow solo drivers access to HOV lanes on southland freeways as an incentive. As part of the story, the reporter asked Metro ExpressLanes staff why the white sticker vehicles were omitted from the Metro ExpressLanes program. Staff told the reporter that Metro looked at potential impacts of allowing all alternative fuel vehicles (CNG, Hybrid, and electric) into the ExpressLanes and noted that along the I-110 Freeway the usage by solo driven Hybrid vehicles was as high as 18 percent in afternoon peak periods which could impact the flow of traffic. Currently, hybrids no longer have access to carpool lanes statewide and electric vehicles (green stickers) will not receive an exemption for single occupants on the Metro ExpressLanes. It was noted that while only 10,000 white stickers have been issued so far, as many at 40,000 can be issued potentially impacting the ExpressLanes program. It was noted that all alternative fuel vehicles are allowed to use the lanes, but if they are driven by a single occupant, they will be charged a toll during the one-year demonstration program. The story is expected to run in the next couple of days.



	

	








